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Introduction 
1909. The centennial anniversary of Lincoln's birth. 
As early as 1907 writers and editors were calling attention 
to t he significance of the year 1909; and when that year had ended, 
two hundred and fifty-seven different books and countless magazine 
and newspaper articles on the subject of Abraham Lincoln had been 
published. This was a record in the field of Lincoln bibliography 
never before or since matched. But, as Jay Monaghan, an authority 
on this branch of the Lincoln theme concluded, among those books 
published in 1909, not one was of any great importance of influence . 1 
(A few of the magazine articles, especially those containing reminis-
cences - Clara E. Laughlin's and Dr. Charles A. Leale 1s, for example 
1 Jay Monaghan, "The Growth of Abraham Lincoln: Influence since 
His Death," Lincoln Herald, LI (Oct., 1949), 3, 8. For a 
listing of Lincoln volumes published in 1909, see Monaehan's 
Lincoln Bibliography: 1839-1939. 
(Springfield: Illinois State Historical Library, 1943), 
I, 431-491. Richard Booker (compl), 
Abraham Lincoln in Periodical Literature: 1860-1940) 
(Chicago: Fawley-brost Co., 1941), contains an incomplete 
bibliograpiDJ of maga zine articles on Lincoln. There is in 
the files of the Lincoln Collection of Boston University a 
substantial listing of periodical literature on Lincoln. 
vi 
were of some value.)2 
Although there appeared in this centennial year of Lincoln's 
anniversary sermons about Lincoln's "frail but heroic little mother," 
poetry emphasizing that "None heeded of his birth. Only a star; 
burned over Bethlehem," and high school history notes claiming that 
"Abe had two girls -- one was a red headed girl and the other was a 
Lulu,n3 the year also saw the beginning of the career of F. Lauris t on 
Bullard as a Lincoln scholar. And even though Bullard from the 
beginning admired and respected the subject of his researches, he 
never contributed to the apotheosis of Lincoln. 
In one of his first contributions to the Lincoln field, 
Bullard had a "new" item to offer to students, an original Lincoln 
letter never before published, one written by Lincoln while in Congress 
in answer to inquiries by Solomon Lincoln of Hingham, Massachusetts. 
This contribution was an article dealing with the New England ancestry 
of Lincoln and appeared in the New England Magazine,4 Modestly, 
2 
3 
4 
Clara E. Laughlin, 11 The Last Twenty-Four Hours of Lincoln's 
Life," Ladies Home Journal, XXVI (Feb. 1909), 12,54; 
Charles A. Leale, "Lincoln 1 s Last Hours," Harper 1 s Weekly:, 
LIII (Feb. 13, 1909), 7-10 
Monaghan, Lincoln Herald, LI (Oct., 1949), 8. 
F. Lauriston Bullard, 11The New England Ancestry of 
Abraham Lincoln, 11 New England Magazine, XXXIX (Feb., 1909), 
685-691. 
vii 
Bullard later described the articles as 11valueless, 11 and as a 
11bit of hack work. 115 But Bullard was overly severe with himself. 
Louis A. Warren, distinguished student of Lincoln's parentage, 
was well aware of Bullard's study and respected it.6 
The study (Bullard 1 s "hack work") was written for a 
popular magazine of the early 1900's, and in it Bullard summarized 
briefly the public careers, or at least the meager known facts, of 
several of Lincoln's early New England ancestors. Other than the 
Lincoln letter, he offered no new material to the body of knmm 
information on Lincoln's ancestors, but he legitimately presented 
to his readers a "popularized" summary of the lives of these 
New England Lincolns and Hankses. His presentation was accurate 
and well written. 
Lincoln's letter, which indicated his interest in his 
family background, deserved a better fate than was accorded it. 
"Nobody seems to know about it, 11 Bullard once complained, 7 and 
it remained obscure until finally published in Hertz's collection 
5 
6 
7 
Bullard to Louis A. Warren, Oct. l4, 1926. Photostat. Manuscript 
n~terial cited in this work, unless specifically noted to the 
contrary, is in the Bullard Collection of Boston University. 
Ibid. 
Ibid. 
viii 
of Lincoln writings in 1931. 8 Reproduced in the Bullard article, 
the letter, dated Washington, March 6, 1848, read, in part, as 
.follows: 
I was born February 12, 1809, in Hardin County, 
Kentucky . :f4y .father 1 s name is Thomas. LtY 
grandfather's was Abraham, the same as ~ own. 
MY grandfather went .from Rockingham County in 
Virginia to Kentuc~ about the year 1782; and 
two years afterwards he was killed by the Indians. 
We have a vague tradition that my great-grandfather 
went from Pennsylvania to Virginia and that he was 
a Quaker. Further back than this I have never heard 
acything ••• • Owing to rey .father being left an orphan 
at the age of six years, in poverty, and in a new 
country, he became a wholly uneducated man; which I 
suppose is the reason wqy I know so little of our 
family histo~.9 
With the publication of this article in that centennial 
anniversary year of Lincoln's birth (two other articles were also 
published in 1909 and will be discussed below), Bullard began his 
career as a Lincoln scholar, a career which would last for a period 
of more than forty years, until his death in 1952, and a career that 
was perhaps best described by Roy P. Basler, former editor of the 
8 
9 
Emanuel Hertz, Abraham Lincoln: A New Portrait (New York: 
Horace Liveright Inc., 1931), II, 564-65. The letter has 
since appeared in the definitive edition of Lincoln's 
writings: Rqy P. Basler (ed.), The Collected Works of 
Abraham Lincoln (New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 
1953), I, 455-56. Hereafter cited as Lincoln, Collected Works. 
Bullard, New England Magazine, XXXIX, 686. 
ix 
Abraham Lincoln Quarterly , who defined it as one dedicated to 
the "cause of correct history" in the field of Lincolniana.10 
10 Abraham Lincoln Quarterll, VI (h~r., 1950), 52. 
X 
Chapter I 
A Biographical Sketch of Bullard 
Dr. Bullard was not a man who enjoyed boasting of his own 
accompli shments, and as a result the answer to t he question of how 
he f irst became interested in Lincoln is not as clear as one would 
l 
like it to be. But, nevertheless, there are t hree known incidents 
which indicate the influences on Bullard at the turn of the century 
that steered him into a long and distinguished career as a Lincoln 
scholar. 
A long-time Boston Herald associate, Robert Lincoln O'Brien, 
provided the first clue, recalling an incident t hat he believed was 
the occasion that specifically turned Bullard toward the study of 
Lincoln. O' Brien noted that while Bullard's interest was of gr adual 
growth, the original impetus was a remark by the noted historian, 
James Ford Rhodes, a friend of both O'Brien and Bullard. Rhodes• 
remar k was to the effect that he often felt that in looking back over 
l The obituaries appearing in the Boston Herald and the New York Times 
were disappointing not only in respect to his early career but also 
r egarding his entire life. The notice in the Times, although a 
little longer than that in the Herald, even listed Bullard's last 
work, Lincoln in Marble and Bronze, as "Lincoln in Marbl e and Stone." 
This carelessness was particularly unfortunate because Bullard had 
served as an editorial correspondent for the Times. NewYork TL~es, 
August 4~ 1952. The Herald obituary appeared on the same date. 
l 
2 
ov~r his long career as an historian of the Civil War period, he 
became convinced that he should have instead given · the same amount of 
time and energy to the two most prominent men of the period, 
Lincoln and Lee. Rhodes concluded that the most critical period 
of American history could best be pictured in the lives of these 
two great men.2 
The next two items Bullard himself supplied. Tpe first one 
was Bullard's reading of an address by Jacob Gould Schurmann, President 
of Cornell University, delivered originally on November 13, 1895: 
I wish to say, deliberately, after reading many 
lives of Lincoln and trying to understand the history 
of the Civil War, that in my opinion the Union could 
not have been restored without t he unseen, but none 
the less, real power that came to the nation through 
Lincoln's belief in God and confidence in his moral 
government of the World.3 
Bullard wrote that he well remembered "the tingle of surprise 
with which he read these words for the first tirne. 114 
The t hird item that influenced Bullard was a book on Lincoln. 
Robert L. Kincaid, who visited Bullard in his study -- "The Lincoln 
Annex" in 1943, reported that on that occasion Dr. Bullard handed 
him a small volume, with the comment that it was his first Lincoln 
volume and that he purchased it in 1899. The book was ~ no means 
2 
3 
11F. Lauriston Bullard: 1866-1952 , "Lincoln Herald, LIV (Winter, 
1952), 48. Due to a typographical error, the Winter, 1951, issue 
of this magazine (Vol. LIII) was incorrectly given as Winter, 1952. 
F. Lauriston Bullard, "The Religion of Abraham Lincoln, "Congregational-
ist and Christian World, XCIV (Feb. 6, 1909), 180. 
Ibid. 
3 
one which Lincoln scholars would define as basic, or even important 
in Lincoln bibliographY. The volume (it is only about two hundred 
pages long) contains Carl Schurz's well-known essay on Lincoln, 
testimonials by Emerson, Whittier, Holmes, and Lowell, some letters 
and speeches of Lincoln, and a biographical sketch of Schurz.S IIThat 
set me going, 11 Bullard explained, referring to Emerson's tribute. 
Bullard added that Emerson's comments on the Gettysburg Address, 
particularly, made him feel that there was something in the Civil War 
President worth further stu~y.6 The specific passa ge from Emerson is 
stimulating : 
6 
He is the author of a multitude of good sayings, so 
disguised as pleasantries that it is certain th~ had 
no reputation at first but as jests; and only later, by 
the very acceptance and adoption they find in the mouths 
of millions, turn out to be the wisdom of the hour. I 
am. sure if this man had ruled in a period of less facility 
of printing, he would have become mythological in a very 
few years, like Aesop or Pilpay, or one of the Seven Wise 
N~sters, by his fables and proverbs. But the weight and 
penetration of many passages in his letters, messages, 
and speeches, hidden now by the very closeness of their 
application to the moment, are destined hereafter to wide 
fame. What pregnant definitions; what unerring common 
sense; what foresight; and, on great occasions, what lofty, 
and more than national, what humane tone! His brief speech 
at Gettysburg will not easily be surpassed by words on any 
Abraham Lincoln by Carl Schurz: The Gettysburg Speech and other 
Papers by Abraham Lincoln; Together with Testimonies by l!:merson, 
IVhittier, Holmes, and Lowell (New York: The Chautauqua Press, 1899) . 
Hereafter cited as Schurz, Lincoln (Chautauqua edition). 
Robert L. Kincaid, 11 \'Vorkshop of a Lincoln Scholar, 11 
XLV (Oct., 1943), 2). 
Lincoln Herald, 
recorded occasion. This, and one other American speech, 
that of John Brown to the court that tried him, and a 
part of Kossuth 1 s speech at Birmingham, can o9ly be 
compared with each other, and with no fourth. 
4 
It is not difficult to assume that Rhodes' remark about the 
significance of the roles of Lincoln and Lee in the Civil War, President 
Schurmann's remarks about Lincoln's greatness, and Emerson's discourse 
on Lincoln's ability as a speaker, together with Bullard's ovm family 
background, combined to steer him toward the stuqy of Lincoln. 
Originally of English stock, Bullard's paternal ancestors, 
during the time of his grandfather, migrated from ~~ssachusetts to the 
Western Reserve area of Ohio. His mother, Helen Maria Bullard, was 
born in Ohio, but of New England ancestry. She was a descendant of 
John Strong, a founder of Dorchester, ~kssachusetts, and also the grand-
child of another Strong who migrated from Lee, Massachusetts, eventually 
to ~yme, Ohio, where he conducted a temperance tavern which also served 
as a station in the underground railroad running through Sandusky, Ohio, 
and crossing Lake Erie into Canada. 
Born in the northwest corner of Ohio (at Wauseon), on May 13,1866, 
Bullard grew up in this small town, platted only twelve years before his 
birth. He later enrolled at Wooster College, Ohio, graduating in 1891, 
after being elected to Phi Beta Kappa. After Wooster, Bullard attended 
the Divinity School at Yale University, receiving his Bachelor of Divinity 
7 Ralph Waldo Emerson, "Abraham Lins:oln: Remarks at the Funeral Services 
Held in Concord, April 19, 1865, 11 in Schurz, Lincoln (Chautauqua 
edition), p. So. 
5 
degree in 1893, magna cum laude. 
For a period of fourteen years following his graduation from 
Yale, Dr. Bullard preached in several Congregational and Presbyterian 
pulpits. Then in 1907, he began his career as a newspaperman, his 
profession for the remainder of his active life. In 1915 he was 
appointed editor of the Boston Sunday Herald, and four y ~ars later was 
named chief editorial writer of the Herald. 8 
During his long career with the Herald (he retired in 1943) , 
Bullard maintained his interest in the subject of Lincoln -- although 
as an extra-curricular activit,y. Because of the heavy pressure from 
newspaper work -- "the strain of working every day against a deadline 119 __ 
Bullard chose to become a specialist who at one time or another delved 
into almost every subject in the Lincoln field and ~~o in time became 
such a mine of Lincoln information that he could justifiably describe 
himself as "something of a bureau Lof information] .ttlO 
The range of this specialist's knowledge and examples of his 
significant contributions to the Lincoln field will be noted in the 
follo~~ng chapters. 
8 Lincoln Herald, LIV (Winter, 1952), 47-49. 
9 F.L. Bullard to Louis A. Warren, June 21, 1943. Photostat. 
10 Bullard to Warren, {]rar., 1946?) . Photostat. 
Chapter II 
Bullard's Career as a Lincoln Scholar: 
A Chronology 
1 
In the year 1909 Bullard also published (aL~ost simultan-
eous~ with his studJ- of Lincoln's New England ancestors) another 
article. 1 In it Bullard discussed Lincoln's religion, and, although 
he offered no new document on that controversial subject,2 his 
article presented a well-balanced approach to the problem of Lincoln's 
religious views. He noted that as the Civil War progressed, and even 
before the war, for that matter, Lincoln outgrew the skepticism of 
his early life, surrounded as it was by crude frontier evangelism, 
and that even though he did not join any church or accept any creed, 
Lincoln became a sincerely religious person. Bullard concluded: 
1 
2 
As the war progressed Mr . Lincoln learned to 
lean more and more heavily upon the divine arm and 
to see more and more clearly in the unfolding of 
events the mysterious movements of God, and at 
length he came to think of himself, as we think of 
him today, as an implement in the hands of the 
F. Lauriston Bullard, 11 The Religion of Abraham Lincoln, 11 
Congregationalist and Christian ·world, XCIV (Feb . 6, 1909), 
180-81. 
The Bullard Collection of Boston University includes several note-
books containing newspaper and magazine clippings and various notes 
taken by Bullard on such subjects as 11Was Lincoln a Quaker?" was 
Lincoln a Jew? 11 "Did Lincoln say, 1 I Love Jesus?", etc. See 
particularly Notebook 25, and also Notebooks 40, 84, and 85. 
6 
Sovereign of the universe ••• • Out of that confidence 
in the righteousness of the cause of the North as 
the cause of a righteous God, and out of his daily 
companioning with that God in prayer, came the devo-
tion and vision that saved the nati on. 5 
7 
In addition to the article on Lincoln's ancestors and the 
one dealing with his r eligion, Bullard also published in 1909 a 
newspaper article dealing with "Lincoln and the London Punch."4 
Here Bullard demonstrated the effectiveness of Punch in its vicious 
lampooning of Lincoln, both by cartoons and poems. 
Three published studies in one year in such diverse subdivisions 
of Lincoaniana as his ancestry, his religion, and the harsh treatment 
he received from the London Punch naturally suggest that the following 
years would be as equally, ~f not more, productive of published 
studies on Lincoln. But such was not the case. Bullard published 
only a few Lincoln articles or monographs f rom 1909 until the end of 
the 1930's. However, this does not mean that he had little interest 
in the field during this period. As will be shown below, he continued 
his interest in Lincoln during this time; but it is reasonable to 
assume that the meticulous scholar was serving his time as an apprentice 
during the period. Also, it was in the y ears between 1912 and 1926 
that Bullard published several studies, not dealing with the Lincoln 
3 
4 
Bullard, Congregationalist and Christian World, XCIV, 181. 
Boston Globe, Feb. 7, 1909. A clipping of this newspaper 
account, together vuth articles by other authors on the subject 
of Lincoln in caricature, appears in Notebook 33. 
8 
theme: Historic Summer Haunts from Newport to Portland, in 1912;5 
Famous War Correspondents, in 1914; 6 and The Public Refuses to Pay, 
in 1921.7 His Boston Herald editorial of October 26, 1926, "We 
Submit," dealing with the Sacco-Vanzetti trial, earned him a 
Pulitzer prize. 
The record of Bullard ' s activities during these twenty-five 
years or so does contain, nevertheless, some significant achievements 
in the Lincoln field. Notable in this respect is Bullard's work on 
John Wilkes Booth, and Booth's visit to Boston immediately before the 
assassination of the President. (This subject, as will be noted 
below, was one that co~manded Bullard's attention during all the 
years he vms interested in the study of Lincoln. Just two years 
before his death, Bullard published a brief study on the problem of 
the report that Lincoln's assassin was in Paris shortly before the 
8 tragedy at Ford's Theatre.) Bullard's early researches on the 
Booth story were useful in two respects: they enabled him to acquire 
5 
6 
7 
8 
Boston: Little, Brown and Co. 
Boston: Little, Brown and Co. 
Boston: Marshall Jones Co. 
F. Lauriston Bullard, "A Plausible Solution of the ~\)rstery of 
John Wilkes Booth's Alleged Visit to Paris," Lincoln Herald, 
LII (Oct., 1950), 41-43. 
9 
a knowledge of John Wilkes Booth, his brother Edwin, and their 
history just prior to, during, and following the assassination, 
and th~J also served as the basis of a fascinating article which 
was featured in the Boston Sunday Herald of April 11, 1915. 
Perha ps the best way to show Bullard's . preparation for this article 
is to refer to his notes made at that time. 
From a personal interview with ~tts. Rachel France, who in 
1865 was a young actress knovvn as Rachel Noah (he did not note the 
exact date of this interview), Bullard learned that Miss Noah had a 
strange meeting with John -:lilkes Booth on April 5, 1865. Edwin Booth 
was playing in the leading role of Hamlet on that evening, and Miss Noah 
(who had been married in February of that year and was now really 
Mrs. France) was to play Ophelia opposite him. On that evening of 
April 5, while Miss Noah was waiting in the wings for her cue to 
enter, the handsome John Wilkes Booth suddenly appeared and began 
to chat with her. 
"Well, little girl, I hear you've gone and got married," 
Booth jested. Miss Noah asked him if he intended to go on the 
stage during the current season, to which he replied airily, 11 0, 
pe rhaps, a few engagements in New York and Philadelphia." Her cue 
foll owed almost innnediately~ and the meeting was ended. One week 
later, Booth was on the stage of Ford's Theatre, ~fushington. Bullard 
also learned that Miss Noah v~s really an understudy who took the 
leading lady's part that evening because Rose E,ytinge was indisposed. 
And, he uncovered the interesting bit of information that Miss Noah 
10 
had played Ophelia opposite John Wilkes Booth a year or so earlier 
in Cleveland, Providence, and Boston. At the time of her interview 
·with Bullard, Rachel Noah France was seventy-two years old and 
teaching elocution at the Leland Powers School of 108 Hemenway 
Street, Boston.9 
Edwin Booth appeared on the stage in Boston during the 
fateful second week of April, 1865, and Bullard's researches on the 
assassin's older brother's engagement are both fascinating and complete. 
Searching through old playbills and the Boston newspaper files of the 
period, Bullard discovered that Edwin Booth was scheduled to perform 
at the Boston Theatre from March 27 through April 15. His roles 
included "othello," 11Macbeth, 11 11 Richelieu, 11 Brutus in "Julius Caesar," 
the 11 Merchant of Venice," "Richard III," and "Don Caesar de Bezan 11 
10 
among others. In Bullard's notes on this engagement, he included 
an item that the newspapers at the time were llfull of news from Rich-
mond." The critics, in general, again according to Bullard's notes, 
found Booth's supporting players 11 pretty consistently bad. 1111 
On the Monday and Nednesday of that fateful week in April, 
1865, Bullard found that 11 Hamlet 11 was performed. It was also the 
play chosen to conclude the engagement. (Of course on that Saturday, 
April 15, the play was never performed.) The schedule for the rest 
-------- - - . --- - - -- --· ----
9 
10 
ll 
"Lincoln and the Theatre: From My Old Notes," p. 8, in Notebook 46. 
Ibid., PP • 10-12 
Ibid., pp. ll. 
ll 
of the week included "othello" on Tuesday, "Richard III" on Thursday 
(a day of fasting and prayer in the North), and a double bill of 
''The Iron Chest" and "Don Caesar de Bezan" on Good Friday, April 14, 
1865. According to the newspaper critics (as faithfully recorded by 
Bullard), Edwin Booth was excellent as Othello, and Miss Noah as 
Desdemona was found in parts "very true and tender." Charles Barrow, 
in the role of Iago, was not pleasing to the critics who considered 
his performance "waterish." His interpretation of the difficult role 
'V8s suggestive of Wilkes Booth whom he constantly and foolishly 
imitates in voice, attitude, gesture, and carriage."12 
The newspapers of April 15 announced that Edwin Booth's fare-
well performance would be given that afternoon in "Hamlet." But on 
the following Monday the press printed the note that the Boston Theatre 
would be closed, as of the previous Saturday 1 April 15. Bullard also 
found that while the Boston Museum also announced on Monday that it 
would hold no Monday evening engagement, out of respect to the 
murdered president, the other Boston theaters were open as scheduled.13 
Bullard's discoveries concerning Edwin's Good Friday performance 
at the Boston Theatre are extraordinarily interesting. While brother 
John was making his final preparations, his "one mad act," and his 
flight from the Capital city, Edwin was performing in ''The Iron Chest", 
as Sir Edward Mortimer, and in the title role of "Don Caesar de Bezan." 
Bullard was even able to discover the gross receipts for the evening! 
The total was $1070.10. More than that, Bullard's notes contain an 
12 
13 
~., p. 12. 
Ibid. 
12 
itemized account of this total: three private boxes, $26.00; 172 
balcony seats (first two rows of the balcony only), ~J',l72.00; 1,273 
parquette seats @ So¢ (whole lower floor and last four rows in the 
balcony, $646.50; 364 seats in the family circle @ 30¢, $109.20; 
232 standees, $116.00; ten chairs (beside the orchestra, five on 
each side), $10.00; and two exchanges, 40~. On the previous evening 
(the Fast Day) with 11 Richard III 11 as the attraction, the receipts 
totalled $1197.60, while the Wednesday 11Hamlet11 performance brought 
in only $784.00. Bullard even went to the trouble of learning that 
there was "fine weather" in Boston on the evening of April 14.14 
Bullard also discovered in his research on the Booths an 
incident during the time of the assassination which suggests the sense 
of tragedy felt by Edwin Booth who was overwhelmed by what his brother 
had done in Washington. The Rev. George H. Hepworth of Boston who was 
one of the speakers on Monday, April 17, at the Faneuil Hall meeting 
held to take "appropriate notice of the death of President Lincoln," 
inserted a card in the Boston TranscriEt, dated Saturday, April 15, 
1865; 
To the Editor of the Transc ript : 
As a personal friend of Mr . Edwin Booth, I am 
glad of the opportunity to give the Boston public 
some idea of his present condition. I need not say 
that he has won the respect and esteem of all who 
have had the pleasure of knowing him; and I am 
glad to inform the public that after a thorough 
search of his trunks and correspondence nothing 
has been found which in the slightest degree indi-
cates his knowledge that such an act was contem-
plated. 
Ibid., p. 13. 
13 
He has always been a firm and unflinching 
supporter of the administration, casting the only 
vote of his life last November for W~. Lincoln, and 
standing conspic.uousJ.y in his profession as a man 
l~ral to the idea and cause of the North. 
I have seen him this morning and find him over-
whelmed by the greatness of his affliction. The 
Boston people will give him their sympathy in this 
his hour of trial, and cheerfully gs I, unasked, 
offer~ testimony in his behalf.l~ 
How different 1v.as the character of Edwin Booth from that of 
his brother! 
Bullard's interests during this early period also extended to 
writing a short monograph on Lincoln and his son Ted, a volume that 
was popular enough to have several printings and which made Bullard 
an expert in this field also.l6 An examination of this volume appears 
in Chapter Four. 
2. 
Later, as Bullard's investigations in the sto~ of Lincoln 
became more detailed, and as his general knowledge of the field became 
mor.e extensive, Bullard earned the reputation of being a watchdog among 
Lincoln scholars, one who would not permit the record to be cluttered 
with 1~itings based on careless or inaccurate research. As his interests 
developed, he assumed the role of an important clearing house of informa-
tion and a severe critic of doubtful Lincolniana. 
Beginning in the late 1930's and continuing until his last 
illness, Bullard gained a wide reputation as a stern judge of all who 
15 
16 
Ibid., pp. 14-15 
Tad and His Father (Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1915). 
editions appeared in 1916 and 1933. 
Later 
would produce inaccurate works on Lincoln. His most famous objections 
were leveled at the writings of Emanuel Hertz and Carl Sandburg. 
There was no malice involved in Bullard's attempts to keep the 
Lincoln record accurate. He simply demanded accuracy. "There is 
no occasion," he once wrote Hertz, 11for y ou to refer to me as an 
1 ene~. 1 I am however a stickler for exactitude in writing about 
Lincoln. 111 And, when this stickler for exactitude found one hundred 
and eighty errors in sixteen of the documents used by Hertz, he concluded 
that 11That ain't the way real scholars do things," and he followed the 
advice of historian Worthington C. Ford who suggested that Bullard 
"give 1em Hell(n2 
A decade before the period of Bullard's sharp criticism of 
Hertz and Sandbur g, a controversy broke out in Boston about a s eries 
of articles dealing with alleged Lincoln material never before pub-
lished.3 Although Boston played a significant role in this controversy 
over the validity of the "original" Lincoln docrunents in the Atlantic, 
1 
2 
3 
Bullard to Emanuel Hertz, Feb. 24, 1938. 
Notebook 58. 
Bullard to Paul M. Angle, April 23, 1938. 
Copy. Inserted in 
Photostat. 
Wilma F. Minor, "Lincoln the Lover: the Setting--New Salem," Atlantic 
Monthly, CXLII (Dec., 1928), 838-856; "Lincoln the Lover: the Court-
ship," Atlantic Monthly, CXLIII (Jan., 1929), l-14; "Lincoln the Lover: 
the Tragedy , 11 Atlantic Monthly, CXLIII (Feb., 1929), 215-225. For an 
account of the roles of the chief actors in this controversy, see 
Robert E. Moody, "Tempest in the Bean Pot: A Review of the Minor 
Forgeries." Paper read before the Lincoln Group of Boston, April 12, 
1958. Typescript i n the files of the Group. 
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Bullard himself did not become one of the principal members, either 
of the defense or the prosecution in the case. Worthington C. Ford 
challenged the Atlantic editors,~ and eventually the documents were 
demonstrated to be for geries. In 1928 Bullard perhaps was not reaqy 
to play his dominant role in this area of the Lincoln field . However, 
this does not indicate that he was not interested in the controversy a s 
it developed in the late 1920's. 
One of Bullard's notebooks is almost entirely devoted to the 
Atlantic forgeries, containing news clippings of the statements issued 
by various scholars, as well as editorials and press releases.5 Also, 
Bullard himself suggested that his role was somewhat more than passive . 
In an editorial titled "The Atlantic Owns Up," Bullard noted that 11 the 
Herald confesses to some gratification in having contributed t o the 
finale by mobilizing critical opin..ion upon the • • • documents. u6 
When, however, Hertz 1 s work on the ~{illiam H. Herndon papers 
was published in 1938 and Sandburg 's long study of Lincoln presidential 
years was printed in 1939,7 Bullard did more than use the Herald 
5 
6 
7 
See Ford's signed editorial in the Boston Herald, Dec. 3, 1928. 
Notebook 15. 
Boston Herald, Jan., 22, 1929. 
Emanuel Hertz, The Hidden Lincoln: From the Letters and Papers of 
William H. Herndon (New York : Viking Press, 1938). Hereafter cited 
as Hidden Lincoln. Carl Sandburg, Abraham Lincoln: The War Years 
(4 vols.; New York: Harcourt, Brace and Co., 1939). Hereafter 
cited as War Years. All references in this paper are to the first 
printing. Because of its populari~ the volume has had several 
editions. 
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to mobilize critical opinion against these works. He personally led 
the attack of the few critics who were willin~ to condemn certain 
short-comings of the books. 
In a press notice dated February 7, 1938, the Viking Press 
of New York City announced the publication of a book by Emanuel Hertz, 
titled The Hidden Lincoln, which included secret and sensational docu-
ments belonging to Lincoln's law partner, William H. Herndon. The news 
release further tempted readers to buy the book which would include 
"facts" about Lincoln's "parentage, health, courtship, early life, law 
practice, and religion." And, if this were not enough to induce the 
public to purchase the book, the publishers also added that "earli~ 
biographers i gnored or suppressed this controversial material: some 
still object to its publication."8 
The book included the complete texts of a large number of 
Lincoln documents accumulated by Herndon. Following a 24-page intro-
duction by the author, the Hertz work contains about four hundred 
pages of letters and statements presented without comment. In these 
fou+ hundred pages are twenty letters from Herndon to C.F. Hart, ten 
to Ward Hill Lamon (written between 1866 and 1870), twenty to Truman H. 
Bartlett, five to Henry C. Whitney, and eighty-nine to Jesse W. Weik, 
all dated between 1881 and 1891; and also eleven letters to various 
other persons -- in all one hundred and fifty-five letters. Then there 
is a selection of thirty-one letters to Herndon, including some of 
major importance. Twenty-three of these are statements by contemporaries 
8 A copy of this news release is inserted in Notebook 58. 
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.9 
of Lincoln. 
The author, Hertz, clearly defined his object in publishing 
the book; '~he main object of this book is to let the American people 
know what Herndon wrote about Lincoln. That has never been done 
until I reproduced the papers and included them in ~The Hidden Lincoln, ' 
10 
as they were written by Herndon." 
For his efforts, Hertz received generous praise from many 
historians. Professor Allan Nevins of Columbia University, according 
to Hertz, was most ample in his commendation of the book: 
Let me say that I have almost finished your new 
book on Lincoln, and I am delighted with it. It is 
a courageous piece of work, but I do not think you 
need fear a hornet's nest. The truth-speaking is too 
plainly in the highest interests of history, and in 
the last analysis, in the interest of Lincoln's own 
fame . vlliat a striking story these letters unfold, 
and how much evidence they give upon Lincoln's 
character! I congratulate you upon the book, which 
will remain a landmark in the literature of the 
subject • •• ll 
others, again according to Hertz, also commended him for his 
publication: Nicholas Murray Butler, Paul H. Buck, Henry Steele Commager, 
l2 
and Ida M. Tarbell, among others. 
A book containing such extraordinary material as the publishers 
9 This compilation was made by Bullard. Notebook 58. 
10 
Hertz to Bullard, Jan. 18, 1938. Inserted in Notebook 58. 
11 
Hertz to Bullard, Jan. 26, 1938. Inserted in Notebook 58. 
12 
Hertz to Bullard, Februar; 4, 1938. Inserted in Notebook 58 . 
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claimed for this one and receiving such critical acclaim from the 
distinguished persons mentioned above could scarcely escape the 
notice, or better still, the scrutiny, of as conscientious a student 
of Lincoln as F. Lauriston Bullard. Bullard promptly initiated a 
correspondence ~~th the author; and the letters he received from 
Hertz and several statements in The Hidden Lincoln itself induced 
Bullard to challenge many statements in the volume and to question 
the overall importance of the book, letters of commendation from 
distinguished authors notwithstanding. 
Hertz considered a favorable reaction to The Hidden Lincoln 
by a scholar of Bullard's stature as desirable, and therefore informed 
Bullard of the''extraordinary" items he had published: 
The burning of Lincoln papers; falsification of 
Nicolay & Hay's manuscript; the conspiracy of 
silence in reference to Herndon 's letters; the 
oblivi on which seemed to have covered four 
s eries of his letters to Hart, Lamon, Arnold 
and ~nitney in Huntington; the explosion of the 
myth that Lincoln never told shady stories; the 
arrangement between [ sic "'J Beveridge, Ford and 
Greenslet to prevent Barton or anybody else from 
examing ~J the Herndon papers in Weik's 
possession; the sy stematic abuse of Herndon while 
his manuscripts were being used all over the count~; 
the concerted efforts of everyone to discredit 
Herndon excepting only men like Horace White; a 
poem of Lincoln's which appears at the conclusion 
of my book has never been published in full and 
such stanzas as have been published were inac-
curately done because the original poem was never 
seen by any one. The Lincoln portrait taken by 
Gardner a few days before his assassination which 
is in all likelihood the last picture of Lincoln : 
notwithstanding Frederick Meserve's opinion to the 
contrary; ••• the elinination of the term 11when the 
time is ripe" in the actual publishing of these 
items in my book. We don't have to wait for the 
pleasure of [ Oliver R. ] Barrett or [_Paul M~ Angle 
and have them decide when, in their opinion, i t 
would be proper to publish it, or them. For once , 
we hear Herndon tell the story of Lincoln, the early 
days, the early poems, the voice of Lincoln's step-
mother, of his step-brother, etc., etc •••• vVhen 
you shall have finished reading ~ book, I am con-
vinced that Lincoln minded as you are, Lincoln author 
as you have been, that your verdict will be in favor 
of Herndon, and of the crying need of the publishing 
of all this material now -- lest it be destroyed or 
lost by "accident.nl3 
19 
Hertz was right in describing his correspondent as "Linc oln 
minded"; but when the Lincoln-minded Bullard finished his own investi-
gation of The Hidden Lincoln, he had so upset the author tha t Hertz 
wa s obliged to inform Bullard that he could no longer "see any reason 
for continuing this correspondence." He described some of Bullard's 
investigations as "uni'air, 11 and "uncalled for, 11 and concluded: "I can 
take care of my enemies but God help me against my friends. 1114 What 
had happened to bring about these complaints was Bullard 's scrutiny of 
Hertz's elaborate claims of the significance of the material included 
in The Hidden Lincoln. Ignoring the fact that many Lincoln students 
had praised the Hertz volume, Bullard decided to study carefully the 
statements made by Hertz and to subject them to critical analysis. 
The Bullard correspondence on this question indicates clearly that he 
painstakingly investiga ted whatever in The Hidden Lincoln appearing as 
of dubious authenticity. 
13 
14 
Hertz to Bullard, Jan. 21, 1938. Inserted in Notebook 58. 
Hertz to Bullard, Feb .?3, 1938 ; Hertz t o Bullard , Feb. 25, 1938. 
Both letters inserted in Notebook 58 . 
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Bullard found much in the book that was upsetting. Even 
the Foreword, written by Nicholas Murray Butler, troubled Bullard. 
Butler wrote: 
One would think that to say anything new about 
Lincoln had long since become impossible, but it 
certainly is practicable, as N~ . Hertz has shown to 
discover and to interpret new material concerning one 
of the best-known personalities in modern public life. 1S 
Apparently, Bullard was not even satisfied with Butler's Fore-
word, and began a correspondence with Dr. Butler to learn of his connec-
tion with the Hertz book. As a result, Bullard was able to write later 
that he could state 11 on the highest authority ••• that President Nicholas 
Murray Butler did not know all the book contains when he wrote the 
foreword.nl6 
Unfortunately, the present writer has been unable to find in 
Bullard's files exactly what Bullard's highest authority for this 
statement was . But there is a letter from Butler to Bullard which 
certainly suggests that President Butler was not aware of all the 
contents of the book. 11 I have your letter of the 3rd, 11 wrote 
Dr. Butler, "and shall do my best to look carefully into Mr. Hertz' 
book at an early opportunity. I have no doubt that the field covered 
is full of disputatious incidents, but on the whole it seems desirable 
in the case of a man like Lincoln to· let the whole sto~ be told, 
particularly as so many years have elapsed since his death . nl7 
15 
16 
17 
Hertz, Hidden Lincoln, p. vii . 
Editorial, "Lincoln defamed," Boston Herald, Feb. 12, 1938. 
Nicholas Murray Butler to Bullard, Feb. 4, 1938. 
Notebook 58. Underscoring supplied. 
Inserted in 
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This Butler wrote more than two months after writing the Foreword. 
Beginning with the Introduction, Bullard scrutinized the 
Hertz book carefully, and discovered many statements that he could 
show were not true. 
Not too modestly Hertz stated that he had published in 1931, 
l, 250 Lincoln docurnents hitherto 11unknownnl8 and documents which 
"have played a part in the reappraisal of Lincoln.n19 But in his 
copy of The Hidden Lincoln, Bullard jotted in the margin a note to 
the effect that Hertz's statement was not exact: that many of Hertz's 
"hitherto unknown" Lincoln documents had appeared in the Nicolay and 
Hay, Tracy, and Angle editions of Lincoln's writings. 20 
Hertz next explained that after 1933 he "went to the Huntington 
Library to examine for myself the greatest collection of unused Herndon 
material in existence.n2l This, of course, implies that The Hidden 
Lincoln would contain material not seen or used by recent Lincoln 
biographers, and therefore make the Hertz book all the more significant. 
After a brief investigation, Bullard was easily able to demonstrate the 
falsity of this statement on 11unused11 material at the Huntington Library. 
Bullard simply wrote to the Library to learn if the material there had 
18 
19 
20 
21 
Emanuel Hertz, Abraham Lincoln: A New Portrait (2 vols.; New York: 
Horace Liveright Inc., 1931). 
Hertz, Hidden Lincoln, p. 20. 
John G. Nicolay and John Hay (eds.), Complete Works of Abraham Lincoln 
(12 vols.; New York: Tandy Co., 1905)"; Gilbert A. Tracy (ed.), -
Uncollected Letters of Abraham Lincoln (Boston: Houghton, Mifflin, 
1917); Paul M. Angle (ed.)~-- -New Letters and Papers of Lincoln 
(Boston: Houghton, Mifflin, 1930). 
Hertz, Hidden Lincoln, p. 20. 
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been used by other scholars. R.B. Haselden, Curator of Manuscripts, 
replied: "From my own personal knowledge I can state very definitely 
t hat the late Dr. William E. Barton did have access to all our manu-
script Lincoln material. Of course I cannot guarantee that he read 
all this material, but he certainly had it all on his desk during the 
time he was working at this library, which was many years a go. 1122 
Another statement in Hertz's Introduction that annoyed Bullard 
was the one indicating that although Albert J. Beveridge23 had access to 
the material formerly in the possession of Jesse Weik -- much of which 
is published in The Hidden Lincoln, he did no more than lift 11a corner 
of the veil over Herndon's researches. 1124 This statement was sheer 
nonsense . Bullard conclusively indicated in his notes that Beveridge 
was very familiar with the manuscripts presented by Hertz; in a half 
hour he had jotted down many examples cited in Beveridge's work : 
22 
Gurley Sta tement (Beveridge, I :50l) (Hertz, p. 382). 
Mrs. E. Edwards statement (Beveridge, I:333) (Hertz, p. 373). 
Gillespie to Herndon (Beveridge, I:300) (Hertz, p. 321). 
Herndon to Weik, l/1.5/1886 (Beveridge, I :304) (Hertz, p. 134). 
Herndon to Weik, l/16/1886 (Beveridge, I:308) (Hertz, p. 137). 
Rutledge sta tement (Beveridge , I:l47) (Hertz, p. 310). 
R.B. Haselden t o Bullard, Feb . l, 1938. Inserted in Notebook 58. 
23 Beveridge 's use of the materialwas in preparation of his Abraham 
Lincoln: 1809-1858 (2 vols.; Boston: Houghton, tufflin, 1928). 
24 Hertz, Hidden Lincoln, P• 14. 
23 
Rutledge to Herndon, ll/21/1886 (Beveridge, 1:148 ) (Hertz, 
p. 318). 
!!:lizabeth Crawford, 9/16/1865 (Beveridge, 1:76) (Hertz, p. 365). 
This work of one-half duration would scarcely justify describ-
ing Beveridge's use of the material as lifting a corner of the veil ! 25 
Concerning the 11 new11 material in the Hertz book Bullard concluded: 
"Beveridge used all that ought to be used. So did Barton. After all 
there is relatively little that is new in the book." The Hertz volume, 
as Bullard described it, was a bare presentation of documents while the 
works of Beveridge and Barton were ones in which the authors used 
standard methods of biograpey, "citing authorities and weaving quotat-
tions into their texts." Bullard was willing to concede that in its 
place The Hidden Lincoln was of some value (in that it represented 
a publica tion of the documents), but Bullard concluded that 11by no 
means is this 'the most important Lincoln publication since the Herndon-
Weik of 1880. 1 n26 
25 
26 
Bullard's notes appear in Notebook 58. 
Bullard here is quoting the press release put out by the publishers 
of The Hidden Lincoln. Notebook 58. As a matter of fact Bullard 
was even able to draw on his magnificent pamphlet file to discover 
an earlier statement by Hertz that shows that four years before the 
publication of The Hidden Lincoln, Hertz did not believe that 
Beveridge had simply "lifted the veil" obscuring the Weik material. 
Hertz wrote in 1934: " Vfny should Beveridge have traveled to 
California when ••• Jesse w. Weik gave him anything he wanted from 
an original collection ••• Vfuereas the Huntington Library 3000 miles 
away had only copies in longhand of matter which was available in 
1871... One need but read the hundred odd letters of Beveridge to 
Weik to see why Beveridge did not have to go to California when Weik 
and his collection were so near at hand." Emanuel Hertz, Notes on 
the Herndon-\ eik Collection of Ori inal,Lincoln Manuscripts, Docu-
ments, and Other Paoers (Private~ printed by the author,l93 , p.20. 
24 
Before The Hidden Lincoln was published, scholars and the 
general reading public itself, through the work of such biographers 
as Beveridge and Barton, had learned of the facts of Lincoln's domestic 
life, his religious opinions, his reading and sto~-telling, and his 
courtships, And, as Bullard pointed out, even Herndon's analyses of 
Lincoln's character have several times been printed. 27 
In Bullard's eyes the saddest feature of the Hertz book was 
that it contained certain data that never should have been published, 
and a few that, if published, 11 should have been accompanied by 
evaluate~ analyses, n28 Nine times, according to Bullard 1 s count, 
Hertz included references to Thomas Lincoln's incapacity and also 
some hints that the father of Abraham Lincoln was one Abraham Enloe. 
One example will suffice here of this t ype of "sensational" revelations. 
In a l etter to Truman H. Bartlett of Boston, dated September 30, 1887, 
Herndon wrote, in part: 
27 
28 
29 
Now I wish to explain the facts some-what of Lincoln's 
origin, the doubt of it, etc. It is said to me that 
Thomas Lincoln, Abraham's father was castrated and 
there is not much doubt of it, but the material question 
is: When was he castrated'? Nancy Hanks, Abraham's 
mother, married Thomas Lincoln when she was about t wenty-
two years of age. She had three children by Thomas 
Lincoln -- at least the three children were born when 
or after Thomas and Nancy were married ••• 29 
Notebook 58. 
Ibid. 
Hidden Lincoln, p. 205, The underscoring does not appear in the Hertz 
book, but in the document itself. Bullard obtained a photostat 
of the quotation and 11 corrected11 his personal copy of The Hidden 
Lincoln. 
25 
This material, Bullard believed, if p1ililished at all should 
have been accompanied by some kind of editorial comment. He included 
in his notes the reference to Dr . Barton who previously had investigated 
this "evidence" and had concluded that, among other things, "Thomas 
Lincoln was the father of Abraham Lincoln.u30 Paul M. Angle agreed 
with Bullard about the lack of propriety in publishing this material 
without any kind of editorial comnent. Angle agreed that with such 
editorial comment citing Barton's "disproof of Lincoln's illegitimacy 
and similar refutations," there could be no valid objection to publish-
ing the docwnents because they would "then serve as a valuable basis 
for a critique of Herndon 1 s general accuracy. n3l 
The inclusion of the question of Lincoln's paternity and the 
problem of the legitimacy of Nancy Hanks without any kind of "editorial 
analyses 11 annoyed Bullard, but far more disturbing were two passages 
that to Bullard (Angle also a greed with Bullard on this) should never 
have been published.32 The less obnoxious of the two appears here . 
In a letter to Weik, dated Janua~, 1891, Herndon wrote : 
30 
When I was in Greencastle in 1887 I said to you 
that Lincoln had, vmen a mere boy, the syphilis, and 
now let me explain the matter in full, which I have 
never done before. About the year 1835-36 Mr. Lincoln 
~---------·-·-------
William E. Barton, The Paternity of Abraham Lincoln: Was He the 
Son of Thomas Lincoln? An Essay on the Chastity of Nancy Hanks 
(New York: G.H . Doran Co ., 1920), p. 321. 
3l Paul M. Angle to Bullard, Jan. 29, 1938. Inserted in Notebook 58 . 
32 Notebook 58; Angl e to Bullard, Jan. 29, 1938. Inserted in Notebook 58 . 
went to Beardstown and during a devilish passion had 
connection with a girl and ca ught the disease.33 
26 
Herndon, Bullard noted, was writing shortly before his death 
in 1891 about something alleged to have happened fifty-years before. 
To a scholar of Bullard's calibre the only justification for printing 
such statements would be conclusive proof . But, as Bullard pointed 
out, "There is no proof of them. 11 Hertz, in publishing these docu-
ments, was not actually producing anything that was unknown. Beveridge 
had dealt vvith the matter previously ~~th what Bullard described as 
"proper restraint.n34 Bullard himself, as early as 1935, was aware 
of the r eport of Lincoln's supposed contraction of a venereal disease, 
and, as Bullard s uggested, many Lincoln scholars knew of the report. 
In 1935 Angle wrote to Bullard about this Herndon allegation: 
33 
34 
35 
Beveridge talked to me about the matter which 
troubles you. In fact , in his book there is an 
allusion to it which is innocent enough to the 
unsuspecting reader, but full of meaning to any-
one who has been rorewarned. I can't give you 
the citation, but I think you can find it by 
studying the index a little. Try Drake, Daniel. 
That was the physician 1 s name. 
Iey- talk with Beveridge on this subject took 
place at leas t seven or eight years ago, so I 
don't trust completely my recollection of it. 
But what I recall is this -- that among the Weik 
pape rs Beveridge found either a letter or memoran-
dum by Herndon to the effect that Lincoln as a young 
man had contracted a venereal disease, and that it 
was the real cause of his worry about his marriage . 
Perso ally, I agree vrith [ Oliver R. J Barrett in not 
taking much stock in the story ••• JS 
Hertz, Hidden Lincoln, p. 259 
Notebook 58; Beveridge, Lincoln, I, 312-13. 
Nov. 25, 1935 • Inserted in Notebook 58. 
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Bullard complained that although Hertz contends that the 
whole truth should be told, 11 Is he sure what the truth is ?n36 
In ~n editorial for Lincoln's Birthday, 1938, Bullard 
put t he r esults of his investigations and extensive correspondence 
to good use by dealing with the Hertz book. The editorial was titled 
"Lincoln Defamed". After listing the many objections he had to The 
Hidden Lincoln, Bullard concluded: "Well, let no lover of Lincoln 
wor~ overmuch. Washington's memo~ was attacked and his fame survives 
unimpaired. So will Lincoln's.n37 Letters commending this editorial 
were forwarded to Bullard from such people as Professor He~ 
Steele Commager and Jewell F. Stevens, Vice-chairman of the Chicago 
Historical Society.38 
Bullard's role in condemning Hertz's volume simply represented 
an attempt on his part to keep the Lincoln story accurate. ·while Hertz 
apparently did not appreciate Bullard's labors in this field (he wrote 
that Bullard was one of the two outstanding exceptions to the favorable 
reviewers of his book),39 Bullard in a magnificent understatement 
informed Hertz that "there is nothing unusual in my thus examining a 
book in which I am intensely interested; I have done this many times.rr40 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
Notebook 58. 
Boston Herald, Feb. 12, 1938. 
Commager to Bullard, Feb. 16, 1938; Stevens to Bullard, Feb. 15, 1938. 
Both letters inserted in Notebook 58. 
Oliver R. Barrett of Chicago was the other. Virginia Maier (Secreta~ 
to Otto Eisenschiml) to Bullard, ~Br. 1, 1938. Inserted in 
Notebook 58. 
Bullard to Hertz, Feb. 24, 1938, Copy. Inserted in Notebook 58 . 
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3 
A year after the publication of the Hertz volume, Carl 
Sandburg 's four volume study of Lincoln's Presidency was released. 
As Sandburg himself described it, his War Years was a book "written 
about a man whose mother could not write by a man whose father could 
not write. 111 But of course, the War Years was much more t han that. 
In his review appearing in the New York Times, playwright Robert E. 
Sherwood concluded t hat 11 the people of t his nation and the human race 
may well salute and thank Carl Sandburg for the magnitude of his contribu-
tion to our common heritage. 112 The book was an i mmediate s uccess and 
received excellent notices in the press by such distinguished writers 
as Sherwood, Llqrd Lewis, otto Eisenschiml, Charles Poor, Max Lerner , 
and L. E. Robi nson.3 These laudatory notices bothered Bullard. He vffi s 
convinced that t hese reviewers obviously did not do one thing that he 
had done: 11 to go behind the returns," as he explained it.4 
l 
2 
3 
Harry E. Pratt to Bullard, April 26, 1950. 
New York Times Book Review, Dec. 3, 1939, p . lLr. 
Lell'lis 's review appear ed in the New York Herald Tribune Books , 
Dec. 3, 1939, p. 3; Eisenschiml 1 s in the New Yor k Sun, Dec. l, 1939; 
Poore's in the New York Times, Dec. 1, 1939; the reviews by Lerner 
and Robinson are in unidentified clippings inserted in Bullard's 
cop,y of t he Sandbur g work. 
Bullard, "Notes on Carl Sandburg 's War Years," typescript, 1940 • 
I read all four volumes with care -- every line. 
With 2500 Lincoln items about me I was able in 
my home to do a lot of checking. I trust I manifes-
t ed no ungenerous spirit in doing so. But here is 
the longest Lincoln biography ever written, tbe 
four Nar Years volumes are more than equivalent 
to all of Nicolay and Hay plus one more volume t he 
same size. 
29 
Reading Sandburg 1 s Foreword, Bullard was surpri sed by the 
last paragraph in which Sandburg noted that he often regretted using 
the "three dots of elision" in omitting unimportant material from a 
quotation, but that he nevertheless used t he device in his book .5 
Bullard wondered, "Why insert that?n Then, Bullard came to page 92 
of the first volume and a quotation from 11 The Diary of a Public I'llan, 11 
"had a hunch," and acted upon it. Fourteen lines were omitted, without 
marks of elision. Now Bullard checked on some other matters and began 
to read and to check together as much as he could during off hours.6 
After this careful examination of the War Years, Bullard 
concluded that there were three important facts that, in his opinion, 
greatly damaged Sandburg's work: (l) the total absence of footnotes 
and postnotes, (2) the absence of a critical evaluation of sources, 
and (3) the lack of disc ussion of Lincoln's statecraft. The t hird 
item Bullard particularly regretted. He believed that Sandburg s hould 
have covered such subjects as Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation --
Was it a war measure? Why? He was also disappointed that there was 
no discussion of Lincoln's secret pledge to join with McClellan to 
5 Sandburg , War Years, I, xxi. 
6 Bullard, "Notes on Sandburg 's 1'iar .Yea rs, 11 pp. l-2. 
30 
save the Union in case of his own defeat in the election of 1864 . 
·fhat were Lincoln 1 s views as to his rights under the Constitution 
to assume dictatorial powers in t he time of war? What was the ratio 
of politician to sta tesman in Lincoln's character and career? Bullard 
felt t ha t the student of Lincoln and t he Civil .dar era would greatly 
miss the absence of a discussion of these points. 7 
Along with these three serious defects in the book, Bullard 
discovered rna~ errors of a less significant nature. He counted and 
noted one hundred such errors, and indicated that t here were many 
others dealing with less important matters. 8 It will suffice in this 
paper to note a few of the i nst ances in which Bullard was disatisfied 
with the material Sandburg used in his study. 
Sandburg included the story concerning the allegation that 
Mrs. Lincoln was disloyal to the Union cause. According to this report 
the rumors reached the point where Senate members of the Committee on 
the Conduct of the V.far had "set a secret morning session for attention 
t o reports that :WJ.rs. Lincoln V'.ras a dj_sloyalist. n 9 Just as the meeting 
was called to order by the chairman, the President suddenly entered the 
room, to the surprise of all the Senators present. Then, he spoke, 
"slowly, ...-dth control, through a depth of sorrow in the tone of voice: 
'I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, appear of my own 
volition befor e this Committee of the Senate to say that I, of my own 
7 
8 
9 
Ibid., PP• J-4. 
Ibid., p. 11.~. 
Sandburg, \'far Years, II, 199. 
31 
knowledge, know t hat it is untrue that any of my family hold treasonable 
communication with the enenr.t. 11110 
As far as Bullard could determine, this incident was first 
mentioned publicly by Thomas L. James in an article b-.f William Hayes 
·Nard in the Lincoln number of the ev; York Independent of 1895. 11 
James wa s Post-master General in President Garfield ' s Cabinet from 1881 
to 188 2, and the story was told him as an illustration of Lincoln's 
solitude by a member of the Senate Committee on the Conduct of t he 
War . 12 
Bullard, however, refused to accept a second hand reference 
given thirty years after the event took place. Although he believed 
the report was not impossible, he did consider it i mprobahle. 11Anyhow," 
Bullard concluded, 11the author ought not -- if I may so say -- state 
t he incident as a fact unless he has absolute evidence. There should 
be a statement in addition to the present text to satisfy the r easonable 
doubts of any careful reader. 13 
Not only did Bullard check the record of this strange item, but 
he also wrote T. Harry Williams, the outstanding authority on Lincoln's 
relations with the Radicals in Congress. Williams replied that he had 
not seen the James account, but had found in his own studies of the 
official records of the Cormnittee and of t he papers of its members 
11 nothing to uphold the story in any VIray . " On the contrary , Williams was 
10 
ll 
12 
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convinced that the Committee Radicals and Mrs. Lincoln were on fairly 
friendly terms . He concluded that of the interviews between Lincoln 
and the Committee that he knew of, "the Committee went to Lincoln. 
He would hardl y go to them. The ':'ashington correspondents would have 
knovm and talked .1114 
This indiscriminate use of sources annoyed Bullard . He 
complained: 11 :WJ.r . Sandburg is too prone to use every·thing, whatever 
may be its ori gin, and at times he accepts material which he admits 
in the context not to be abov e suspicion." Too often, Bullard believed, 
Sandburg presented his readers "no clue to follow," anci thus the r eader 
could not 11 guess very closely as to the reliability 11 of the author 's 
sources.lS 
Bullard cited as another instance of Sandburg's careless 
evaluation of sources the story that at a Cabinet meeting of 
September 2, 1862, Lincoln f or the first time declared that he vv-as 
ready to res ign. It was at this Cabinet meeting that the President 
announced he was a gain placing General George B. McClellan in command 
of the Uni on army hear Washi ngton, D. C. This news resulted in sharp 
criticism both by the Secretary of War , St anton, and the Secretary of 
the Treasury , Chase . At this point , according to Sandburg, Lincoln 
"for the first time told his advisers that he was ready to quit his 
job; he would gladly resign." 11 The President said it distressed him 
Williams to Bullard, June 4 , 1940 . Inserted in Notebook 76. 
Bullard, 11Notes on Sandburg's ilar Years," p. 3. 
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exceedingly to find himself differing on such a point from the Secretary 
of War and the Secretary of the Treasury; that he would gladly resign 
his plac~; but he could not see who could do the work wanted as well 
"cClellan. 1116 As Bullard pointed out, 11place" is the crucial word in 
this passage . Did Lincoln express a willingness to 11 quit the Presi-
dency ?"17 
Carefully, Bullard investigated the sources of Chase's diary 
(from which Sandburg obtained the bulk of the material used in his 
passage). Vfhen Chase's diary was published in 1874, the editor used 
the word 11place, 1118 and it appears that Sandbur g was quoting from this 
version when he included the account in The War Years. However, the 
American Historical Association published in 1903 a collection of 
Ch~se letters and his diary. The work was edited by a co~~ttee of 
American scholars. In t his publication, Bullard found that the "crucial 
line 11 was rendered: 11 The President said ••• that he would gladly resign 
his plan.ul9 Was Lincoln willing to give up his "plan" or his "place"'? 
16 
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To solve the problem Bullard turned to the original manuscript 
that >ms used both ~r Narden and the American Historical Association . 
He obtained a photostatic copy of the original which is in t he possession 
of the Library of Congress. According to the Chief of the Division of 
Na nuscripts of t he Library of Congress , the original doc ument is the 
work of a copyist, probably Chase's private secretary. The same hand-
writing appears in the body of Chase 1 s letters which were then signed 
by the Secreta~ of the Treasury . In studying t h e photostat, Bullard 
found that he could not perfectly transcrih e t he crucial word. He 
found that it s eemed to be the word "plan" with a horizontal line just 
above the letter "n'', 20 or ''something like that. 1121 The best sug_esti on 
Bullard could receive from the Library of Congress was a guess that t he 
horizontal line might have been used by the copyist of the Diary to 
denote a correction, 11 so that what may originally have been 11 ce 11 
became 1 n 1 • 11 " Resign his plan," concluded t he Chief of the Division 
of Manuscripts at t he Congressional Library , 11is not idiomatic , but 
s eems to suit the context better ... .. ive could find nothing else in 
the Chase Papers bearing on the question.u22 
Bullard indicated that he preferred "plan" to 11place 11 , and 
gave three reasons for his preference . (l) It fits t he context better; 
20 
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of Congress) to Bull a rd, Feb. 16, 1940. The letter is att~ched 
to the photostat from Chase's Diary. Photostat, Box A. 
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(2) it is more consonant with Lincoln 1 s character; and (3) there 
is a lack of c orroborating contempora~ evidence to indica te Lincoln 
was willing to r esign his office. 23 Attorn~ General Bates, although 
present at the cabinet meeting, left no account of it in his Diary; 24 
and Secretary of the Navy Welles, 11while otherwise a greeing quite 
fully with Chase,n25 made no mention of such a sta tement by Lincoln. 26 
Bull ard s uggested that 11it seems hardly possible that he would have 
omitted any mention of a proposed resignation by the President had 
there been any such hint.n27 
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To as cautious a scholar as Bullard, the uncertainty 
surrounding the word "place" or "plan", and the failure of any of 
the men a t the meeting to agree that Lincoln hinted he would be 
willing to resign appeared to be adequate justification for Sandburg 
to mention very carefully the "fact of doubt." "His statement," 
. 28 
concluded Bullard, "is too absolute and positive." 
Although the present writer agrees with Bullard that Sandburg 's 
statement was too positive, he is not too certain about reading the 
word "plan" for "place". Professor Randall cautiously noted that 
although both Warden and Sandburg adopted the word "place," "the 
best published text of the diary, " the one published by the American 
Historical Association in its Annual Report of 1902, reads "resign his 
plan."29 A more recent editor of the Chase papers has concluded: "But 
the word which, after all, is in a copyist's handwriting -- is not 
clear and seems more like 'plan.'"3° This statement is not convincing 
to the writer who, in studying the same photostat Bullard used, was 
left with the impression that "place", with a horizontal line above 
the "ce," is the more logical reading of the crucial word. Even 
Secretary Welles, who, as Bullard pointed out, did not note specifically 
that Lincoln indicated his willingness to resign his office, did 
write in his Diary what seems to suggest that Lincoln might have 
used strong words: "When the President came in," wrote 
28 
Ibid. 
29 James G. Randall, Lincoln the President {4 vols., volume IV by 
Randall and Richard N. Current; New York: Dodd, Mead, 1945-1953), 
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ii elles, 11and heard the subject matter of our conversation, he said he 
had done what seemed to him best and would be responsible for what he 
had done to the country.u3l 
But perhaps this long digression is unnecessary and unimportant. 
What is significant, however, is Bullard's legitimate contention that 
although Sandburg may have accepted the word 11 place 11 instead of the word 
11plan, 11 he should have indicated his reasons for doing so, and he should 
have noted the fact that his interpretation was not widely accepted. 
As Bullard insisted : 11 0ne may concede uncertainty and consistently 
hold that the fact of doubt oughtm have careful mention in such a 
work . n32 
Another instance of Bullard's dissatisfaction with Sandburg's 
lack of critical evaluation of sources concerns the information Sandburg 
used (in his book) based on what Bullard discovered to be the ''Putman's 
_a gazine Article." The biographer devoted an entire section of his work33 
to the particular magazine article in question.34 The writer (the 
article was simply signed 11M. Wentworth," and the editors assured the 
readers of the good faith of the author) claims to have been present 
at the \'Vhite House and to have attended many of the interviews between 
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Lincoln and applicants for various presidential favors. 
The author, according to the Putnam article, had asked the 
President, sometime during the later years of the Civil War, to have 
discharged from milita~ service her brother who had entered the 
service at fifteen years of age. Not only was Lincoln supposed to 
have granted the petition but he also reputedly asked M. Wentworth 
if he could do any thing more for her. Her reply: that she might 
be present at Lincoln's public interviews and that s he be permitted 
to ~rrite notes of them for publication. The amiable President allowed 
her to do so. For this article she selected only a few of several 
hundred petitions 11 to present a faithful record of -vvhat s he actually 
saw and heard on the occasions described. 113.5 One of the incidents 
in the article is as follows: 
All day long President Lincoln had received peti-
tioners, and still they came. He could hear the murmur 
of voices in the outer rooms, as they were anxious to 
be admitted; he must rest for a few moments. 
11 Tad, my dearson, go to your mother; you must be 
tired here." 
UNo, no, papa; I don't want to go now-- I want to 
stay and see t he people." And he forced his hands 
dovm deep into his pockets, threw himself on the floor 
under a writing-desk which stood near his father, and , 
settling his head on a cushion, continued: 11Ain 1t you 
tired of folks, pa ?"36 
One petitioner, according to the account, was able to induce 
the President to grant her request. This interview is supposed to have 
3.5 
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ended in the following manner: 
11 0h, President Lincoln! I believe you are a 
Christian. I thank God for it. I will pray f or 
you every day with me whole heart." 
11 I have need of your prayers; I have need of 
all the prayers that can be offered for me. 11 
"Oh, N..r. Lincoln, that is the Christian 
spirit -- that is faith in Jesusl Oh, let me hear 
you say that you believe in Him! 11 
"I do 11 was the solemn answer. I believe in 
my Saviour.n37 
To a man of Bullard's experience as a Lincoln scholar the 
unquestioned acceptance of this article vms unwarranted. Such remarks 
by Lincoln as 11 I believe in my Saviour," to Bullard, ar:wway, made 
"queer reading ." While Lincoln was not technically a Christian, he 
was one of the most reli gious men of his time; but, 11he didn't talk 
that way, nor as he is made to talk in other places in this article. 11 38 
Because Governor Horatio S~mour of New York is mentioned in 
the article, Bullard was able to conclude that the time of the events 
in the article was after January, 1863. (Governor Sey-mour assumed his 
post at this time after being out of office for eight y ears.) Nuss 
Wentworth's article was not printed, however, until the end of 1870. 
This led Bullard to pose t wo questions which Sandburg, in using the 
account, had not answered: (l) Had the article appeared before in 
some other form? (2) Wny the delay? Bullard concluded: 11Nothing is 
37 
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proved, of course. But, Nrr. Sandburg practically vouches for its 
full credibility by using it in toto. It s eems to me t hat an 
explanatory para graph is veDr desirable, unless there are pertinent 
facts with which I am not acquainted. n39 
Another questionabl e s ource used by Sandburg and challenged 
by Bullard is inter esting not so much as an illustration of Bullard's 
research, but as an indication of his wide knowledge in t he f i eld of 
Lincoln bibliography . Sandburg in one para graph told of a wedding at 
the White House during the Lincoln Administration: 
A Virginia county girl and a farm hand f rom Kentucky 
sent up word that they were at the ·white House to be 
married. Lincoln came down. 11So y ou children want to 
be married? Come right in and we'll get at the marryi ng." 
The President stood up while they were pronounced man and 
wife , Mr . and }, rs. Henr-y Chandler, the bride saying later: 
11 I don 1 t remember so much about wrr. Lincoln, except that I 
wished Henry's coat was long like his. And I remember 
thinking Henry was a lot handsomer. 11 According to t he 
bride, Lincoln had asked her, 11 If I help you to be 
married, will you be willing to give your husband to 
fight for his country ? 11 She had answered Ye s and her 
man later went into Company A, 1st New Jersey Cavalry.4° 
Apparently t he first mention of this story appeared in the 
:Iashingt on Evening Star of February 11, 1923. The article was more 
than three columns long and had the rather impressive headline: 
39 
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BRIDE OF 1862 GIVEN IN MARRIA.GE BY LINCOLN TELLS OF 
ELOPE.WI£NT AND WHITE HOUSE VISIT. I ndiana 1\foman, 
Former Virginian, Says She and Her Lover, Unable 
to Vied at Harper 1 s Ferry, ·:vent to Executive Mansion 
Because They 11Didn 1t Know Any Better." President 
Bullard, " Notes on Sandburg's ~Var Years, 11 p. 9. 
Sandburg, War Years, II, 218. 
Summoned Cler~n f or Ceremony -- Gay Wedding Party 
Held -- Bridegroom Kept Wife's Promise That He Should 
Serve in Union A~. Mrs. Chandler at Ei ghty Recalls 
Unique Event. 
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The story is completely false! A four-page pamphlet published 
in 192641 totally demolished the account. Bullard's collection contained 
a cov~ of this rare pamphlet, and even though it was rare and not 
generally kno>vn, Bullard felt that Sandburg should have checked the 
sto~ with Lincoln scholars, some of whom were familiar with the pam-
phlet . To Bullard this was merely another example of Sandburg 's method 
"accumulate, COIJ'J , classify , and use all." This habit of Sandburg 's 
Bullard described as "disquieting." A scholar 11must check ever y thing.n42 
The real story of this 11White House Wedding11 is interesting. 
The wedding actually took place at t he White House Hotel in Georgetown, 
and the wedding return is dated October 31, 1859, a full year before 
Lincoln was elected, and more than a year before Lincoln came to 
','fashington! Mrs. Chandle r was never in r\Jashington during the war, 
but rather r emained behind the Confederate lines. Her husband served 
in the Confederate army, was captured, later spent some time in Old 
Capi tol prison, took the l oyalty oath, and finally, receiving a 
considerable bounty , enlisted in the Union armlf under an assumed name . 
He did not return to his wife until 1870.43 
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Bullard collected in a lengthy memorandum his findings of 
d 1bi ous mat erial in Sandburg 's work . Ei ght copies were t y ped and 
s ent to Lincolnians who would find them useful. Professor James G. 
Ra ndall of the University of Illinois, who received a copy, found it 
a "fine, thorough job, a substantial and impressive piece of research 
and criticism. n44 Another copy was sent to Sandburg's publishers who 
in turn forwarded the typescript to the author. The criticisms were 
written vnthout any intention of malice and were accepted in t he same 
spirit. After reading Bullard's memorandum slowly and caref ully, t he 
author wrote t he critic a generous note: 11 I appreciate the labor and 
the care which you gave this and t he spirit of t horoughness, even 
anxiety , which pervades it. Several of t he errors you note were 
corrected in t he second printing. others have gone to the printer 
this week and will appear corrected in the fourth and subsequent 
printings.n45 These letters from Sandburg and Randall pleased Bullard 
very much and provided adequate compensation for the time he used in 
making his investigation. He was especially proud that Professor Randall, 
whom he considered "the best Lincoln-Presidency-authority in the United 
States," had a greed with him that the critics in general had been 
"astonishingly lax in examining the book.n46 
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Besi des his rather important role as critic at this t ime, 
from the l a te 1930's through the 1940's, Bullard was also t he author 
of many studies on Lincoln. Thirty-eight articles of varying impor-
tance and t hr ee books on the Lincoln theme bear adequate testi mony 
to the fact t hat Bullard spent such a great amount of tLme during 
this period studying and writing on the Lincoln t heme. The scope of 
his inter ests is clearly demonstrated by the wide variety of his 
YITitings, ranging from the one extreme of important contributions in 
the Lincoln f ield to t he other extreme of items dealing with minor 
incidents in Lincoln 's life . 
Of considerable importance to t he Linc oln story was Bullard's 
s t udy of 11 Lincoln and the Courts of the District of Columbia,"1 a 
dis tinguished contribution which l orthington C. Ford describ ed as 11 a 
new item in Lincolniana. 11 2 
On Ma rch 5, 1863, Congress passed a bill r eorganizing t he 
courts of the District of Columbia. The Republicans in Congress felt 
that such ac t ion wa s necessary because the justices of the court were 
in the main pro-Southern in sympathy . Speaking of the Chief Judge of 
the Circuit Court of the District, Senator Henry Wilson of Massachuset ts 
complained: 11 1 believe his heart is sweltering wi t h treason. 113 As a 
1 
2 
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result of the anti-Union feeling among the judges, a bill abolish-
ing the court and creating an entirely new tribunal was jammed through 
both houses in the closing days of the thirty-seventh Congress, despite 
the spirited opposition of the entire Bar and the formal protest of 
several thousand citizens of the District. Bullard, noting that none 
of Lincoln's biographers had dealt with this episode in his life, 
~sserted that Lincoln could have blocked the legislation or he could 
have vetoed the bill. 
But Lincoln 11as in other instances in his life assented to 
the use of the shortest and surest means of reaching a desired end." 
Bullard reasoned that the situation was unprecedented and that therefore 
Lincoln chose to act in an unprecedented manner. B,y signing the bill 
Lincoln would "ensure the existence of a court that would command the 
full confidence of the leaders of his party and the lqyalists every-
h n4 were •••• 
While this stuqy of Lincoln's role in the reorganization of 
the courts of the District of Columbia was not an especially long article, 
it was certainly, as Ford wrote, "a new item in Lincolniana, 11 and also 
a valuable addition to the stor.y of Lincoln as a politician and as a 
President. The Chicago Lincoln Group considered it important enough 
to have one of its members, an attorney, review the work at one of the 
Group's meetings.5 Several other Lincolnians throughout the country also 
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congratulated Bullard for his valuable contribution.6 
That the length of the final product (the article as it 
appeared in the American Bar Association Journal) was brief is actually 
no indication of the extent of Bullard's efforts to uncover the sequence 
of events as th~J occurred and the motives of the several persons 
involved in the incident. His research for the article covers ninety-
five hand-written pages in one of his Notebooks.? The table of con-
tents alone illustrates the amount of preparation for the study , and 
also Bullard's sources. The follmving is a direct reproduction of the 
table of contents of Bullard's Notebook 61: 
6 
1 
8 
9 
Lincoln and the District of Columbia 
Courts 
1. Notes from H.B. Caemmerer, Washington, the National 
Capital (1932). 
2. Notes from Washington Daily Record, Oct. 8, 1934. 
ArticleS by F. Regis Noel. 
3. Notes from A Histo~ of the National Capital by 
Wilhelmus Bogart Bryan (1916).9 
4. Notes from Congressional Globe: Feb., Mar., 1863. 
Ana~sis of the Vote. 
5. Notes from The Court House of the District of Columbia 
by F. Regis Noel and Margaret Brent Downing (1919). 
Loaned by Chas. Warren. 
6. Notes from U.S. Supreme Court Decision in case of 
0 1Donoghue v. u.s. (1933) 289 U.S. 516. 
See, for example, Angle to Bullard, April 12, 1938; Barrett to 
Bullard, April 16, 1938. Both inserted in Notebook 58. 
Notebook 61. 
"The Supreme Court of the Uistrict of Columbia." 
2 vols., New York: Macmillan. 
10 
11 
12 
13 
7. 
8. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
1.5. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
Biographies of Judge, et al. 
The notes in Welles ' Diary. 
A paragraph in Recollections of A.G. Riddle. 
Items from the New Yor k Tribune, Mar., 1863. 
Paragraph from Washington National Republican, 
3/10/1863. 
46 
The oath10 required of practitioners before the Court. 
Item from Letters of Jane Grey Swisshehn . 11 
Item from Flower 's Biography of Stanton. 12 
Notes from q.rticle b:t :3arnard in Rec ords, Columbia 
Historical Society.lJ 
Item from article by ·valter S. Cox . 14 
·:mat Sumner said. 
Editorial from Nation~l Intelligencer. 
Underscoring here appears in Bullard 's Notebook . The under-
scoring in the other items has been supplied by the present 
writer . 
Arthur J. Larsen (ed . ), Crusader and Feminist : Letters of 
Jane Grey Swisshelm, !f.innesota Historical Society Publications, 
Narratives, and Documents, Vol . II (1934). 
Frank A. Flower, Edwin Mc i>lla s ters Stanton :· Rebellion, Emancipation, 
and Reconstruction (Akron: Saalfield Publishing Co., 1905). 
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(1919), l-3 • 
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As the table of contents suggests, the pages of Bullard's 
"District of Columbia" notebook contain some rather fascinating notes 
that formed the basis of his article. Most of these notes, of course, 
Bullard was unable to include. But they provided him an extraordinarily 
comprehensive background: so much so that Bullard's study would safely 
meet the most exacting standards of modern schola rship. 
Many of these notes are extraordinarily interes ting. For 
example, Bullard carefully compiled a chart indicating how each of 
the Senators voted (the vote in t he Upper House was close, 19-16). 
Eve~J one of the nineteen Senators voting for the bill was a Republican. 
Of the sixteen Senators who voted against the bill to abolish t he court , 
six were Democrats; five, Republicans who refused to vote with their 
party leaders included relatively uninfluential men: Henry B. Anthony 
of Rhode Island, Lafayette S. Foster of Connecticut, Thomas H. Hicks 
of Maryland, Timothy 0. Howe of 1 isconsin, and John C. Ten Eyck of 
New Jersey . The 11 old-line i!Uhig11 voting a gainst the measure was 
C~rrett Davis of Kentucky . 
Among the items Bullard c ulled from the Diary of Secretary of 
the Navy Welles was one unde r the entr-y- of March 6, 1863, in which 
Welles not ed that on that day t he Cabinet .considered t he problem of 
appointment s to the soon to be created Court. He observed that 
"unfortuna tel y , the hearts and sympathies of t he present j udges are 
with t he Rebels.nlS 
Bullard was interested in the names, backgrounds, and the 
15 Welles, Diary, I. 245. 
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subsequent careers of the men Lincoln appointed to the new tribunal. 
Lincoln appointed as presiding judge of the new Court, David Kellogg 
Cartter . Cartt er wa s born in Jeff erson County, New York , June 22, 
1812, and ves admitted to the bar in 1832, after study ing law in 
Rochester . He later moved to Ohio, from where he was elected as 
a Democrat to t he 31st and 32nd Congresses. He served as a member 
of Congress from .March 4, 1849, to March 3, 1853. Like so many other 
politicians, Cartter changed his politics in the mid-1850's and was 
a delegate to the Republican National Convention at Chicago in 1860, 
the Convention that nominated Lincoln as the Republican candidate . 
Lincoln appointed Cartter minister to Bolivia, and the Ohio 
politician served in t his capacity from :i:I arch 27, 1861, to March 10, 
1862 . He retained his post as Chief Justice of t he Supreme Court of 
the District of Columbia from the time of his appointment by President 
Lincoln in 1863 until his death, April 16, 1887. 16 
A study of Welles' Diary provided Bullard some interesting 
information about Chief Justice Cartter. During the period of Reconstruc-
tion, Cartter was apparently in ~ympathy with t he Radicals, or so Welles, 
not an especially impartial obs erver, reported. On August 5, 1867, 
Welles complained that Judge Cartter 11is a creature of Stanton, and 
his court is under subjection to the same influence. 11l7 
Follovring President Andrew Johnson 1 s difficulties with Secretar-y 
of War Stanton, and the President's attempt to dismiss the Secretary, 
16 
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On Feb. 22, 1868, Nelles castigated Cartter 
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li'elles complained that Lincoln 1 s choice for presiding judge of the 
Supreme Court of the District of Columbia, 11in this whole proceeding 
from i t s inception to its close, showed himself a most unfit judge. 
He has secretly visited Stanton in the War Department ••• nl8 Although 
one naturally hesitates to accept Welles' views, especially during 
the period of Johnson's battle with t he Radicals, there is an earlier 
entry in his Diary (August 12, 1865) that is revealing and wh ich Bullard 
included in his notes for reference. Welles explained t hat he went 
t o see President Johnson on b usiness rel ating to: 
the dismissal of Cartter, a marine whose father is 
presiding j udge in this District, -- a coarse, vul gar, 
strong-minded man, who will not be willing that his 
son should leave the service, however undeserving. 
His son ran a~~Y and enlisted in the marines as a 
private, was made an officer on his father's i mpor-
tunity, has been no honor to the service at any time, 
and cannot be ret~ined. Wants self-respect and decent 
deportment. Undoubtedly I shall incur the resentment 
of the judge, who has a vigorous as well as a vulgar 
intellect, and can make himself felt. Still there is 
a duty to perform which I must not evada.l9 
In the files of the New York Tribune, Bullard was able to trace 
the daily reports from Washington dealing with the progress of the 
efforts to reorganize the Court, and ultimately the establishment of 
the new court. On March 24, 1863, the Tribune reported that the new 
court was orga nized the preceding day. Many members of the bar wore in 
attendance and Judge Cartter delivered an address regarding new rules 
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and regulations. In his talk t he judge announced that his colleagues 
agreed with him, after due consultation, to r equire the oath of 
l~Jalty as enacted by Congress in July, 1862 (Bull ard copied the 
wording of the oath in his notebook), to be taken by all practitioners 
in that court -- not, as the j udge explained, because of doubt of their 
allegiance to the Union cause, but because it had been subscribed to by 
Senators and J udges. 20 
Despite the obvious hard work involved in accumulating his 
notes, tracking down isolated names and facts, and compressing t he 
results of his work into a highly-praised article, Bulla rd apparently 
was able to retain some slight sense of humor during hi s labors. In 
copying some sections from an editorial in a rashington news paper that 
opposed the reorganization of the court, Bullard v~ote in the margin, 
"long sente nce," along side a passage that might possibly serve as a 
guide for 1vriters of present-day official government literature. The 
11 l ong sent ence": 
20 
It is no part of our purpose to insinuate that any Senator 
was influenced by his personal objection to any incumbent 
of the bench, though the reflections cast upon one of their 
nwnber were of a nature which, if they could be s ustained, 
would have seemed to dispense <vith the necessity of making 
a change so sweeping under circumstances open to grace 
exception, on the ground of the principle which is violated 
whenever a judge wh o holds office under t he tenure of "good 
behavior" is "legislated out" on suspicion, instead of being 
impeached as the Constitution directs, if there be any 
charges seriously affecting his judicial integrity.2l 
Notebook 61. 
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Another of Bullard's studies that proved to be of some 
signif icance was his study of t he role played by Goldwin Smith, an 
En glishman, in winning support for the Northern cause during the 
American Civil ;war •1 'While the efforts to defend the Northern point 
of view in their home country of such Britishers as John Bright, 
Richard Cobden, Yvilliam Ernest Forster, Thomas B. Potter, and Newton 
Hall (among others) are fair~ well knovm, Bullard suggested t hat one 
name often overlooked is Goldwin Smith. The purpose of his study was 
to reappraise Smith's role during the Civil War and to demonstrate that 
"in some respects he was, perhaps, t he mos t influential of them all. 112 
Perhaps one of the reasons why Smith never recei ved the public 
acclaim awarded to the other men was, as Bullard intimated, that there 
was nothing spectacular in his career . But, nevertheless, he "stated 
his views with such fairness and balance and infused his writings w~th 
so judicial a quality , that he won and held the attention of the men 
who were making the history of the 1860's and of all students of public 
affairs. 113 
Born in 1823, Smith was already well known by the time of the 
outbreak of the Civil War, and in 1858 had been appointed Regius 
Professor of Modern History at Oxford University . As a result of his 
profound interests in a wide variety of subjects, Smith was oh fairly 
1 
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intimate terms with many of his nation's most not ed statesmen, church-
men, lawy·e r s , and writer s , and was 11 received 11 in ma ny of the 11 great 
houses 11 as a socia l equal. 4 
·when t he Civil War broke out, S:rnith used his ability as a 
pamphleteer and also his influence with many of the British aristocra cy 
who were sympathetic to the Southern cause, as well as his effecti venes s 
on the pl atform to argue that the British should in no way support the 
Southern Confederacy. It was at a great meeting in Free Trade Hall at 
Manchester, England, that Smith, protesting against the f itting out of 
such r ai ders for the South a s the "Alabama," declared: "The duties of 
nations t owards each other were not bound by technical rules of l aw. 
They were as ¥nde as the rules of morality and honor. No nation ever 
inflicted upon another a more fla gr ant and maddening wrong. 115 
In the opinion of Prof essor ~ . D . Adams, Smith issued in 1864 
"probably the strongest presentation of the Northern side and the most 
severe cas tigation of Southern sympathizers throughout the whole war . 11 6 
This s evere castigation was l eveled at an English organization, knovm a s 
the Southern Independence Association, which had as its avowed purpose 
the aim of cultivating "kindl y feeling between the people of Great 
Britain and of the Conf ederate States." This group clearly appealed 
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to the elite rather than to 11 the people, 11 and its constitution clearly 
intimated the necessity of denouncing the American Emancipation 
program.7 
To off set this t ype of pro-Confedera te propaganda, Gold~~n 
Smith , in what he called "A Letter to a VJhi g Member of the Southern 
Independence Association" (Bullard had a copy of this rare document in 
his pamphlet collection), showed that the workers of Great Britain were 
solidly with the North in their sympathies. He also appealed 11to Old 
'Nhig ideas of political liberty , 11 attacked "the aristocracy and the 
Church of England," and finally attempted "to make the Radicals of 
England feel that the Northern cause was t heir cause. 118 It was this 
t ype of activity on the part of Smith that induced John Murray Forbes 
of Boston, who knew Smith, to note while in England in 1863 that the 
Englishman was providing the Northern cause "logical and scholarly 
support." As a result, when Smith came to America in 1864, Forbes 
made it a point to "bring him into contact with s uch men as would 
best post him as to the true state of affairs. 11 9 
While in the United States Smith met Lincoln on one occasion. 
Bullard was able to locat e two references to this meeting: both base$ 
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on the same report -- an item in the New York Sun, February 12, 1909. 
"W'hile in w-ashington, in 1864, Smith was for a time the guest of 
Secretary of St ate Seward. Through Seward he was able to obtain his 
interview with Lincoln. Lincoln, to Smith, was 11 ungainly and grotesque" 
of fi gure , while "melancholy and care" were noticeable on his flace. 
Apparently Smith was aware of the President's reputation as a story-
t eller. He noted that Linc oln illustrated a remark by relating a 
characteristic story , but, 11 he did not let fall a single coarse or 
vul gar phrase.nlO 
As Bullard explained, 11 t he article on ~mith is t he res ult 
of an idea 11 that for a long time had lurked in my mind." Interestingl y , 
what prompted Bullard to delve into Smith 's role (resulting in this 
article) •~s an item that came to light with the publication of s ome 
of the documents in the Robert Todd Lincoln Collection. The item 
referred to concerns t he origin and history of the charming pers onal 
note Queen Victoria sent to Mary Todd Linc oln following the assas sination 
of t he President. 
Robert Todd Lincoln had decided that this 11 long l et t er of four 
pages" would not be released for publicat ion because 11 it was obviously 
written with no idea of publicity ." The President's son did not know 
how wrong he was. The letter was specifically intended to be made 
public. 
10 
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of the President who was the minist~ not only of clemency at home, 
but of moderation abroad, so greatly increases the danger to the peace 
of the world ••• that I feel it almost a duty to let you (!. member of 
the British Cabinet ] know how much good might be done ••• by a per sonal 
expression of sympathy from the Queen. 11 Two day s later Queen Victoria 
noted in her journal: 11Wrote to Mrs. Lincoln ••• and was quite touched 
by a letter from Mr. Goldwin Smith ••• who ·was so anxious that I should 
·write, saying it would do more good than anything else ••• ul2 While 
the Queen hoped her l etter would contribute toward friendler rela-
tions betvreen the t wo countries, Robert Lincoln's gallant~ prevented 
the missive from playing its role until 1927 when his widow presented 
it to the Library of Congress. 
Less important, but nevertheless, equally as fascinating as 
his studies of the District of Columbia Courts and Goldwin Smith was 
Bullard 1 s articles, 11When Lincoln Vias Taken for 'A We stern Clergy-
man. •nl3 Bullard was able to show conclusively that Lincoln did 
appear at a Sunday School meeting of children in the slum area of 
New York City when he visited the city in 186o to deliver his Cooper 
I nstitute Address. Lincoln was invited, at the meeting, to speak to 
t he children. He first told t h em that he was not accustomed to 
speaking at religious meetings, and then, in a f ive minute talk, spoke 
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to the effect that in the United States and under the American form 
of government there was nothing to hinder the poorest person .from 
reachi ng aqy position for which he was qualified.l4 
Yfuile preparing his study on the Andrew Bo-yd Lincoln Biblio-
graphy, l5 Bullard noted an item described as 11 ivlonthly Record of the 
Five Points House of lndust~, New York, May, 1865. (A notice of 
Mr. Lincoln's Death and r ecalls his visit in February, 1860.) 11 While 
Bullard was aware that many Lincolnians tended to discount the story , 
he also knew that there wa s a bit of evidence which tended to sub-
stantiate the validity of this report. In a letter of James A. Briggs 
t o Salmon P. Chase , dated March 17, 1860, the writer mentioned the 
fact of the visit without including any account of what happened 
during the visit: 11Mr. Barney went with Lincoln to the ' Hous e 
of Industry' at the five Points, and then took him home ••• rrl6 The 
Barney mentioned is Hiram Barne-y who received from Lincoln "one of 
t he biggest patronage gifts in his control," the Collectorship of 
the Port of New York. In l 86o Barney was one of the incorporators 
of the mission house, and this would explain his taking t he mid-
17 Western visitor to New York to the House of Indus try. 
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One of Lincoln's biographers included an account of Lincoln's 
visit, explaining that the infornBtion was supplied by the Superinten-
dent of the Sunday School in the House of Industry, Edward Eggleston. 
But in t his version a 11Mr. Washburne" conducted Lincoln to the institu-
tion and Lincoln also spoke to the children. Then, when Lincoln 
returned to Springfield, again according to this story, he not only 
told about this experience but produced a little book containing the 
songs sung by the children, and rec i ted one of them 11with great blinding 
tears in his eyes so that he could not possibly see the pages .nl8 
Not too long after the event, the New York Tribune publ ished 
an account of the visit, which was reprinted on June 7, l86o, in The 
Independent. In this version, which is supposed to have been based 
on an account by a teacher in the school, Lincoln came alone , listened 
'tvith "fixed attention 11 to the exercises, and accepted 11vvith evident 
pleasure 11 an invitation to speak. He fascinated hi s audience with a 
simpl e address, tried to stop, but was obliged to continue. He later 
courteously replied to a question that his name was "Abra 1m Lincoln 
from Illinois.nl9 
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in which the a uthor, for many years superintendent of the mission, 
included "an interesting account of the event ." The account, 
Bullard found to be identical with that of 11 the teacher" in t he 
Tribune story. But in an appendix to the pamphlet , Nrr. S.B. Halliday , 
up to 1870 the financial a gent for the instituti on, challenged t he 
Tribune account. Lincoln, whom Halliday had mistaken to be a "western 
cler gy-man, 11 came to the school, as Halliday maintained, with one of 
t he trustees, Mr. Barney . Lincoln spoke for five minutes to the effect 
that the poorest person in America could reach any position for which 
he was qualif ied. The Halliday version also added that when Barney 
went to Chicago for t he Republican convention, he also went to 
Springfield to congratulate Mr. Lincoln. The Republican nominee at 
this point alluded to the visit to Five Points and the book "which 
Mr . Halliday gave me, 11 and how the reading of t he stories in it always 
"made him cry .n 21 
Finally, Bullard was able to obtain a photostat of the pa ges 
in t h e Boy d item containing the story of t he visit to Five Points 11 on 
a Sabbath afte rnoon five y ears ago. 11 Halliday 's name appeared as t he 
superintendent of t he institution. vihen he received the photostat 
(which he had hunted 11-rith some diligence 11 ), Bullard found that the 
Boyd item was exactly the same as that contained in the appendix to 
the Barnard Pamphl e t . 22 Halliday -.,vas , after all in an excellent 
position to question the reports conflicting with his. He must have 
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been there. 
Perhaps the entire episode is not basically important. One 
could argue t hat little of any signif icance is brought out in Bullard's 
study. But, besides his obvious desire t'o keep the Lincoln record 
a ccurate (and all phases of the Lincoln story at that), Bullard in 
this article teaches historians a valuable lesson: 
~zy search verifies abundantly the fact of the visit 
and indicates conclusively that Lincoln that day made 
an address to Sunday School children precisely of the 
character that might have been expected from him. The 
results serve also to warn us against the too hasty---
rejection of incidents which for various reasons might 
be considered apochryphal.23 
Another one of those delightful small studies on relati vely 
unimportant aspects of Lincoln's life and career (that is, not as 
significant historically as Bullard's work on the Courts of the District 
of Columbia, or on Goldwin Smith) is a brief article Bullard wrote on 
the subject of Lincoln's birthdays.24 In this study Bullard related that 
he searched in vain for any account of a birthday celebration during 
Lincoln's life. He noted that Lincoln spent many birthdays in the 
legislature at Vandalia and Springfield, Illinois, and also appeared 
in Supreme Court cases in Illinois. But, "there is no indication that 
he himself noticed these anniversaries." 
~nile travelling to Washington in 1861, the President-elect, 
according to Bullard's researches, had breakfast with Governor Morton 
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at Indianapolis . However, "it is a fair guess," Bullard concluded, 
"that his host did not know that the President- elect was fifty-two 
yea rs old that day . 11 Lincoln 1 s last birthday fell on a Sunday, and 
Bullard expressed the wish that February 12, 1865 was a quiet and 
:restful day at the White House . 11 Probably he occupied his regular 
pew in the Presbyterian Church . u25 
Congress was not in session when the President was assassinated, 
and therefore it was not until December 6, 1865, that a resolution was 
offered in the lower House (by Elihu ·washburne of Illinois) to establish 
a joint committee to report appropriate measures for the expression of 
the Congress 1 "respect and affection" for the martyred Lincoln . The 
committee recommended that February 12, 1866, be set aside for the 
ceremony, and that Secretary of War Stanton should deliver the address 
on the 11life and character" of the former President. Stanton was 
obliged to decline the honor, and George Bancroft was namec in his 
place. Thus was born the first official Lincoln ' s Birthday celebration. 26 
In searching for contemporary accounts of the celebration 
Bullard discovered an item in the Diary of Orville H. Browning, then 
Secretary of the Interior, and an old friend of Lincoln. Browning 's 
note on the occasion, Bullard found "singularly casual and detached 11 t 
25 
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Today being the anniversary of Mr. Lincoln ' s birth has 
been set apart by Congress for ceremonies commemorative 
of his death ••• ~ The ceremonies took place in the 
Representatives' Hall. I attended, and remained until 
I had heard the introductory part of the address, but 
the crowd was very great, and I was not comfortably 
situat ed and left at l o'clock P. M. I afterwards 
read the address.27 
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President Lincoln's birthday~, candidate Lincoln's l86o 
visit to Five Points, and Goldvrin Smith's propaganda efforts for the 
Northern cause, - the study o.f the se refl e cts the breadth of Bullard's 
interests and investigation of minor, but interesting sidelights in 
the career of Abraham Lincoln. The books that Bullard published during 
this decade (1938-1948), while not discussed in this chapter, will be 
treated separately below. An annotated bibliography of Bullard's 
Lincoln writings appears in Appendix I . 
6 
Toward the end of 1949 Bullard suffered the first of several 
illnesses that would plague him until his death in August of 1952. 
One would expect that as a result Bullard's active interest in the 
Lincoln field would wane. Such was not the case . 
As early as January , 1950, the octogenarian noted that he 
could not use the typewriter -- "machine", as he called it . l But, 
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nevertheless, his r ecord for this period is impressive. In 1950 he 
sent off to Springfield, Illinois, a manuscript which was published 
in the Abraham Lincoln Quarterly and which destroyed the myt h that 
Adelina Patti, the noted opera singer, sang for Lincoln in the ~Vhite 
Hous e during the Civil War.2 The next y ear he was able to publish 
a study on the report that John Wilkes Booth was i n Paris shortly 
before Lincoln's assassination) (Both t hese topics will be discussed 
in detail below.) 
Als o in 1951 Bullard found the time and energy to vrrite a 
r eview of Allan Nevin 1 s The Emergence of Lincoln.~. All during his 
career Bullard had written reviews for newspapers and j ournals, and 
honest authors would admit that when Bullard l'rrote t he review t hey 
"all know that a Linc oln scholar is handling the material. 115 
In studying Nevins's work Bullard was particular ly impressed 
wi th t wo features of the book: (l) the inclusion of social history 
with the political narra tion, and (2) Nevins's repudiation of the 
contention that a few rec kless, scheming politicians brought about 
the r ebellion. 
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Regar ding the importance of social history , Bullard quot ed 
the admonition of John Richard Green that "political history, to be 
int elligible and just, must be based on social history, in its 
largest sense." Nevins heeded well the British historian's warning. 
"The canvas is as big as before, 11 reported Bullard. :i'Jevins dealt 
with general social conditions in t he four sections of the country 
describing them in terms of "population, prosperity, a nd panic, 
indust~J and agriculture, literature and general culture, education 
and social life." Bullard was glad to note t hat Nevins properly 
stressed the slaver y question: "it hovers over the country, and 
the possibility of disunion is in the minds of all. • • n6 
Regarding Nevins' s r ef usal to accept the needless war" 
theory, Bullard had as early as 1934 accept ed the view that t he 
war "was sure to come -- sometime. Slavery extension would have 
produced other Kansa s collisions. 11 7 Bullard ·was y,rilling to a gree 
with Nevins t hat faith in States Ri ghts, concern for the future of 
slavery and t he vision of a pros perous Southern republic had 11diluted 
and sapped t he old devotion to t he Republic. 8 
The most signi f icant work of Bullard during his last illnesses 
was his final editing of his stuqy of Lincoln in Marble and Bronze .9 
This also will be dealt with in a later chapter. 
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Chapter III 
The Scholar's Methods in Research 
l 
A syndicated feature article appearing in many newspapers 
on Lincoln's birthday, 1911, described one of the most poignant and 
tender incidents (if true) in the life of Lincoln ever brought before 
the public. 
Copy righted by the Associated Literary Press, 1911, the article 
dealt with the famous opera singer of the Nineteenth Century, Adelina 
Patti, her supposed visit to the Lincolns in the White House, and her 
singing, at the request of the President, John Howard Payne's "Horne, 
Sweet Home.u 
According to the account, Mme. Patti related the story to an 
American woman, 11a fellow-singer, also retired." Lincoln, so the story 
goes, is supposed to have seen the singer for the first time in 1853, 
at a concert in Washington while he was in the capital on professional 
business. }!me. Patti was a ten-year-old child prodigy at that time, and 
the coloratura selection she rendered so impressed the future president 
that when he returned to Springfield he spoke of the child's ability and 
predicted to his wife that the child prodigy was destined for a distin-
guished career in the musical theater. 
Miss Patti did not know of Lincoln's commendation of her singing 
at that time; she learned of it later, during the Civil War, when she 
sang at the Vfui te House. It was in the fall of 1862 (not too long after 
the death of Lincoln 1 s son, 1.1/illie), while Miss Patti was appearing on 
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the Nashington stage, that she received an invitation to appear at 
the Vfuite House, With her accompanist, Maurice Strakosch, t he opera 
singer visited the Lincolns, was received by her hosts most cordially , 
and invited to sing. After a number of 11florid 11 selections, rrne. Patti 
sang, to her own accompaniment, 11 The Last Rose of Summer," from the 
opera, Marta. Miss Patti continued her account of the visit: 
l 
Vfuen I had f inished the last long-dra·wn-out note of the 
song, I turned to have a look at my audience. 
Mrs. Lincoln had ris en from her seat and was standing 
at a w2ndow in the back part of the room, vrith her back 
to me. Of course, I couldn't see her face, but I knew 
she was weeping -- the melancholy strains of t he ballad 
had r ecalled t he sense of deprivation and set her heart 
aching with renewed bi tterness. I reproached nwself 
t hat I had made such an awkward choice and was about 
to attempt to r emedy my mistake by ending the performance 
with a rollicking bolero when Nrr. Lincoln, who had been 
sitting motionless on a sofa nearby , his ey es shaded by 
his left hand, asked without r emoving his fingers from 
his face: 
"Will you please sing 'Home, Sweet Home'?" 
Strakosch gave me to understand in an undertone that 
he was unfamiliar with the air, but, fort unatel y for me, 
I knew it well enough, although I had never sung it. I 
didn't know the words, though, and while I was wonde r ing 
haw I should manage it, t he president rose from his seat, 
went quickly to a small stand at the foot of the piano, 
took from it a small music book with a vivid green cover, 
and placed it on the piano rack, opened to the music of 
11 Home, Sweet Home.n Then he returned to his seat without 
a word and resumed his former posture. 
Well, I sang t he song the very best I could do it, 
and when Mr. Lincoln thanked me his voice was husky and 
his eyes were full of tears. By t hat time I was so 
wrought up that I actually blubbered when we were taking 
leav e of t h e recently bereaved parents.l 
Boston Herald, Feb. 12, 1911. 
66 
This r emarkable sto~ was to play a significant part in the 
career of F. Lauriston Bullard throughout his entire active life as a 
Lincoln scholar. He at first hes i t a tingly accepted the story, later 
proved it to be totally false, and then many years later v~s obliged 
again to publish his findings on the falsity of the account: all 
seemingly to no avail. For, as will be shown below, after his death 
the report was again circulated that :Mme. Patti sang for Lincoln in 
t he White House . 
Bullard was s~mday Editor of t he Boston Herald in 1911, and 
it was by his advice2 that the Patti story was run -- with many 
portraits . The follovnng year, 3 Bullard spent a great deal of time 
collecting material about John Howard Payne, the composer of "Home, 
Sweet Home , 11 for an article that would appear in a musical trade 
magazine.~· At the same time Bullard met a writer who asked him to 
writ e an article on Patti singing " Home, Sweet Home," at the Vvnite 
House, to be included in a volume the writer was preparing on t he 
early life of Pay ne.5 Bullard used his materials on Patti and the 
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song in both the magazine article and in a separate insert, signed qy 
him, appearing in the Early Life of John Howard Payne . In both cases, 
however, Bullard carefully prefaced his remarks about Mme . Patti 
singing the song in the White House by 11it is said that • • • 11 
When asked if he had any doubts about the Patti incident, 
Bullard replied that he "preferred nothing more definite . 11 6 
As a matter of fact Bullard wa s not completely satisf i ed with 
the Patti account . i"~nile doing his research on John Howard Payne, 
shortly after he ran t he story in the Herald, Bullard began to wonder 
about the authenticity of the report and made up his mind (he had a 
"hunch") that the whole story might have been a fraud . Although he 
sent l etters to both the syndicate and the writer of the article, 
neither would answer his questions 11 explicitly . 11 All he could get 
from these sources was that some "old opera singer of high standing 
r emembered.n7 
In an attempt to obtain confirmation of the story for his own 
writings, Bullard searched through the Washington newspapers for the 
four war years, but none contained any announcement of Patti having 
been in ~'Vashington in Lincoln 1 s time. Her young sister, Carlotta, a 
y oung pianist, had appea red at Ford's theatre in 1861, and at Willard's 
6 
7 
Bullard t o Basler, Jan. 18, 19)0 . 
Bullard to Basler, Jan. ll, 19)0. 
Photostat . 
Photostat. 
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8 in 1862, but Adelina never. In the various biographies of Adelina 
Patti, Bullard could find no such reference, nor could several 
wBnagers and retired veterans of the stage whom Bullard personally 
interviewed recall such a visit. 
Finally, Bullard did 11what in the first place I should have 
done, I wrote to ~fudame Patti, then t he Baroness Cederstrone, at her 
castle in 1i'fales • 119 'l'he replylO to Bullard 1 s inquiry was as precise 
as it could possibly be, and also it should have settled the matter. 
8 
Ibid. 
9 Ibid . 
Dear Sir : 
Craig-y-Nos Castle , 
Penycase, S.O. 
Breconshire. 
1 st. February 1913 
'l'he Baroness Cederstrom (Wmdam Adelina Patti) 
is in receipt of your communication of the 12th. Jany 
and in reply to same desires me to say that the story 
therein mentioned is quite untrue and that she was in 
Europe at that time. 
F.L. Bullard, Esqre 
'l'he Boston Herald 
Mass . 
U.S.A. 
I am, Dear Sir 
Yours faithfu~ly 
H.J.D. Alcock 
Seery. 
10 
'l'he original is in the Bullard Collection. The text was published 
in the Boston Herald, Feb. 11, 1934; Abraham Lincoln Quarterly, VI 
(Mar., 1950) , 38. 
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Unfortuna tel,y, BulJa rd had already written his articles on 
John Ho~ard Payne before receiving the letter informing him clearly 
that Adelina Patti was never in Washington during the Civil 'Nar. He 
1Nas unable to have the changes made in his printed material, and th~v 
appeared, containing essentially the spurious facts as they had 
d . th 1011 d" t d t" 1 ll B B 11 d d"d th appeare ln e / syn lca e ar lc e . ut, u ar l e 
best he could after the stories were published. In 1912 he was not 
an especially important person on t!.le Herald staff and "coclld not order 
things in. 11 He did, however, write to a few newspapers --letters to 
12 the editor -- trying to play dovm the story. He hoped the whole 
incident would die down, so much so that he did not even bother to 
keep the many letters written to him and asking for information 
about the Patti story. He later was to regret not having kept these 
notes. 'I I "13 1 vrish had kept them. 
the old 
Then, in 1934, Honore Willsie Morrow wrote in Good Housekeeping 
story ~Qth many embellishments.14 The essential facts used by 
Mrs. Morrow are the same as those appearing in the 1911 syndicated 
article, but the details v ary greatly. In Mrs. Morrow 's treatment 
ll 
12 
13 
Bullard to Basler, Jan. 23, 1950 . Photostat . 
Bullard to Basler, Jan. 18 , 1950 . Photostat . 
Ibid. 
Honore Vvillsie r.1orrow, 11 Dearer Than All : A New and True Lincoln 
Sto~J ,'' Jood Housekeeping , XCVIII (Feb. , 1934), 34-37, 136, 140, 
143-44. 
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Patti's visit to the limite House occurred in N".ta rch , not in t he autwnn of 
1862. Willie Linc oln had died only a .fortnight before Miss Patti ' s 
visit, and both President and Nirs. Lincoln "were almost disraught vrith 
grief." At t he same time news reached the capital of the great havoc 
vrrought by the Confederate ironclad, Merrimac , a t Hampton Roads . The 
Cabinet merrbers were frightened and furious, particularly Stanton . 
Th e-y ridiculed t he foolish faith of t he Secretary of the Navy in his 
11 cheesebox on a raft, 11 knm•m as the Monitor . They feared t hat at t hat 
v ery moment the Merrimac might be steaming up the Potomac toward 
"/fashington. 
News o.f t he f earful Confederate ironclad, still according to 
Mrs. Morrow ' s account, caus ed many excited people to gather about the 
·mite House , John Hay was in despair because he had asked Miss Patti 
to appear that afte rnoon on a surprise visit to the White House . The 
President was about to send his s ecretary dovmstairs to "head her off , 11 
when t hey heard her singing, "Home , Sweet Home . " The crowd had recog-
nized her and demanded a s ong . Her singing reduced t hem to silence , 
and they quietly moved away . Then Mr . and Mrs. Linc oln came dmm to 
receive her . She sang a nwnber o.f airs, and f inally , at the Presi dent ' s 
request, "Home , Sweet Home . 1115 
In 1934 Bullard was prepared to challenge the story more 
effectively than back i n 1912, when he was a 11mere s ub " on the newspaper .l6 
15 Ibid . 
16 Bullard to Basler, Jan. 23, 1950 . Photostat . 
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A couple of weeks after the Good Housekeeping issue first reached 
the newsstands, Bullard wrote an article for the Herald, 17 refuting 
the entire story appearing in 1\Jfrs. Morrow's article (which had been 
hailed by the editors of Good Housek~~ping as a 11 ne.w" and 11 true" 
Lincoln story).18 
Even without knovdng of the letter sent to Bullard by Wu ss 
Patti's secretary in 1913 , anybody interested enough could easily (by 
the time lvirs. Morrow vas ·writing her study) conclude that the story was 
false: that Adelina Patti was not even in America during the Civil War . 
Certainly, Bullard could demonstrate t nis fact vdthout recourse to the 
letter : 
19 In the biography of Patti published in 1920, the author 
carefully (and in a thoroughl y documentar-y manner) traces N.<iss Patti's 
movements during the 1861-1865 era and shows that she was eit her in 
London or on the continent during t he Civil .1 ar. (He does not even allude 
to a s upposed visit to the H.hite House .) 20 Bullard systematically 
traced her movements in ·his not es, and included the item that she did 
17 
18 
19 
20 
"When t he Great Lincoln Legend Runs Afoul 'of t he Facts," Boston 
Herald, Feb. 11, 1934 . 
Morrow, Good Hous ekeeping, XCVIII (Feb . , 1934), 34. 
Herman Klein, The Reign of Patti (New York: The Century Co., 1920). 
Ibid., passim. 
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not return to America until 1881; 11 she had been away from America 
rather more than twenty years. 1121 He also included the note that in 
December of 1894, in a command performance at Windsor Castle, she sang 
"Home , Sweet Home, 11 for Queen Victoria and that her rendition brought 
tears to the ey es of the Queen.22 But she did not sing before the 
Lincolns. 
In Bullard's article in 1934, he admitted that when he first 
saw the syndicated article he 11was delighted with the story. It seemed 
to open an utterly new glimpse into the private lives of the Lincolns. 11 
But his doubts (" How had the tale managed to keep out of sight for so 
long a time? 11 23) led to an investigation which culminated in t he receipt 
of the communication from Miss Patti. Miss Niorrow's account made it 
possible for Bullard to date exactly the time :-Jliss Patti appeared at 
the \Vhite House (assuming t he Morro~ story to be accurate). The battle 
between the ivi onitor and the Merrimac was staged on Sunday , March 9, 1862. 
Therefore Vuss Patti would have had to appear at t he ~nite House on 
that day . But, as Bullard wrote, a search of the Washington newspapers 
turned up no notice of Miss Patti in Washington at that time (or, for 
that matter, at aqy other time during the war). 24 
Actually, in 1934, when Bullard wrote his stuqy sho>ring that 
~tiss Patti did not sing for the President, he had accumulated enough 
21 
22 
23 
24 
Notebook 77. 
Ibid. 
Boston Herald, Feb. 11, 1934. 
Ibid. 
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inforrna tion to show that the report was nothing more than a yarn, 
without even having to produce his own letter from Patti. 
He cited the Klein biography of Patti which demonstrated 
that she was not in America during the war , and he carefully compiled 
in his notes 25 an impressive list of the outstanding actors and the 
dates of their engagements in i ashington during t he war . There is no 
. . h .1 . 26 11 d . d mention of Adelina Pattl ln t is compl atlon. Bu ar lnspecte an 
unpublished copy of the John Hay Diary at the •Iassachusetts Historical 
Society on October 22, 1932 (the Dennett edition of the Diary had not 
been published at that date), and "gleaned that on November 9, 1863, 
Lincoln saw John ilkes Booth in The ~.~arble Heart ; but it does not say 
what theatre.n27 He also noted th.at on December 15 , and 17, 1863, the 
President saw Hackett in ''Falstaff" and "The Merry Wi ves of Yvindsor. 11 
But there was no information available concerning Wuss Patti . All 
these facts Bullard was able to include in his artic1e, and even with-
out the supplementar/ evidence of Miss Patti's l et t er, they impressively 
demonstrate that Adelina Patti could not have sung at the White House 
during the Civil War. 
In 1934 Bullard was able to refer to letters from the writer 
of the original 1911 syndicated article which indicated that the sources 
25 
26 
27 
Notebook 77. 
Ibid. 
Ibid . The theater was Ford's. See, Joseph George , Jr., 11 The Night 
John ~filkes Booth Played Before Abraham Lincoln, 11 Lincoln Herald, 
LIX (Summer, 1957), 11-15. Hay 's Diary was not published until 1939. 
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for the original were anything but reliable. Such phrases as 11 1 had 
the Patti story from an old lady of my acquaintance who once sang 
under contract with Sir Jules Benedict. I have no reason to doubt 
the correctness of he r account-- unless ••• y ou should establish an 
28 
alibi," and "the story was told to me at least thirty y ears a go, 11 
are in t hemselves sufficient justification for an historian to treat 
the document in a hi ghly skeptical fashion . 
Aft er marshalling all his facts and including them in his 
Herald article, Bullard made certain that the Good Housekeeping :Ma ga zine 
would be i nformed of his investigation and conclusion. The managing 
editor of the ma gazine ass ured Bullard that Mrs . Morrow, who was afte r 
all, 11 supposedly one of our foremost Lincoln authorities," had asserted 
to the edit ors t hat 11 all the facts," she used "were authentic. 1129 
After Bullard sent the ma gazine his version of imat t he facts should be , 
he received a second letter admit ting that 11you are undoubtedly right, " 
that the whole story was obvi ously 11 a pleasant but untrue bit of 
fiction," and that Mrs. Morrow had "specifically stated t !"lat 'all the 
facts in her story were authentic. n30 But t he magazine never 
printed a retraction.31 
28 
29 
30 
31 
George H. Picard to Bullard, Dec . 26, 1912; Picard to Bullard, 
Jan. 2, 1913. Both inser ted in Notebook 77. 
Arthur McKeogh to Bullard, Feb. 12, 1934. Inserted in Notebook 77. 
McKeogh to Bullard, Feb. 16, 1934 . Inserted in Notebook 7?. 
Bullard to Basler, Jan . 11, 19)0. Photostat. 
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The Patti yarn was the most sensational portion of the 1911 
sy ndicated article; but also included in it were accounts of several 
other artists who also, supposedly, visited the Lincolns at the ·vhlte 
House. 
Teresa Carreno, a pianist who was also a child prodigy, was 
supposed to have, according to the 1911 story, a "lively recollection 
of an afternoon spent at the White House to which she was taken by 
her father in r esponse to a pressing invitation from the President and 
Mrs. Lincoln. 1132 Bullard, in searching through the files of t he 
Washington newspapers for the war y ears, did learn that Miss Carreno 
was in the city in 1864, 33 but he was a gain able to prove conclusi vely 
that she did not play, 11 Listen to the Mocking Bird 11 at t he request of 
Abraham Lincoln. As he reported in 1934, Bullard visited the distin-
guished pianist when she made her final appearance in Boston at 
Symphony Hall, February 10, 1916. 11 1 called upon her and put the 
question definitely to her. 11 Miss Carreno expressed t he ardent hope, 
i n her reply to Bullard, that the story were true, but she 11 had no 
recollection whatever of having seen either of the Lincolns or of 
having visited the White House. n34 
32 
33 
34 
Boston Herald, Feb. 12, 1911. 
Note book 77. 
Boston Herald, Feb. 11, 1934; Bullard to Basler, Jan. 11, 1950. 
Photostat. 
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Charlotte Crabtree , the famous 11Lotta 11 - - a popular actress 
of the Civil Har era, also was mentioned in the 1911 article as 
having visited the Lincolns in the White House . " Nothing in her 
memory was more sacred to her than her recollections of many pleasant 
hours spent in t he companionship of the Lincolns at the White House .n35 
"It was necessary f or me , 11 Bullard related, "only to walk a block to 
call upon her in her hotel room in Boston to ascertain whethe r in fact 
she ever met either of the Lincolns."36 Her statement, as told by 
Bullard: "I can only say I never met President Lincoln.n37 
Bullar d had performed a remarkable service to the Lincoln 
story by destr~ying t hese myths. ~J writing to the author of the 
original report, by tracing in old newspapers the movements of the 
artists in ·washington during the Civil vifar, by carefully checking in 
standard biographies the activities of thes e artists, by corresponding 
with other vrriters usin g the same report appearing in the origi nal 
article, by writing directly to one of the performers mentioned in 
the syndicated article, and by personally interviewing the others, 
by all these methods of proper historical investigation, Bullard was 
to demolish completely t he falsity of the report that Patti and the 
others met the Lincolns in t he White House. other than answering 
queries of va rious Lincoln students concerning the original report, 
35 Boston Herald, Feb. 12, 1911. 
36 Ibid . ' Feb. 11, 1934 . 
37 Ibid. 
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Bullard'::: work in t his particular incident was over: or, at least, 
it should have been. 
But the original story was too good; it possessed precisely 
t hose quali t ies which the reading public of t he mid-twentieth century 
would find t ouching, and moving, and fitting exactly into t heir pre-
conceived notions of Abraham Lincoln and the Lincoln story, just as 
the poignancy of the fable had charmed and entertained an earlier 
generation. Bullard's work was not yet done. 
Late in 1949, in what according to the editor's opinion was 
a "distinctive contribution to Lincolniana, rt38 a study of Lincoln and 
music appeared in the Abraham Lincoln Quarterly.39 The author included 
in this "distinctive contribntion" both t he Patti and Carreno yarns, 40 
basing his accounts on an article appearing in the Montgomery Advertise r 
of February 12, 1911. Unfortunately, this was the very same sy ndicated 
article that also had appeared in the Boston Herald and many other news-
papers across t he country on the same day. 
As soon as Bullard received his cop,r of the Quarterly , he wrote 
the editor a "confidential" note explaining in some detail that t he 
"Patti story is an invention" and that he hoped the Quarterly 11will 
publish my statement." He concluded: 110ught that not be done? It 
seems to me simple justice to Lincolnians everywhere and to the 
38 
39 
40 
Abraham Lincoln Quarterly, V (Dec., 1949), 481. 
David Rankin Barbee, "The Musical Mr. Lincoln," Ibid ., pp. 435-454. 
Ibid., pp. 437-39; 443-45 . 
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Quarterly subscribers. Not that I want to humiliate the people who 
make the magazine -- far from it. As an old editor I have some 
memor ies.n4l 
In its brief period of existence the Quarterly was always known 
not only for its outstanding contributions in the Lincoln field but also 
for t he fairness and integrity of its editorial staff. Very promptly 
(in the very next issue of the Quarterly, as a matter of fact) the 
journal printed a rejoinder to the latest use of the old syndica ted 
material, in which Bullard offered a guess that the original report was 
possibly 11 the dream of an enterprising minion of the press." 
His closing line was perhaps one that most Lincolnians will a gree 
with: 111 Tis true; 'tis pity; and pity 'tis 'tis true.n42 
But even this rejoinder of Bullard's, his final statement on 
the matter, has not ended the recurrence of the fake report! The story 
is so good that it will probably be accepted as long as there is an 
interest in the life and personality of Abraham Lincoln. In a volume 
published as recently as 1957, the yarn was repeated,43 and what makes 
this ironic is that the author cited as her authority for t he incident, 
F. Lauriston Bullard! She did not use his Boston Herald article of 1934 
nor his r e joinder in the Abraham Lincoln Quarterly of 1950; she quoted 
from his old 1913 article!44 
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2 
Another of the themes dealing with the Lincoln sto~ that 
Bullard was interested in, almost f rom the beginning of his work until 
his death, was the question of whether or not John Wilkes Booth was in 
Paris in 1864 or early 1865 just before the a ssassination . Here 
again, Bullard 1 s relentless investigations in tracing Booth 1 s movements 
during the period in question and his correspondence ~ith many individuals 
who were in a position to assist him finally led to a clarification of 
the problem. 
The whole question arose originally in 1910 Yri.th the publication 
of a DiaFJ of a French actor, Edmond Got.l One particular passage in 
the Dia~ referred to Lincoln's assassin; and referred to him in a 
rather tantalizing fa shion in that it said so much and so little at 
the same time: 
l 
April 30, 1865 -- The assassination of Pr esident 
Lincoln -- a few days after the taking of Richmond, 
practically ending to the profit of the Northern States 
the interminable l iar of Secession -- and I knew the 
principal actor in it. 
Actor, that is the word. For it is just three months 
a go that Fechter [ Charles Albert Fechter, the famous 
Anglo-French actor ] sent me vdth an urgent letter of 
introduction to a celebrated tragedian of New York, Booth, 
vmo was desirous of passing some time in Paris. 
He ~as a tall, handsome bachelor of energetic appear ance, 
of distinguished manners, well educated, but scarcely speaking 
French. I courteously r eceived him and aided him in renting 
an apartment and a carriage by the month, for he acted like 
a gentleman. 
Edmond Got, Journal of E&nond Got, edited by his son Medenic Got 
(2 vols.; Paris: Pion-Nourrit et Cie., 1910). 
2 
Bo 
He lived for three day s at ~ house, seeking through 
me to place himself au courant with t he art and the 
fashions here. I remember~hat while smoking, he several 
times spoke to me of Julius Caesar, of Shakespeare and of 
Brutus, particularly of Brutus. Once he asked me: 
''What do you think of Brutus, in France?" 
"We admire him at college, in the Greek version as 
imparted by Plutarch. Still, what was Brutus, at the bottom, 
but an ungrateful and sinister dreamer, a sophist even in 
his blood? Does he not so decree hims elf in his role, in 
his last cry? ' Virtue, thou art but a name. 1 " 
And Booth, thus questioned, nervously changed the 
conversation. I remember that now. After he left my house 
I saw him quite often. He ran about the theatres, the town, 
and made rapid progress in Parisian civilization. On one 
occasion, at his request, I presented him to t he beautiful 
daughter of one of my women friends , whom he had noticed at 
the Porte-Saint-Martin, in Les Fillibustiers de la Sonora. 
But what was my surprise one morning to hear the girl, who 
was, nevertheless, hardly timid, telling me, all epoustouffle"e, 
that he was a madman; that he arose at night in his sleep in 
order to converse with spirits, and that she was so afraid 
that she was fleeing to Nice without saying good-by e ... .. 
Bon voya ge . 
Soon af'ter this Booth came to take leave of me, the 
sanest man in the world, at least in appear ance, and 
started back for America. 
"I must returnJ" he exclaimed. 
And that is the man who during a play at Washington f ired 
on President Lincoln before any one could prevent him. lie is 
a fellow that th~y will never take alive. I answer f or it. 
For I understand: he had his idea fixed, even in France . 
He fou~ht against it in vain. On his return he succumbed 
to it. 
Ibid., II, 40-42. This translation is 
in the New York Times, July 12, 1936. 
both t he Got Journal-and a translation 
Pamphlet File, 6 Series I , no. 3. 
taken from an account printed 
The Bullard Collection has 
of the above passage in 
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If John Wilkes Booth was in Paris shortly before April 15, 
1865, what was he doing there? Was he contracting any Confederate 
agents there? ·.:-ere Confederate spies in Paris plotting with Booth 
the abortive attempt to kidnap Lincoln, or the successf1U assassina-
tion? Nere important off icials of the Confederate government in any 
way i mplicated in the murder of the Northern war leader? Is this why 
Booth tore out several pages of his diary- before he was captured? 
Ones imagination can run away with itself in att empting to answer 
the question: 1/Jhy , if true, was John Wilkes Booth in Paris a f ew 
months before the assassination? 
The portion of Got 1 s Diary relating to Booth 1 s visit soon 
became kn.ovm in the United States. Bullard, who was particularly 
interested in the Booth story (several of his notebooks deal exclusively 
vvith Booth)3 bece.me interested in the Got passage as early as 1915. 
A newspaper clipping in the Bullard Collection, dated in Bullard's 
handwr iting, April 12, 1915, includes a letter to the editor, in which 
the writer disputes the contention that Booth was in Paris at the time 
Got said he v.ras there. That correspondent was F. Lauriston Bullard.4 
There is no indication which newspaper it ~~s that carried the 
story, but Bullard's arguments even in 1915 strongly indicated that the 
incident could not have happened exactly in the manner recorded by Got. 
3 See Notebooks 23, 23a, 23b , 23c, 23d, 23e, 46, 78 and 106. 
Notebook 23c. 
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Basing his argument on 11 old notes" that he had prepared before this 
time , Bullard maintained that in September, 1864, Booth vvas in 
Baltimore; on September 27, he was in the Pennsylvania oil regions; 
on October 27, he was in viontreal; and on November 9, he was in 
Vvashington, D. C. On November 16 he began a month 1 s stay in New York 
which was highlighted by the famous appearance of the three Booth 
brothers on November 2) in 11 Julius Caesar." From December 12 to 
December 17, he was in Washington . He spent the next three days in 
~~ryland and returned t o the Capital on the 22nd of December, where he 
spent the Chris tmas and New Years holidays. From January 28 to 
February 21 he was in New York, and was in \Vashington on the 22nd. 
On February 28 he was in Baltimore , and then spent the first three 
weeks of March in Washington. From March 21 to arch 26, 1865, he 
was in New York. He left New York on a brief journey, went up to 
Boston, and from there back to '."iashington, where, a few day s later, 
he committed his crime. The Got story was impossible.S 
In 1929, Philip Hale, drama critic and long-time friend and 
associate of Bullard, wrote an editorial in t h e Boston Herald6 treating 
the story of Got, but offering no corroborative evidence or refutation. 
Hale and Bullard were close friends (Bullard later was to obtain Hale's 
copy of Got's Diary ), 7 and one suspects that the editorial was written 
5 
6 
7 
Ibid. 
Feb . 7, 1929. 
Lincoln Herald, LI I (Oct., 1950), SO. 
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specif ically to reactivate interest in the problem of Got's report 
and to pe r mit Bullard to offer a reply based on his researches. On 
the day Hale 's editorial was printed, Bullard, who ~~s also on the 
staff of the Herald, vvrote a 11letter to the Editor of t he Herald, 11 
in which he repeated his previous findings, but in a more specific 
8 
manner . 
Searching through the official records of the trial of the 
conspirators, the Washington, New York, and Bost on newspaper files 
of 1864 and 1865, and old playbills of the 1860 's, Bullard was able 
to account for Booth's activities during the period in question rather 
competently . As far back as September , 1864, Booth was in Baltimore , 
laying his plans to abduct Lincoln and to carry him off to the Confeder-
ate lines. At the end of September, Booth visited t he oil regions of 
Pennsylvania where he invested :;.6000 of his savings. In October he 
was in Montreal, at St . Lawrence Hall, a hotel frequented by ac tors 
and Southern sympathizers. V~nile in Montreal, on October 27, 1864 , 
he bought a bill of exchange on London, 11 informing the teller of the 
bank that he intended to run the blockade." This bill was found, unused, 
on his body when he was shot at the Garrett barn. 
On November 9 , 1864, Booth registered at the ational Hotel in 
Washington . Then he moved to Charles County, Mar-yland, ostens ibly t o 
invest in land, and where he made t he acquaintance of Dr. Samuel A. Mudd. 
8 
Bos t on Heral~, Feb . 10, 1929. 
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It was tmvard the end of the month that Booth in New York appeared 
with his brothers Edwin and Junius Brutus in Shakespeare's "Julius 
Caesar . 11 In early January he was in Washington, and toward the end 
of the month was in New York. Then on llfJarch 18 he appeared at Ford 1 s 
Theatre, il~ashington. Then he went back to New York ; from there he 
went briefly to Boston and from t here to · fashington and infanw . 9 
During this entire period the only possible time that Booth 
could have been in Paris was from the end of January until 11 arch 1 8 . 
But, as Bullard pointed out, Booth was present at Lincoln's Second 
Inaugural. Of this fact Bullard was positive after examining a 11 small 
notebook" in the William E. Barton Collection of Lincolniara which 
contained affidavits (signed in 1876 ) of six persons vvho saw Booth on 
the platform on March 4, 1865 . 10 · TJms Bullard concluded that the 
period betvreen the e nd of January and March 4 was 11 insufficient for 
a sojourn in Paris" as described by Got . 11 
On July 12, 1946, an unsigned a rticle in the New York Times 
made r eference to the Got Diary and Booth 's alleged v isit to Paris . 
This prompted Bulla r d to vrrite to this newspaper a week later and to 
trace aga in Booth's movements during the period, indicating that he 
could not possibly have been in Paris at that time.l2 
9 
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The issue of the veracity of Got 1 s Diary· remained dormant 
for the next decade ~ only to be brought to the notice of Lincolnians 
as a result of a brief printed item by David Rankin Bar bee i n 1947. 
In a t vm- pa ge notice attempting to refute Bullard 1 s contention that 
Lincoln did in ~act write the Bixby letter~ 13 Barbee added the follovnng 
paragraph : 
By the way , this famous scholar ( Bulard;I , who writes 
with all the authority of the Most High, once vrrote a 
letter to the New York Times in vmich he said that Edmond 
Got ~ the famous French comedian, reputedly an honest man, 
11\ffi.S in error when he vrrote in his diary that John ',iilkes 
Booth had been his guest in Paris in t he summer of 1864. 
It couldn't be, said he, for Booth never was in Europe 1 
Of course he did not know that Charlot t e Cushman, the 
noted Boston actress, saw John 'iiilkes and Edwin Booth in 
Paris that summer and so wrote her niece in St. Louis . 
Just how many other 11 facts 11 of hi stor,t Mr . Bullard has1) 
overturned in his scholarly life the record saith not. 4 
Barbee ' s reference prompted Bullard to write a gain about the 
movements of John Wilkes Booth. 15 Without attempting to indul ge in any 
personal vendetta with Barbee, Bullard noted that he wa s misquoted in 
what he said in his New York Times letter: that he had not said that 
Got "wa s in error when he wrote in his diary that John Wilkes Booth had 
been his guest in Paris in the summer of 1864. 1116 Bullard was well aware 
13 
15 
16 
To be di scussed below. 
David Rankin Barbee , "The Bixby Letter Not There," T-.t l er's Quarterly 
and Genealogical lf~gazine , XXIX (Oct. , 1947) , 118. 
Bullard, "When - - If :C.ver -- 1as John Wilkes Booth i n Paris?" 
Lincoln Herald, L (June , 1950), 28-34 . 
Ibid . , p. 29 . Bullard here is quoting Barbee . 
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of the precise wording of Got's DiaFJ, and had referred in the Times 
to "the autumn of 1864. 11 After reviewing the evidence that he had 
previously published regarding Booth's movements in late 1864 and 
early 1865, Bullard continued that he was thoroughly satisfied with 
the integri ty of Got. All evidence indicated that lvi . Got's reputation 
as an honest and honorable man wBde i t i mpossible for him to include 
such a passage in his Diary dishonestly . Furthermore, the account 
itself, reasoned Bullard, was remarkable in that "it reflects the habits 
and the style of "\!Vilkes Booth i n every detail. ul7 
But, to indicate the impossibility of the facts as suggested 
by Got , Bullard presented additional information which illustrates his 
methods as a scholar. He asked himself the question: How many days 
shall we allow for the ocean vqyage in those years? He 1~s able to 
answer that question rather effectively . John Lothrop Motley in 
September, 1861, noted that "with no bad weather, smooth seas and fair 
winds the whole way , we reached Liverpool in exactly eleven days . 1118 
In 1868 the Cunard Liner Cuba , racing against the Inman Liner, City of 
Paris, made the trip in eight days, fourteen hours and thirty minutes . 
In March, 1865, Cyrus W. Field arrived in London, from New York in 
thirteen ddJ s.l9 
17 
19 
Ibid., P• 34. 
Ibid • ' p • 3 3 • 
lbid., pp . 33-34. Bullard searched t hrough old newspaper files to 
obtain these statistics . 
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As a result of this investigation Bullard reasoned that Booth 
could not have made a round trip to Europe in less than twenty-two days , 
twenty at t he very least. When Bullard allowed for time in London and 
then time in Paris, he concluded that Booth would have had to be gone 
from America for at least thirty-six days . ~Q This, Bullard insisted, 
was not possible. Got's Diarff could not have been correct. 
As for Bacbee's sta tement that Charlotte Cushman saw both 
John Wilkes and his brother Edwin Booth in Paris in the summer of 1864, 
Bullard could only write Barbee and ask for information, "the date and 
the tex t of the letters, or, what would be most acceptable, a photo-
stat.n21 No such information was forthcoming from Barbee. 22 
F'inally, in 1950, an apparent solution to the problem was made 
public, and this fully supported Bullard's point that Booth was not in 
Paris during the time Got's Dia~ mentioned that he was there. The 
report also indicated that Got was not basically at fault, that he had 
simply, and understandably, gotten his dates mLxed up. 
In this case B1tilard did not alone solve the riddle of Got's 
Diary; he was ably assisted by a Frenchman writing a history of France 
during the r eign of Napoleon III. 
In 1948 Bullard had received an air mail letter from M. Jules 
Gesztesi of Paris, dated Februarff 4, 1948. 
20 
21 
22 
Toid., P• 34. 
Bullard to Barbee, May 2, 1948. Copy. Inserted in Notebook 106 . 
Bullard, Lincoln Herald, 1 (June, 1950), 34. 
Dear Sir: 
In my resea rch work as historian of the French 
Second Empire, I came across the diary of Edmond Got 
in which, on April 30th, 1865, he mentions the stay in 
France of Lincoln's rrrurderer, J.W. Booth. During the 
last two years, I have tried without success to find 
confirmation of this fact. In so doing, I have come 
across your article, published on this subject in the 
New York Times in 1936, but it still does not give me 
t he required data. 
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Therefore, I am taking the liberty to write t o 
y ou to ask if, since y ou wrote your article in 1936, any 
new f act or information has come to your knowledge, If 
so, I would greatly appreciate it if you would communi-
cate same to me.23 
Bulla rd promptly sent Gesztesi a detailed chronology of the 
known activities of J ohn Wilkes Booth during late 1864 and early 1865, 
which was ve~ useful to t he French historian.24 And then, >tithin two 
years, Bullard r eceived from his Paris correspondent a copy of a French 
magazine wherein Gesztesi appears as the author of a long article on 
Lincoln's assassination in which he included a good deal of familiar 
material about John Wilkes Booth and much of the information of 
Booth's movements , sent him by Bullard. 25 But also in the arti cle 
t here appeared 11a new testimony which up until now has been completely 
unknown, hi dden away in a magaz ine article. 1126 
23 
24 
25 
26 
Inserted in Notebook 106. 
Gesztesi t o Bullard, Mar. 27, 1948. Inserted in Notebook 106. 
Jules Gesztesi, "L'assassinat de Lincoln," Miroir de L'fiistoire, 
Mar., 1950, pp . 79- 94 . 
Bullard, "A Plausible Solution of the Mystery of John Wilkes Booth 's 
Alleged Visit to Paris," Linc oln Herald, LII (Oct., 1950), 41. 
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That Got was an honorable man Gesztesi was convinced : he 
even quoted Bullard 1 s description that 11Edmond Got was a man of great 
character, serious, and worthy. 11 27 But Got was wrong as to t i me -- not 
as to t he actual meeting with Booth . The y ear was most proba.bly 1863: 
One of the point s made by Gesztesi was that 11diary11 was not a good 
translation for Got 1 s 11 journal_. 11 Actually Got did not keep a diary 
in the s ense that he jotted his dail y happenings each night before 
r etiring, in the manner of Samuel Pep,ys . Checking with Robert Got , son 
of the diarist, Geszt esi learned that Got did not record events each day 
but r ather weeks after their occurrence. 28 Bullard concluded that 11 r ecol -
lect ions 11 would possibly better indicat e the character of these volumes . 29 
But the most i mportant part of Gesztesi 1 s article was t he 
passage quoting the new material on the sub ject that Gesztesi had found 
in the ~.<l:arch 28, 1868 issue of L 1 Illustration. A Nineteenth Century 
precurs or of t he modern gossi p columnist (M. Jules Claretie) had written 
in this issue the following : 
27 
28 
29 
There was once a most charming actress, for whom 
M. Capefigue (§.n authoi)would have been able to make a 
place in his series of 11 Reines de la main gauche . 11 
Not quite five years ago, she vas play ing the role 
of some fairy in a fantasy which was a great s uc cess ••• 
~ule . H •••. -- I was about to give her name -- was 
The wrn.er here is using a t ypescript in the Bullar d Collection i n 
which Bullard had t r anslated t he entir e article . 
Ibid. 
Linc oln Herald , LII (Oct ., 19.50), 42 . 
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interested by the attentiveness of a handsome stranger 
at each performance , lis tening to the 11low jests of 
madcap kings with the serious manner of a man at a 
s ermon. 11 
As the account continued, .Mlle. H. became acquainted with 
the handsome stranger -- intimately. The stranger would s peak violently 
of l ove and passion, and t hen suddenly he would be striding about the 
boudoir, ·with rage, and waving his right arm as if he were brandishing 
a dagger . Mlle . H. became alarmed and left him. Later she learned of 
his disappearance from Paris. 
Now one evening, !llle. H. leafing through an album 
of photographs, became pale upon seeing one of the 
pictures. When told t hat her handsome stranger wa s 
the assassin of President Lincoln, "The poor Fairy" 
almost fainted.30 
M. Claretie indicated that the visit took place in 1863 or 
in early 1664. Using his own early notes and also the reliable studies 
by George S . Bryan and Stanley Kimmel, Bullard found that Booth could 
easily have been out of the country for five or six weeks in the autlwn 
of 1863. Bullard was able to trace Booth ' s movements in 1863 for most 
of the year. But, after his run in the 'Nashington theaters, which 
included The Marble Heart, the play attended by President and Mrs. Linc oln, 
Booth is unaccounted for from mid-November, 1863, until Januar-y 12, l 86li. 
31 To Bullard it a ppeared more t han likely that he did, in effect go abroad . 
30 
31 
Gesztesi, N~roir De L ' Histoire, t~r., i950, pp. 92-94; Bullard , of 
course, quoted t his in his study, Linc oln Herald, LII (Oct . , 1950) , ~. 2. 
Ib id., p . 42; George .s. Bryan, The Great American l\Wth (New Yor k : 
Carrick and ~vans, 1940), passim . ; Stanley Kimmel, The ~~d Booths 
of Maryland (Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1940) , passim. 
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The two sepa rate Fr ench r eferences were close enough to establish 
tha t fact . Gesztesi surmised that perhaps Booth was i n Pa ris on 
official b usiness for t he Confederacy , perhaps even to discuss plans 
about t .he abduction of Lincoln, if not t he actual assassination. 32 
Bullard would not even try to guess Booth's motives for his Paris 
~isit . 
,' 33 
There s~nply was not enough evidence for that. 
Nevertheless, both Bullard and Gesztesi deserve t hanks for 
their labors: Gesztesi for his probing t ha t eventually led to t he 
discovery of the item in L1Illustration, and Bullard for his patient 
compilation of all the known f acts of Booth 1 s movements . Bull ard 1 s 
notes were c ompiled over a period of almost forty years , but th~ 
eventually led to Geszt esi 1 s discovery . Got was a r eliable person, not 
the type to f abri ca t e such a story as Booth's visit to Paris. But 
Bullard's notes indicated he could not have been accurate in this 
instance. As a r esult Got's story could not be accepted by itself, 
and it was only authenticated when the objections posed by Bullard 
were answer ed. 
3 
Bullard 's detective work in the Patti affair and his work 
concerning t he Got Diary entry lasted throughout his active career as 
a Lincoln scholar . Besides illustrating the man ' s remarkable methods 
32 Gesztesi, Miroir De L ' Histoire, var., 1950, p . 93. 
33 Lincoln Herald, LII (Oct ., 1950), 43. 
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in investi gating these statements until he could get a satisfactoF~ 
explanation for their veracity or fabrication , this work shows the 
"Lincoln sleuth" acting as a watchdog, seeing to it that these items 
were not subsequently used without full explanation of their histories. 
For example, after establishing that the Patti story was a 
myth, and nothing else, he was able to 11 shoo a way 11 Sandburg from using 
the story in his War Years, through the influence of Oliver R. Barrett 
f Ch . 1 o 1cago. Similarly, Bullard also did some rather remarkable work 
in investigating spurious quotations attributed to Lincoln. Although 
this work was perhaps not as significant or as startling as his labors 
through the years in keeping the record accurate regarding Patti and 
Got, it does s peak eloquently for Bullard's methods , his untiring 
efforts to keep the Lincoln sto~- free or a~y false and unnecessary 
errors. 
In an address before the Lincoln Group of Boston on Novemb er 28 , 
1942, 2 Bullard noted that perhaps nobody in American history has been 
misquoted more often than Abraham Lincoln: 
l 
Innocent persons, ( Bullard said,] in good faith, use 
n1s supposed remarks in support of their views on public 
questions. Men with axes to grind grab whatever comes 
to hand, from his assumed authorship t hat conceivably 
might help their cause. Debaters violate all the rules 
of probability in order to cite a gainst an opponent 
passages of highly questionable authenticity which they 
attribut e to the Civil War President. Sentences torn 
from their settings are made to mean what he never 
intended them to mean ••• • At times I have dallied with 
the idea that the r e mi ght be a fabrications factory 
Bullard to Basler, Jan. 18, 19)0. Photostat. 
2 ( Kennet h A. Bernard,] The Lincoln Group of Boston, 1938-1958 : A Short 
History (Boston: privately printed, 1953), p . 9 . 
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somewhere, ready to provide Lincolnisms for all applicants 
and for all purposes at any time. Abraham Lincoln 
himself was not excelled by any man in the extraordinary 
caution with which he labored to make sure that his 
facts were right and that he misrepresented nobody. 
He never took a chance on getting by with unreliable 
affirmations. Anybody who reads with care his debates 
with Douglas, the Cooper Institute speech, and various 
of his state papers must agree that this is true.3 
Bullard then continued to cite several examples in which quota-
tions attributed to Lincoln were demonstrated by several historians to 
be spurious.4 He also related an incident involving dubious quotations 
that he was able to investigate and prove to be a fabrication. This 
concerned what Bullard termed the "Greenbacks Quotation."5 
In March, l942, Frederick H. Meserve of New York City, unable 
to satisfy himself completely on the problem, wrote to his friend, 
Bullard, asking his assistance in tracking down the source of a 
quotation claimed to be derived from Lincoln's writings. Meserve had 
been originally requested to assist Major Ivan Firth, a Britisher at 
that time in New York City as representative of the Incorporated Sales 
Managers Association of the United Kingdom. Major Firth was seeking to 
find the origin of the alleged quotation and had sought the assistance 
of Mr.Meserve.6 The statement in question, which appeared in a British 
3 
4 
5 
6 
Bullard, "Fabricated Lincoln ' Quotations,'" Typescript, p. l. 
Inserted in Notebook 52. 
Ibid., passim. 
Ibid., p. 2 
Notebook 52. Bullard originally did not bother to save the correspon-
dence on this issue, but a s the problem became more involved, he wrote 
to Major Firth who sent him a resume of the correspondence up to 
that point. Notes on that resume are in Notebook 52. 
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trade journal with •mich Maj or Firth was connected, read: 
Money is t he creature of law and the creation of t he 
original issue of money s hould be rna intained as an 
exclusive monopoly of national government. 
The monetary needs of increasing numbers of people 
advancing towards higher s tandards of living can and 
shoul d be met by the Government. 
The ci rculation of a medium of exchange issued a nd 
backed by the C~vernment can be properly r egul ated and 
r edunda ncy avoided by withdrawing f rom circulation s uc,h 
amounts as may be necessary by taxation, r edeposit, and 
otherwise. 
The privilege of creating and issuing is not only t he 
supr eme pr er ogative of the Government, but it is t he 
Government's gr eatest creative opportunity. 
Money will cease to be master and become the servant 
of humanity . Democracy will r i se superior to money power. 7 
Bulla rd r efus ed to believe that Lincoln ever said or vrrote what 
was in this "quotation." It did not s ound like Lincoln. 11 There are 
numb ers of Lincolnians, 11 wrote Bullard, "who react to fake quot ations 
much a s a money expert reacts to counter fei t currency . 11 8 Bullard , of 
course, was one of those Lincolnians. 
Ac t ually , while searching for the origin of a similar quotation, 
0 
severa l years before 1942,/ Bullard had accumulated s ome evidence that t o 
him justifj_ed the opinion that the pas sa ge was spurious . Bull a r d originally 
was attempting to disc over the origin of what he called the "enthronement 
of corporations" fake , and sugges ted to Major Firth t hat t her e wa s 
7 
Bullard, "Fabricated Lincoln ' Quotations'; 11 p . 2. 
8 
Ibid., p . 3. 
9 In 1930. Notebo ok 52 . 
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some similarity in the two quotations. 
The text of the "enthronement of corpor ations" letter is as 
follows : 
Yes , we can all congratulate ourselves that t his 
cruel war is drawing to a close. It has cost a va st 
amount of treasure and blood . The best blood of the 
flower of American youth has been freely offered upon 
our country's altar tha t the nation might live. It has 
been a tr-y-ing hour for t he republic, but I see in the 
near f uture a crisis which unnerves me and causes me 
to tremble for the safety of my country . As a result 
of t ne war, corpor a tions have been ent hroned, and an 
era of corruption in high places will follow, and the 
money power of the country will endeavor to prolong 
its reign by working upon the prejudices of the people 
until all wealth is aggr egated in a few hands and the 
republic is destroy ed. I feel at this time more 
anxiety for the safety of my country than ever before, 
even in the midst of the war . God grant that ~ fears 
may prove groundless JlO 
Bullard could find nothing on this item until he f i nal ly came 
upon a huge paper-bound volume published in 1896 by George Hen~ Shibl~ 
as a campaign document in the interest of the presidential campaign of 
:iilliam J. Dryan. 11 The volume contained such referenc e s as "the hire-
ling press , 11 "the hired-man professors , 11 "the Grea t Conspiracy , 11 and 
otner s . 'By no me ans , 11 declared Bull ard, "would such a book command the 
respect of any serious and informed reader . nl2 
10 
11 
12 
Helen Nicolay , Personal Traits of Abraham Lincoln (New York: Century 
Co ., 1913), pp . 380-81. 
The }1oney Question . The 50 Per Cent. Fall in Gener al Prices , t he 
_t;vil Effects . The Remedy . St able rvioney Moneta ry History : 1850-
1896 (Chica go: Stable Money Publishing Co ., 18 96) . 
Bulla rd, tt?abricated Li nc oln ' Quotations , 111 p . 3. 
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Shible-J quoted a 11letter 11 in which Lincoln is supposed to 
have written in 1864 to l illiam F. Elkin, one of the "Long Nine from 
Sangamon, 11 that "the money power will try to prolong its reign ••• 
until all the wealth i s aggregated i n a few hands and t he republic is 
destroyed : 1113 -- the passage quoted above. Of course , as Bullard 
emphatically pointed out , the letter ha s never been found . 14 
Helen Nicolay noted that although her father, Lincoln's 
secretary, John G. Nicolay , once made a lis t of 11a dozen or more spurious 
quotations and all egations concerning Lincoln, 11 this quotation about the 
11money power of the country 11 was the one he was called upon most to deny . 
She added t hat this alleged quotation apparently made its first appear-
ance in the presidential campaign of 1888 , and 11 it has returned vvi th 
planetary regularity ever since . ul5 
John G. Nicolay had been unable to trace t he origin of t his 
obviously false quotation, and Bullard after a long, exhaustive s earch 
could find nothing more r eliable than the Shibley book for its origin. 
Bullard noted that "few Lincoln writers or speakers have ventured to 
use as authority either Shibley 's book or t he lette r to Elkin. 1116 
13 
14 
15 
16 
Shibley, The Money Ques t i on, p . 282 . 
Bullard, "Fabricated Lincoln ' Quot ations, 111 p . 4. 
Nicol ay, Personal Traits of Lincol n , pp . 380- 81. 
Bullar d , "Fabricated Lincoln ' Quotations, 111 p . 4. Bullard wrote i n 
his notes : 11 Any i ntelligent person who examines Shibley will agree 
that no historian or public speaker with a r eputation to protect 
would dream of citing Shibley as an authori t y . 11 Hotebook 52 . 
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Hovreve r , a few writers did accept the Shibley story . 
In a small pamphlet , Little Sermons in Socialism by Abraham 
Lincoln, 17 the compiler, Burke McCarty , used the sto~ and cited 
Shibley as his source. Whether or not McCarty made an honest mistake 
is difficult to determine . In his Introduction he wrote : 
We do not claim that ••• Lincoln was a Socialist, 
i'or the word had not been coined in his day . We do not 
claim that he would, if he had lived, been a Sociali st 
today ••• " 
We do claim, and know, to the hour of his death, a 
class conscious working man, that his sympathi es were 
with that class ••• *B 
Ewanuel Hertz, in his collection of the writings of Abraham 
Lincoln also included the lette r, without naming Blkin or mentioni.11g 
any authority. 19 When Bullard asked Hertz to name his authority , the 
writer informed Bullard that he had obtained it from Shibley . 20 The 
letter also appeared in a campaign book for 1900,21 and it eventually 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
No publisher, @· 1910] . 
McCarty, p . l. 
Emanuel Hertz, Abraham Lincoln: 
Liveright Inc. , 1931), II, 954 . 
A New Portrait (New York: Horace 
Hertz to Bullard, Dec . 11, 1931 : Dec . 22, 1931; Dec. 28 , 1931. 
Inserted in Notebook 14a. Hertz was in error about Shibley's title. 
It was not 11Life of Elkin," but Hertz cited t he exact page number 
(282) in which the quotation a ppears in Shibley . 
H.S. Taylor and D. M. Fulwiler (eds.), Lincoln Words on Living Questions: 
A Collection of All the Recorded Utterances of Abraham Linc oln 
Bearing upon t~e Questions of Today (Chicago: Trusty Publishing Co ., 
1900), p. 132. 
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even got into the Co~gressional Record ! Bullard was able to obtain 
a clipping of t he Congressional Record for FebruaF~ 14, 1938, in which 
a report of an "extension of remarks by Repr esentat ive Charles G. 
Binderup of Nebraska," quoted thi s same item, ident i fying it as from 
Lincoln's mes sa ge to Congress -- in 18651 22 Then, on August 19 , 1940, 
Representative Jerry Voorhis of Calif ornia used a port i on of the Iv'"Jajor 
Fi rth version! 23 
Bullard attempted to learn from Representative Voorhis what 
his source for the quotation was . Congressman Voorhis would only , 
albeit politely , reply that he had taken his rema rks "from another man ' s 
writings, 11 and that a careful 11 r esearch in t he Library of Congress and 
elsewhere has failed to reveal the quotation in question.u24 
Finally , Bull ard was able to identify the probable ori gin 
of t he money problem! G. M. Van Bur en, in his Abraham Linc oln ' s Pen 
and Voice, 25 had published a letter from Lincoln to Colonel Edmund 
11Dick 11 Taylor, of Chicago, in whi ch 11Dick 11 Taylor was credited by 
Lincoln with being the father of the greenbacks: the originator of 
the s uggestion t hat treas ury notes should be issued, "bearing no interest 
22 
23 
24 
25 
The clipping is ins er ted in Notebook l4a . 
Congr essional Rec ord, 81 Gong., 3d Sess . (App) , 16, 016 (Aug . 19, 
1950) . 
Voorhis to Bullard, Oct . 4 , 1940 . Inserted in Notebook l4a. 
Cincinnati: Robert Clar k and Co ., 1890 . 
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printed on the best banking paper •• • and ••• to be legal tender. 1126 
These words are similar to the utterances of the previous quotations, 
and Bullard as s erted that 11we may be almost positive in pronouncing 
t he Taylor letter to be spurious . u27 
This 11 Dick 11 Taylor was once described by w·illiam H. Herndon 
as a 11 shmw , bombastic man, 11 and as a man who "resorted to many ••• 
28 
artful tricks of a demagogue . " 
An obitua~ notice in the New York Tti bune of December 6, 1891, 
further indicated to Bullard of the unreliability of 11 Dick11 Tay lor. 
According to this account, Taylor first met Lincoln (or claimed that 
he had) in New Salem at which time he suggested to Lincoln that he take 
up the study of law. When Lincoln responded that he had no money and 
therefore could buy no books , Taylor invited him to come to Springfield, 
adding : 11 1 111 see you are supplied." Lincoln came, and for a long time 
lived with Colonel and ~~s. Taylor. Furthermore, Taylor ' s influence 
got Lincoln into Logan's law office where he tended the fire and swept 
the office, but where he also began to read the b ooks in the office ! 29 
26 
27 
28 
29 
Van Buren, Lincoln ' s Pen and Voice, P• 404 . 
Bullard, IIFabricated Lincoln ' Quotations , 111 p . ) . 
William H. Herndon and Jesse W. ·w·eik, Herndon 1 s Life of Lincoln, 
Introduction and Notes by Paul M. Angle (New York : Albert and 
Charles Boni, 1930), p . 1)7 . 
Notes on this article appear in Notebook 52 . 
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It would not be difficult for a man with such an imagination to perpe-
trate the rrryth t hat Lincoln called him "the father of t he ••• green-
bac k. 11 3° 
Major Firth himself was able to get at the origin of his 
version of the spurious quotation. The Firth version appeared in l\.'iayer 
McGreer's Conquest of Poverty, published in 1935,31 following a particu-
larly provoking introductory statement: 
In the following synopsis I have scrupulously 
mainta ined Lincoln's ideas. His words and phrase-
ology are used except where the change has been 
necessary to extend Lincoln's conclusions to bank 
credit, now used through the cheque system which was 
not in cormnon vogue in his time, and to make his 
observations applicable to monetary practices that 
have since developed, and were not in operation in 
his day, but to which his ideas, nevertheless, apply.3 2 
After reading this statement, Bullard's comment was: 11 Such 
effrontery is beneath the contempt of Lincoln students. 11 33 And for his 
detailed investiga tions and his findings, Bullard received a not e f rom 
Meserve: 11You have proved true to me my belief that nothing either great 
30 
31 
32 
33 
New York Tribune, Dec . 6, 1891. This also appears in a clipping 
of the Sharon (Mass.) Advocate, Oct. 23, 1943. Inser ted in 
Notebook 52. 
Garde nvale, Que.: Garden Ci t y Press, 1935. 
Bullard has a note that this passage was "certified as correct by 
t he Legislative Reference Service of the Library of Congress." 
Notebook 52 . 
Bullard, JtFabricated Lincoln' Quotations,"' p. 7. 
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or small in our history escapes y our mind and pen.u34 
34 Me serve to Bullard, Mar ., 26, 1942, Inserted in Notebook 52 . 
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Chapter IV 
Bullard 1 s Books 
During his career as a Lincoln scholar, F. Lauriston Bullard 
wrote four books on the Lincoln theme. Each of these in its own way 
r epresents a valuable contribution to the Lincoln field, and each is 
t oday cons idered as authoritative . Bullard, in t hese books, dealt with 
(1) Lincoln and his son Tad, (2) the Getty sburg Address, (3) Lincoln's 
letter to 1trs . Bixby , and (4) Lincoln statues in marble and bronze. 
1 
The first of the four books to be published was Bu.llard 1 s 
Tad and His Father, the first edition of which was dated 1915.1 A 
small book of a hundred and two pages, this could best be described as 
a brief sketch touching on the relations of t he war-time President and 
his youngest son. Historically, the Bullard study is significant 
because, excluding personal reminiscens es by Lincoln's contemporaries, 
this was the first book published on Lincoln and his children; and it 
remained the only book dealing exclusively with this subject until the 
2 publication of N~s . Randall 's volume in 1955. 
Brief as Bullard's volume was, it nevertheless captured the 
spirit of the close companionship between the care-worn President and 
his young son. 1iJhat little diversion Lincoln could enjoy while in the 
1 Boston : Little, Brown, and Co., 
2 Ruth Painter Randall, Lincoln's Sons (Boston: Lj_ttle, Bro tm and Co., 
1955) . 
103 
White House was supplied in large measure by- the presence of his spoiled 
son whose mischief would amuse the President who could find so little 
that was amusing during the Civil War . The need for diversion and the 
loss of two other sons combined to make Lincoln a most tolerant parent 
regarding his youngest son's antics. The President even described Tad 
as the "tyrant of the Vfuite House, 11 and the liberty enjoyed by the boy 
was "almost a scandal in the eyes of some very 'proper' persons. 113 
Tad was once given a box of carpentry tools which he not only used in 
the stables and kitchen but in the 11 show rooms" of the ·white House also. 
Once or twice the big table in the Cabinet Room became a workbench; he 
drove nails into the old-fashioned mahogany desk used by John Hay ; and 
he even carried on .experiments in the small room where his father 
slept! It was not until he attacked t he chairs in the 11 shovvy 11 East 
Room, that "the tools disappeared overnight, and no one seemed to know 
what had become of them."4 
One September day in 1862 was the liveliest day for 11mischie-
vous, impulsive, imperious, sensitiv:e, boisterous, big-hearted Tad . " 
Nobody connected with the White House would soon forget it. On that day 
the President was busy study ing charts and papers in his office, the 
3 Bullard, Tad and His Father, p . 20. 
4 Ibid . , pp . 21-22 . 
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s ecretaries, John G. Nicolay, John Hay , and William 0. Stoddard, were 
i n t heir places doing their routine work ; and below stairs visitors 
were strolling about that part of the Wn i te House open to public view 
and inspection. Suddenly the bell near the desk of Secret.s.ry Stoddard 
jangl ed violently . Startled , t he y oung assistant jumped up and turned 
toward the President ' s offi ce , ala rmed becaus e the President had never 
before rung s o vehemently . As he nea red the President 's door, Stoddar d 
noted t hat both senior s ecret aries, Nicolay and Hay , were als o hurriedl y 
movi ng towar d Lincoln 's r oom . And along the hall , almost running, came 
most of t he ' ,'hi te House staff towar d the President ' s room. Even Edward , 
the ancient 'ffntte House doorkeepe r who had served every President since 
Zachary Tay lor , was painfully moving up the stairs. Even the bell i n 
the President's room was ringing, and when they were about to open the 
door , it swung open and the President stood before them, with that well-
knovvn sad smile on his face. 
" J.1laybe you 1 d better look f or Tad, 11 he said. 
James Halliday , the ~nite Hous e carpenter, acted upon Lincoln 's 
hint , and f ound t he young boy, up in t he attic , pulling with all his 
might at t he y oke which formed the connecting link for all the bells i n 
the ~fuite House ~r stem. As soon as Tad saw t he carpenter coming toward 
him, he gave the y oke "one final svd.ng and plunged for the stairs, down 
which he ran pell-mell and charged into t he sure refuge of his father's 
room. 115 
5 Ibid ., pp . 23-26 . 
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There were other devices used by this "tyrant of the White 
House 11 to annoy both Vfuite House personnel and visitors. One day while 
several ladies from Boston were inspecting the presidential residence, 
they came into the East Room and looked with reverence upon the velvet 
carpet, the plush upholsteri ng , the frescoed ceiling, the glittering 
chandeliers, and the mahogany furniture. · Suddenly a door opened and 
closed noisily, and t he "solemn stillness 11 was distractingly and rudely 
shattered "by a frightful racket. 11 6 The Boston ladies were shocked! 
As Bullard described the scene, Tad was the cause of their horror: 
Charging through the hall came a shouting boy, flourishing 
a long whip and driving a pair of goats, hitched tandem 
fashion to a kitchen chair. The party of visitors watcned 
him guide the horned team into the sacred precincts of t he 
great East Room. The-y heard him yell: 11 Look out there !" 
and their staring eyes followed his course around the big 
apartment and t hrough the doorway, and they knew from what 
they then heard that he must have driven those goats through 
the vestibule and down the front steps of the presidential 
mansion. They gazed aghast at one another, and it was only 
after an interval of shocked silence that they achieved a 
sufficient recovery to make a hasty and rather stealthy 
departure as from a sanctuary profaned.? 
Vfuenever Tad got into trouble of this kind, he al~ays could 
rely on his father not to p1mish him and to protect him from aeybody 
else that might. One day the President allowed Tad to accompany him on 
one of his many visits to the War Department building to see if any news 
had come in over the telegraph lines from the war front. Vfuile Lincoln 
6 
7 
Ibid., pp. 29-30 
Ibid., pp. 30-31 
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and the operators of the telegraph lines were in conversation, little 
Tad promptly got into trouble. The telegraph instruments were set 
upon marble-topped tables, and Tad, while nobody was looking dipped 
his fingers into an ink-well and smeared the white table-tops with 
black i nk . One of the operators finally noticed what the boy was up 
to, s eized him, and led him -- at arm's length -- to his father . Every-
body in the room was somewhat embarrassed when the boy fa c ed his f ather, 
holding up his ink-blackened fingers. The President looked at the 
smeared table-tops and then smiled embarrassingly at the operator who 
still clutched Tad's shoulder. Finally Lincoln gathered his son up into 
his arms, 11careless of the damage the ink".f hands might do to his linen. 11 
Lincoln then quietly said to his son, ·~~ell, Tad, we'll go; I'm afraid 
they're ab using you. "8 
Nevertheless, although the boy was a terror to all others at 
the White House, he served his father, as Bullard pointed out, as an 
important antidote to the many vexing problems that remained with the 
President during his four y ears in Washington. One night, afte r spending 
a long day reading the piles of papers that were always on his desk, 
Lincoln settled dovm in his bedroom with a slender volume of the poems 
of Thomas Hood . Hardly had he settled dmvn into his chair when he heard 
three dots and two dashed rapped on the door, a special signal indicating 
8 Ibid., PP• 33-34. 
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that Tad wanteEi to enter t he room. Instantly, the face of the Presi-
dent lost its look of weariness, and 11with a smile that made the 
homely countenance wonderfully handsome, n Lincoln opened the door and 
admitted his son. Tad "bounced in" dressed in his white nightgown. 
As Bullard concluded: 
Many a night upon waking he had crossed the hall and crept 
into his father's bed. And to-night again the President 
and Tad, the lonely man who bore in his heart the sorrows 
of the nation and the lad in whose comradeship he found 
relief from the awful ordeal which it •vas his duty to 
endure, the father and the boy together entered the peaceful 
refuge of sleep.9 
Even little 11Tadpole, 11 the young lad who led such a life free 
of any cares or worries, would have to grow up one day. Tad Lincoln 
grew up, and learned the meaning of sadness on an April day in 1865. 
That day was perhaps a nightmare to the innocent, young Lincoln who had 
en,ioyed so much his life in the White House . 
It all began on the evening of April 14, 1865. Washington, 
D. C., was in festive attire. Business houses, government buildings, 
private residences, all were decorated with flags and bunting and all 
were lighted with many candles. General Lee's armies had surrendered. 
Torchlight processions filled the streets and martial music was heard in 
eve~ square. The theaters were a mass of bright lights with announce-
ments posted to attract crowds who would be seeking amusement on such 
a gala occasion. 
9 
Ibid., pp. 35-36. 
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Both the leading theaters of Washington had sent invitations 
to the President to occupy that night the special box at each theater 
always reserved for him. Mrs . Lincoln wrote to the manager of Grover's 
that the President could not comply with hi s invitation because he 
already had accepted an invitation to Ford's . However, Tad and his 
t utor would be happy to come to the National . All the boxes were sold 
out, and the boy _and his escort were given seats well at the front of 
the house. Thus while the father was watching the comedy , 11 0ur Ameridan 
Cousin , " the son was enjoying the "great Oriental Spectacle of Aladdin, 
or the Wonderful Lamp, 11 with "magnificent scenery, wonderful mechanical 
effects, grand ballets, beautiful tableaus , " and between acts , a patriotic 
poem composed for the occasion, 11 The Flag of Sumter . nlO 
During the performance, a messenger hurriedly came to Tad 's 
t utor and whispered something to him. Although surprised and bewildered, 
the tutor turned to Tad and said that Mr . Lincoln was ill and that they 
ought to return to the Vlhite House . As soon as they retired, the 
manager of the theater came before the curtain and to a suddenly surprised 
audience 11made his terrible announcement": the President had been 
. t d ll assasslna e • 
Wnen, a couple of days later, Tad's father was laid out in the 
~~ite House while thousands of people waited in line all day to obtain 
one last look upon his face, the Secretary of the Navy, Gideon w·elles, 
10 
ll 
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came upon Tad, in the White House. When the young boy recognized the 
Navy Secretary, he burst into tears and asked: 11 0h, Mr. Welles, who 
killed II\Y papa .. day; , and why did he have to die? 11 Gideon Welles was 
unable to answer the second part of that question. Bullard, in the 
concluding paragraph of his book, tried to: 
How ma~ thousands have asked your question since then, 
Tadl How many, indeedl "Why?" Had he not always "plucked 
a thistle and planted a flower wherever he thought a flower 
would grcm? 11 Was he not a man of the plain people who 
never forgot his kind? Did not the whole nation, South as 
well as North, heed him? ~J.qy might he not have had a little 
of the gladness of the morning after the purgatorial darkness 
of the night of suffering? He had grown old so frightfully 
fast; could he not have had a few years to grow young again? 
How can either reason or conscience include the death of 
Lincoln within any reasonable ideal of a moral universe? 
Yes, Tad, your question touches upon the ~steries of time 
and eternity. It involves the problems over which the 
greatest minds and hearts of the world have wrestled and 
prayed. But when -you went away a fewyears later and 
joined your father, then, Tad, I think - although I cannot 
be quite sure -- I t hink that then you found an answer.l2 
Bullard's brief "sketch" (as James F. Rhodes described Tad and His 
Father)l3 proved popular enough to have four separate printings, the 
last one as late as 1933. The book was well received, both by contem-
poraries of Tad and by historians as well. Bullard had written to Tad's 
older brother, Robert Todd Lincoln, before he published his volume, 
asking for a description of Tad and received a brief note describing Tad 
12 Ibid., PP• 101-102. 
13 James F. Rhodes to Bullard, Sept. 19, 1915. Box, Autographs. 
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as a "hearty, merry l~d, 11 with "dark hair rather than light, 11 and with 
gray eyes of which there was 11nothing remarkable. u14 V.'"'hen Lincoln 1 s 
oldest son finished reading Bullard's volume, he sent the author a 
gracious note complimenting him on his success in recapturing the spirit 
of the young boy who meant so much to the Civil War President: 
It has been a most delightful reminder to me of a 
time which is far gone by, but which had maey pleasures, 
as well as troubles; you have given me an affecting 
sketch of the mischievous, charming~ affectionate little 
bqy who was such a comfort to my father.l5 
William o. Stoddard, the same one who had to endure so many 
of Tad's pranks while working in the \¥bite House many years before, wrote 
to Bullard in praise of the book that had successfully '~rought me a 
panorama of memories of Lincoln, the White House, and ~ little friend 
Tad. 1116 
Among the writers on the Lincoln and Civil War themes, Ida M. 
Tarbell wrote of her enjqyment of the book which she found s.rmpathetic 
and which she believed 11no one could read ••• without being very sincere~ 
touched. ul7 James F. Rhodes found himself "touched 11 by Bullard 1 s 11 graphic 
recital of the relations between the great Lincoln and his son Tad. 11 
R.T. Lincoln to Bullard, Nov. 25, 1914. 
15 Ibid., Oct. 15, 1915. Bo~ Autographs. 
Box, Autographs. 
16 W.O. Stoddard to Bullard, Sept. 11, 1915. Bo~ Autographs. 
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To Rhodes, the work was not only "well worth doing" bu · was also "well 
done. 11 Rhodes concluded by predicting that Bullard's volume would have 
a long life because nobody 11 ought to write of Lincoln without reading 
•t ,18 ~ . 
As a fitting testimonial of the :rregarli with which Bullard 1 s 
"sketch" was held, one need only cite the communication Bullard received 
in 1930, asking for his opinion of a forthcoming: volume, Tad Lincoln's 
Father, by Julia Taft ~rne.l9 The publishers wanted Bullard to judge 
the relative merits of the various anecdotes included in the volume. 
Th~ selected him because as author of Tad and His Father, Bullard was 
probably "more familiar with stories involving Tad Lincoln than aey 
other authority on Lincoln ••• u20 
2 
The second of Bullard's four books is also a slender volume 
of seventy-seven pages in which the author presents the facts about 
Lincoln's greatest speech (the Gettysburg Address), and the circumstances 
of its composition and delivery: "A Few Appropriate Remarks": Lincoln's 
Gettysburg Address. 1 Fourteen years before the appearance of Bullard's 
18 
19 
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James F. Rhodes to Bullard, Sept. 19, 1915. Box, Autographs. 
Boston: Little, Brown and Co., 1931. 
F.M. Clouter to Bullard, Dec. 31, 1930. 
Harrogate, Tenn.: Lincoln Memorial University Press, 1944, 
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volume, William E. Barton published in 1930 a work on the same subject 
with a rather definitive-sounding title: Lincoln at Gettysburg: What 
He Intended to Say; What He Said; What He Was Reported to Have Said; 
What He Wished He Had Said.2 Although in this work Barton may have 
"adorned" his facts 11with verbiage;'}1ie nevertheless treated the subject 
authoritatively, and thus Bullard's later work represented basical~ a 
su.mma:ry of the same material used by Barton. 
However, because of 11his keen sense of historical skepticism, " 
Bullard was able to offer some contributions of his own, and these cont ri-
butions combine with his less adorned presentation of the facts to make 
Dr. Bullard's book the place where "one may find, authoritatively presented, 
all one needs to know about Lincoln's greatest speech. 114 Bullard's contri-
butions may be divided into two categories, negative and positive. 
On the negative side Bullard challenged the account of Clark E. 
Carr on Carr's role in the extension of the invitation to Lincoln to be 
present at the exercises. Clark E. Carr was the Illinois member of the 
Gettysburg Comrr~ssion, the youngest of them all, and the only member who 
personal~ knew the President. Furthermore, he was a "devoted admirer of 
Lincoln.u5 In 1906, almost a half-century after the event, Carr published 
2 
3 
4 
5 
Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1930. Hereafter cited as Lincoln at 
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a volwne on Lincoln and Gettysburg in which he explained that all invita-
tions and arrangements for the dedication exercises were considered and 
decided upon qy the Board of Commissioners.6 The author further added 
that the other Commissioners were doubtful about the expediency of 
inviting Lincoln to speak and about his ability to deliver a suitable 
address on such a solemn occasion. Carr continued to explain how Lincoln 
came to be invited to speak: 
The proposition to ask Mr. Lincoln to speak at the Gettysburg 
ceremonies was an afterthought. The President of the United 
States had, like the other distinguished personages, been 
invited to be present, but Mr. Lincoln was not, at that time, 
invited to speak. In fact, it did not seem to occur to any that 
he could speak on such an occasion. 
Scarcely aqy member of the Board, excepting the member 
representing Illinois (9arr] , had ever heard him speak at all, 
and no other member had ever heard, or read from him, aeything 
except political discussions. When the suggestion was made 
that he be invited to speak, while all expressed high apprecia-
tion of his great abilities as a political speaker, as shown in 
his debate with Stephen A. Douglas, and in his Cooper Institute 
Address, the question was raised as to his ability to speak 
upon such a grave and solemn occasion as that of the memorial 
services. Besides, it was said that ••• he could not possib~ 
have the leisure to prepare an address for such an occasion ... ... 
It was finally decided to ask President Lincoln "after the 
oration" (that is to say, after Mr. Everett's oration) as chief 
executive of the nation, 11to set apart formally these grounds 
to their sacred use by a few appropriate remarks. 11 7 
Beside intimating it in his book, Carr also in private conversation 
claimed that it was he who proposed that Lincoln speak and that he guaranteed 
6 
1 
Clark E. Carr, Lincoln at Gettysburg: 
and Co., 1906), P• 12. 
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the President's fitness for something other than a political speech.8 
All the claims made by Carr, as Bullard pointed out, may be true, but 
whatever consultation took place must have been by mail. Bullard 
uncovered a "careful and extended statement sent out to his fellow 
Commissioners in 1874 by the Secretar,y of the Commission, a Mr. Bartlett, 
who ought to have had the records before him, saying that the 1 Commiss-
ioners from the several States met for the first time ... on December 17."9 
In the light of this statement Carr's claims may still be correct, but it 
must have required a rather heavy correspondence to convince the other 
members of the Commission that Lincoln was qualified to make his 11approp-
riate remarks" at Gettysburg! 
The second "negative" contribution of Bullard to the story of 
Lincoln's Gettysburg Address concerns the account of Andrew G. Curtin, 
wartime Governor of Pennsylvania. Curtin's story appeared in a History 
of the United States, published in 1896, by William A. Mowr,r: 
8 
9 
There is conclusive evidence that the words of the address 
were not written out until the Presidential par~ arrived on 
the ground ••• • The following account of how the address was 
written was received directly from ex-Governor Curtin, of 
Pennsylvania, who was present on the occasion and knew whereof 
he affirmed. Governor Curtin said that after the arrival of 
Bullard, Lincoln's Gettysburg Address, p. 13. Barton, a personal friend 
of Carr, wrote that the Illinois member of the Commissioner made these 
claims in private to his acquaintances, including Barton. According 
to Barton's account Carr's suggestion that Lincoln speak at the 
exercises "was not received with marked enthusiasm." Barton, Lincoln 
at Gettysburg, p. 49. 
Quoted in Bullard, Few Appropriate Remarks, p. 13. 
the party from Washington, while the President and his 
Cabinet, Edward Everett, the orator of the day, Governor 
Curtin, and others were sitting in the parlor of the 
hotel, the President remarked that he understood that 
the committee expected him to say something. He would, 
therefore, if they would excuse him, retire to the next 
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room and see if he could write out something. He was absent 
some time, and upon returning to the company had in his band 
a large-sized yellow envelope. The President sat down, and 
remarked that he had written something, and with their per-
mission would like to read it to them, and invited them to 
criticize it. After reading what he had written upon the 
envelope, he asked for any suggestions they might make; 
Secretary Seward volunteered one or two comments, which 
Mr. Lincoln accepted and incorporated. Then he said, "Now, 
gentlemen, if you will excuse me again, I will copy this 
off, 11 and returning again made a fresh copy to read from.lO 
Barton, who had included this passage in his work on Gettysburg, 
attested to the reliability of Mr. Mowry, whom he knew, and noted that 
Mowry had told him the same story that he published in his History .ll 
Also, in 1895, Horatio King, former Postmaster-General of the 
United States, "with pencil in hand to make sure of his exact words,tt 
called on Curtin, sometime that year and asked the former Governor of 
Pennsylvania to give his account. King published Curtin's story in his 
Turning on the Light. This King version varied only slightly from the 
Mowry account quoted above. In both cases Lincoln wrote the speech the 
night before 11 on a yellow envelope, 11 and in both cases Curtin was with 
Lincoln on the evening before the address.12 
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Bullard discovered "one bit of evidence" that discredits 
Curtin's testimo~ altogether.l3 The orator of the day, Edward Everett, 
carefully kept a journal. In an entry, "At Mr. Wills's" Everett noted 
that the Governor of Pennsylvania did not arrive at Gettysburg until 
11 o'clock on the night before the dedication. The town by now was so 
crowded with visitors that it was difficult to find adequate lodgings 
for the Governor. 11At first," Everett noted, 11it was proposed to put 
the Governor in nv bed with me. 11 However, Curtin "kin<:i:cy- went out and 
found a lodging elsewhere. 111..4 Bullard concluded: "I fancy that this 
~~erett evidence exposes the serious errors in the recollections of the 
able and energetic War Governor of the Keystone State.nl5 
Bullard's positive contribution to the story of the Gettysburg 
Address was the discovery of commendatory remarks on the beauty of the 
speech by two of the most distinguished of Lincoln's contemporaries: 
Henry VI . Longfellow and Ralph Waldo Emerson. 
The day following the exercises at Gettysburg, Longfellow wrote 
his friend, George William Curtis, editor of Harper's Weekly, that he had 
13 
15 
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just finished reading Lincoln 1 s remarks and that they seemed "admirable" 
to Longfellow.l6 
Four days after Lincoln's death, Emerson delivered his famous 
address at the memorial services in Concord, Massachusetts. In his 
tribute Emerson made the following allusion to the Gettysburg Address: 
••• His brief speech at Gettysburg will not easily be 
surpassed by words on a~ recorded occasion. This, and one 
other American speech, that of John Brown to the court that 
tried him, and a part of Kossuth's speech at Birmingham! can 
on~ be compared with each other, and with no fourth ••• 7 
These positive and negative contributions to the stuqy of Lincoln 
and Gett,rsburg that Barton had previously explored fairly thoroughly earned 
for Bullard the note in the biograp~ of Lincoln by Benjamin P. Thomas to 
the effect that the Bullard and Barton volumes on Gettysburg represent the 
standard authorities on the subject.l8 
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Benjamin P. Thomas, Abraham Lincoln: A Biograp.ty (New York: Knopf, 1952), 
p. 544. Bullard also received other commendations for this contribution. 
William H. Townsend wrote: 11 I do not know when I have found so much 
information packed in so small a space and so delightful~ related. 11 
Townsend to Bullard, Nov. 27, 1944. Ralph G. Lindstrom of Los Angeles 
thanked Bullard for "this fine contribution to Lincolniana. 11 "You have 
rendered," he added, 11a real service in throwing the light of careful 
historical researdh on many of the fairy-tales ••• " Lindstrom to Bullard, 
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inserted in Notebook 12a. 
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Bullard's third published volume1 dealt with another of 
Lincoln's great literary accomplishments, his letter to Mrs. LYdia Bixby 
of Boston, dated November 21, 1864. In his Introduction, which he 
titled "In Conference with Our Readers," Bullard described his book as 
a "detective story,"2 one in which the author attempts to clear up the 
mystery surrounding the question of authorship of the letter, -- or, to 
show that Lincoln and not John Hay was the author of the letter. 
The original letter has never been seen by any Lincoln scholar 
since the time of its publication in the Boston Evening Transcript, 
November 25, 1864, but its inclusion in that newspaper proves that the 
letter did once exist. According to the Transcript, the letter read: 
1 
2 
Dear M:ldam, 
Executive Mansion 
Washington, Nov. 21, 1864 
I have been shown in the files of the War Department 
a statement of the Adjutant General of Massachusetts, that you 
are the mother of five sons who have died gloriously on the field 
of battle. 
I feel how weak and fruitless must be any words of 
mine which should attempt to beguile you from the grief of a 
loss so overwhelming. But I cannot refrain from tendering t o 
you the consolat.ion that may be found in the thanks of the 
Republic they died to save. 
I pray that our Heavenly Father may assuage the anguish 
of your bereavement, and leave you only the cherished memory of 
the loved and lost, and the solemn pride that must be yours, to 
have laid so costly a sacrifice upon the altar of Freedom. 
Abraham Lincoln and the Widow Bixby (New Brunswick: Rutgers University 
Press, 1946) . 
~., p. vii. 
Mrs. Bixby. 
Yours ver.y sincerely and respectfully, 
A. Lincoln) 
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Although macy fake copies of the letter have appeared from time 
to time4 and although the original letter has never been found, the origin 
of the spurious copies and the present whereabouts of the letter itself 
are not of primar.y importance, according to Bullard. The real ~ster.y 
connected with the letter - the reason why Bullard wrote his 11detective 
story 11 -- is the question o:f the authorship o:f the letter. 
Did Abraham Lincoln write the Bixb,y Letter? 
Since the turn of the centur.y Lincoln scholars had been aware of 
rumors to the effect that Lincoln really was not the author of the Bixby 
letter, but that his secretar.y, John Hay, wrote the words accredited to the 
President.5 These rumors final~ became a formal charge with the publica-
tion of the following passage in the autobiography of Nicholas Murray Butler 
in 1939: 
3 
4 
One morning during his visit to Washington ~ohnJ Morley 
called on John Hay, ~hen Secretar.y of State under President 
Theodore Roosevel~ ••• ~ Morley expressed to Hay his great 
admiration for the Bixb,y letter, to which Hay listened with 
a quizzical look upon his face. After a brief silence ~ 
told Morley that he had himself written the Bixby letter and 
this was the reason why it could not be found among Lincoln's 
Boston Evening Transcript, Nov. 25, 1864. A photostat appears in 
Bullard, Lincoln and the Widow Bixby, opposite p. 46. 
For a stuqy of the variances in the spurious versions of the letter see 
Ibid, PP• 146-47. 
5 Ibid., p. viii. 
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papers and why no original copy of it had ever been forth-
coming. Hay asked Morley to treat this information as 
strict~ confidential until after his (Hay 1s)death. Morley 
did so, and told me that he had never repeated it to a~ one 
until he told it to me during a quiet talk in London at the 
Athenaeum on J~ 9, 1912. He then asked me, in ~ turn, to 
preserve this gonfidence of his until he, Morley, should be no 
longer living. 
In the same year, 1939, along with Butler's challenge to Lincoln's 
authorship, based on what John Hay had suppose~ stated to the Englishman 
Morley many years before, there appeared in print another attack on the 
validity of the letter to Mrs. Bixby, this one based on internal evidence 
in the document itself. 
Sherman D~ Wakefield, writing in Hobbies, Februa~, 1939, first 
of all noted that all the facsimiles of the Bixby letter then in circulation 
were demonstrably fakes? and suggested that the original was never seen 
because Lincoln did not write t he letter! He added that John ~ probably 
wrote it and that it was simply signed by the President. The letter itself, 
Wakefield felt, was not at all similar to what Wakefield described as 11the 
only one letter of condolence which can be definitely attributed to Lincoln," 
his letter of December 23, 1862, to liiss Fanny McCullough of Bloomington, 
Illinois, whose father was killed in action on December 5 of that year. In 
this letter Lincoln wrote: 
6 
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It is with deep grief that I learn of the death of your 
kind and brave father; and especial~, that it is affecting 
your young heart beyond what is common in such cases. In 
this sad world of ours sorrow comes to all; and, to the young, 
it comes with bitterest ago~, because it takes them unawares. 
The older have learned to ever expect it. I am anxious to 
afford some alleviation of your present distress. Perfect 
relief is not possible, except with time. You can not realize 
that you will ever feel better. Is not this so. And yet it 
is a mistake. You are sure to be happy again. · To know this, 
which is certainly true, will make you some less miserable now. 
I have had experience enough to know what I say; and you need 
only to believe it, to feel better at once. The memor.1 of 
your dear father, instead of ago~, will yet be a sad, sweet 
feeling in your he~rt, or a purer, and holier sort than you 
have known before. 
Wakefield points out, after quoting the McCullough letter, that 
if Lincoln believed in a "Heavenly Father, 11 he would not have failed to 
offer the consolation of religion to his close friend as he did in his 
letter to a stranger (Mrs. Bixby). The MCCullough letter, to Wakefield, 
was like the first draft of the Gettysburg Address (which did not contain 
the phrase 11under God") - a beautiful human document, with no appeal to 
God or reference to immortality.9 
Bullard 1 s "detective story" is a book in which he attempts first 
of all to show that ~ did not write the Bixby Letter and secon~ that 
the Bixby Letter was as much an expression of Lincoln's literary st,rle and 
true sentiments as was the McCullough Letter. 
8 
9 
Lincoln, Collected Works, VI, 16-17. 
Sherman Day Wakefield, Did Lincoln Write the Bixby Letter? (Pamphlet 
reprinted from Hobbies, Feb., 1939), passim. For an article supporting 
the claims of Butler and Wakefield, see David Rankin Barbee. "The Plain 
Truth about the Bixby Letter," flgler 1s Quarterly Historical and Genea-
logical Magazine, XXVI (Jan., 19 ), 149-170. 
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In attempting to show that John Hay did not write the Bixby 
letter, Bullard first dealt with t he evidence usual~ cited by Hay's 
supporters: Hay's letter to William H. Herndon in 1866. The murdured 
President's secreta~~, in this letter, said of Lincoln: 
He wrote very few letters. He did not read one in fifty 
that he received. At first we [ the secretarial staff] tried 
to bring them to his notice, but at last he gave the whole 
thing over to me, and signed without reading them the letters 
I wrote in his name. He wrote perhaps half a dozen a week 
himself-- not more ••• , I opened and read the letters, answered 
them, looked over the newspapers, supervised the clerks who 
kept the records and in Nicolay's absence did his work also ••• ! O 
Wakefield took this statement of Hay and, according to Bullard, 
made it mean 11what it does not say .ull Wakefield insisted that the reader 
must accept the evidence that "Hay wrote the letters in Lincoln's name 
and handwriting.n12 Very properly, Bullard maintained that according to 
the evidence Hay simply wrote letters in Lincoln's name and that the 
President signed them. (Hay said nothing about writing in imitation of 
Lincoln's handwriting.) Bullard also noted that Hay's statement-- "He 
wrote perhaps half a dozen a week himself- not more," --was open to 
serious question. The statement simp]¥ did not make sense in light of 
the investigations of the careful Lincoln authority, William H. Townsend. 
In a careful investigation of Lincoln letters for the four Novembers of 
10 
11 
12 
John Hay, Abraham Lincoln (New York: privately printed, 1939), This 
pamphlet, issued by Gabriel Welles, include.s a facsimile of Hay's 
letter to Herndon. The letter is also printed in Hertz, Hidden Lincoln, 
PP• 307-308. 
Bullard, Lincoln and the Widow Bixby,p. 66. 
Sherman Day Wakefield, ''Who Wrote Lincoln 1 s Letter to Mrs. Bixby," 
Hobbies, XLV (Feb., 1941), 13. 
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the Presidential years, Townsend found that (making allowances for 
future discoveries) there were no more letters than Hay said Lincoln 
himself wrote. A count of the Aprils of those years produced the same 
conclusion, that "Hay's average would amp]¥ cover all the real Lincoln 
letters in the years that Hay served him. 11 To Bullard, Townsend's 
conclusion was sound: that "all Hay's statement to Herndon can possibly 
mean is that in maqy routine, inconsequential, unimportant matters, Hay 
wrote letters for Lincoln in Hay's own distinctive, undisguised handwriting 
to which Lincoln affixed his own signature.nl3 
A second point made b,y those who attempted to credit John Hay 
as the author of the Bixb,y Letter is the testimony of President Butler of 
Columbia University that Hay could imitate Lincoln's handwriting: 11As a 
matter of fact," noted Butler, "Abraham Lincoln wrote very few letters that 
bore his signature. John G. Nicolay wrote almost all of those which wer e 
official, while John Hay wrote almost all of those which were personal. 
Hay was able to imitate Lincoln's handwriting and signature in well-nigh 
perfect fashion. ttl4 Bullard refused to accept this statement without finding 
specific cases. He made a careful examination in an attempt to bring to 
light a~ possible letter that Hay wrote in a style imitating Lincoln. 
Inquiry among Lincoln scholars produced this opinion of Roy P. 
Basler: 11I have searched a long while without finding more than one ins tance 
of what might be considered an imitation, and I have found no one who knows 
anything much about Lincoln manuscripts who can suggest where to look, 
13 Bullard, Lincoln and the Widow Bixby, p. 66. 
statements and researches, see Notebook 2a. 
Butler, Across the Busy Years, II, 390. 
PP• 66-67. For Townsend's 
124 
beyond the many photostats and manuscripts which I have examined.nl5 
The only case in which Hay apparently attempted to cop,y Lincoln's 
signature was in a telegram sent to W~s. Lincoln, on December 21, 1862, 
advising her not to come on the night train, because of the cold weather, 
and suggesting that she come instead in the morning. The body of the 
telegram is in Hay's handwriting while the signature, A. Lincoln, is in 
what appears to be a "forged" handwriting of Lincoln. Bullard wisely 
concluded that an imitation of a signature is not a difficult accomplish-
ment, but that the imitation of the handwriting in the body of a letter or 
document is something else together. Bullard felt that 11we can find 
nej_ther examples nor arguments which justify the opinion that 'Hay was 
able to imitate Lincoln's handwriting and signature in well-nigh perfect 
fashion. 1 nl6 
For his most telling bit of evidence showing that Lincoln and 
not John Hay was the author of the Bixby Letter, Bullard was able to include 
in his volume a statement by Hay himself which should constitute fairly 
strong evidence. Bullard discovered in the New Hampshire Historical 
Society at Concord a document which purports to be a cop,y of a letter sent 
from John Hay to William E. Chandler, and dated Janua~ 19, 1904. The 
note read: 
15 
16 
Bullard, Lincoln and the Widow Bixby, p. 80. 
Ibid., pp. 80-81. The text of the telegram first appeared in Lincoln 
Letters Hitherto Un ublished in the Libra of Brown Universit and 
other Providence Providence: University Libra!¥, 1927 , 
P• 47 • 
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The letter of Mr. Lincoln to Mrs. Bixby is genuine, is 
printed in our edition of his Works, and has been frequently 
republished; but the engraved cop,y of Mr. Lincoln's alleged 
manuscript, which is extensively sold, is, in row opinion, a 
very ingenious forger,r.l7 
Below this note are the words: "Aug. 6, 1909 - gave original 
of above to W.D. Chandler." While the original letter has never been found, 
Bullard was able to receive from several prominent New Hampshire historians, 
and also the biographer of William E. Chandler, assurances that the hand-
writing of the notation at the bottom of the document was unquestionably 
that of Senator Chandler and that his notation was sufficient justifica-
tion to accept the document as a true copy of the original letter.18 
Clear~, Bullard would not accept the unsupported assertions 
that John Hay was in reality the author of the Bixby Letter. Butler's 
testimony about John Hay's assertion that he wrote the letter was second-
hand; evidence that Hay could imitate Lincoln's handwriting is wanting; 
and the Chandler letter strongly points to Lincoln as the author, according 
to Hay himself, whose later career demonstrated the man's integrity and 
honestly. 
While all these reasons tended to invalidate the charge that ~ 
did write the letter, Bullard was able to produce more compelling reasons 
to justify the belief that Lincoln was in fact the author of the famous 
letter. From the standpoint of style, few people could have written the 
letter. But President Lincoln was in fact the author of several other 
documents -- the Gett,ysburg Address and the Second Inaugural Address, for 
17 
18 
Bullard, Lincoln and the Widow Bixby, pp. 122-23. A photostatic cop,y 
of the document appears on p. 124. 
Ibid., pp. 123-28. 
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example -- containing sentiments as beautifully expressed as those in 
the brief note to the Boston widow. 
Vfakefield 's charges that the expression "heavenly father, n 
found in the Bixby Letter, and that the lack of any reference to the deity 
in Lincoln's "only one letter of condolence" can be easily dismissed. 
Bullard noted that in the proclamations issued from the White House at 
the initiative of the President during the war, frequent references to 
"Almighty God" and "Heavenly Father" were used. On October 20, 1864, for 
example, Lincoln issued his proclamation setting aside the last Thursday 
in November as "a day of Thanksgiving and praise to Almighty God, the 
beneficent Creator and Ruler of the Universe." The proclamation also noted 
that "It has pleased our Heavenly Father to favor as well our citizens in 
their homes as our soldiers in their camps ••• 19 
In a more personal letter to his half-brother, John D. Johnston, 
Lincoln wrote on Januar,y 12, 1851, (after being informed his father was ill 
and would "hardly recover") that he wished JE:wcUld 11 confide in our great and 
good and merciful Maker, who will not turn away from him in any extrerni ty. 
He notes the fall of a sparrow, and numbers the hairs of our heads, and He 
will not forget the dying man who puts his trust in Him. n20 As Bullard 
concluded, these sentiments represent more than 11a conventional expression 
of superficial emotions."21 
19 Ibid., PP• 98-99. 
20 Lincoln, Collected Works, II, 96-97. 
21 Bullard, Lincoln and the Widow Bixby, P• 101. 
by Bullard, see pp. l02-lOS. 
For more examples cited 
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The other charge made by Wakefield, that the McCullough Letter 
was the only letter of condolence sent by Lincoln, was also easily refuted 
by Bullard who simply quoted in full Lincoln's beautiful letter to the 
parents of Colonel Elmer E. Ellsworth, a particularly close friend of 
Lincoln who was killed ear~ in the war. In this letter, dated May 25, 
1861, Lincoln's last paragraph read: 
In the hope that it may be no intrwsion · upon the sacredness 
of your sorrow, I have ventured to address you this tribute 
to the memory of m;y young friend, and your brave and ear~ 
fallen child. May God give you that consolation which is 
beyond all earth~ power.22 
Once Bullard showed that Lincoln was completely capable of 
writing beautiful, religious sentiments, he next argued that from the 
standpoint of style John Hay, despite his later literary merits, could 
not possibly have written during his ear~ formative years the words that 
are "universal 11 in their significance and that may "ease the pain and upl ift 
the hearts of war-stricken mothers in all generations.n23 Young John Hay 
of the 186o 1 s, Bullard felt, was unequal to appreciate fully Lincoln 1 s 
magnificent words at Gett,ysburg. Although he was present at the dedication 
ceremoijies for the Gettysburg National Cemetery, Hay's description of 
Lincoln's Address does not indicate that he ful~ appreciated the signifi-
cance or beauty of the President 1 s words. "The President," noted Hay in 
his dia:cy, "in a fine, free way, with more grace than is his wont, said 
22 Lincoln, Collected Words, IV, 384-85. 
23 Bullard, Lincoln and the Widow Bixby, pp. 141-42. 
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his half dozen words of consecration, and the music wailed and we went 
24 home ••• 
To Bullard's way of thinking the Bixby Letter was written by 
the person who wrote Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address. "The sirnilari-
ties in the style cannot be missed -- the measured flow of the lines, 
the cadence as of lyrics in prose, the nobilit,y of sentiment and the 
simplicity of structure.n25 Having indicated the source of his facts, 
the files of the War Department, Lincoln "rose to the heights," and 
"infused his prose with the poetic quality which gave the world an 
enduring masterpiece. 11 As Bullard suggested, one should read the words 
aloud, as Lincoln often did while he was composing: testing words for 
their sound. Unmistakably, Bullard found the "magic of the mastern26 
in these sentences: 
••• I feel how weak and fruitless must be any word of 
mine which should attempt to beguile you from the grief of 
a loss so overwhelming... I pra.y that our Heavenly Father 
may assuage the anguish of your bereavement, and leave you 
only the che T.i 's hed memory of the loved and lost, and the 
solemn pride that must be yours to have laid so costly a 
sacrifice upon the alter of freedom. 
At the conclusion of his "mystery story," Bullard properly and 
modestly noted that while he did not claim to have demonstrated absolutely 
25 
26 
T.yler Dennett (ed.), Lincoln and the Civil War in the Diaries and 
Letters of John Hay (New York: Dodd, Mead, and Co., 1939), p. 121. 
Hereafter cited Hay, Diaries and Letters. 
Bullard, Lincoln and the Widow Bixby, p. 142. 
~., p. 143. 
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that Lincoln composed the letter to Mrs. Bixby, he did insist that those 
who challenged Lincoln's authorship have fallen "far short of demonstrat-
ing that he did not write it. 11 27 wbile of collrse it is possible that 
Lincoln's authorship will never be proven conclusively (unless perhaps 
the original letter should turn up and be identified as in Lincoln's 
handwriting), on the basis of what Bullard had available to use as evi-
dence his point is proved "almost beyond a reasonable doubt. n28 
4 
The fourth and final volume published by F. Lauriston Bullard 
was a study of Lincoln as he has been depicted qy sculptors from the 
time of his death to the present. 1 Eighty-seven statues of heroic size 
were treated, of which sixty-seven were originals and twenty replicas. 
The statues represent the works of fifty-six different sculptors. Bullard 
admitted in his introduction that he did not st~ within the limits of 
27 
28 
1 
Ibid. 
"News and Comment," Abraham Lincoln Quarterly, IV (Mar., 1947), 250. 
Lincoln in Marble and Bronze (New Brunswick: Rutgers University Pres s, 
1952). In addition to the four books treated in this chapter Bullard 
also was the author of two pamphlets which are discussed in some 
detail in Chapter 6: The other Lincoln (Harrogate, Tenn.: Lincoln 
Memorial University Press, 1941), and ~fas "Abe" Lincoln a Gentlemen? 
(Boston: Boston Universit,y Press, 1952). Two books for which Bullard 
wrote introductions are noted in Appendix I: Harry F. Lake and 
George R. Farnum, The Great Debate between Abraham Lincoln and 
A. Douglas in 1858 Boston: The Lincoln Group of Boston, 19 1 , and 
The Diary of a Public Man: And a Page of Political Correspondence: 
Stanton to Buchanan, Forward by Carl Sandburg, Prefato~i Notes by F. 
Lauriston Bullard (Chicago: Abraham Lincoln Book Shop, 1945). 
130 
his title. Although seventy-five of the statues are bronze, only five 
are marble. The others are granite, limestone and plaster. Bullard 
justified his title on the ground that he "wanted a simple, descriptive 
title for a book intended to be comprehensive. 11 2 
San Francisco, according to Bullard's study, has the honor of 
being the first locality to set up a Lincoln statue. In 1866 the city 
of 80,000 population was the scene of the dedication of the statue of 
Lincoln by the relative~ unkno•~ sculptor, Pietro Mazzara. Bullard was 
able to learn ve~ little about Mazzara, who died in Paris, in 1883. He 
did note than San Francisco in the 1860's was not a like~ spot for a 
sculptor of much ability; and his estimate of Mazzara's talents is not 
flattering. Judging by his "Lincoln," Bullard felt that Me.zzara "cannot 
be ranked as an artist of more than mediocre gifts. 113 Mazzara's statue 
was ultimately destrqyed in the San Francisco disaster of 1906.4 
The last statue, chronologically, was a creation by Charles 
Keck, unveiled in New York City on Februa~ 12, 1949. This work was 
placed in the center of the Abraham Lincoln House~ a low-rent housing 
project in Harlem, providing homes for thirteen hundred families. Keck 1s 
study is a bronze bearded President seated on a boulder with one arm around 
a young Negro boy. The title is simply, "Lincoln and Bo-.f."5 
2 Bullard, Lincoln in Marble and Bronze, p. 8. 
3 Ibid.' P• 9. 
4 Ibid.' P• 10. 
5 Ibid., p. 300. 
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Bullard included descriptions of the statues and biographical 
data about the sculptors of all the statues he could locate which were 
unveiled from the time U&zzara completed his San Francisco Lincoln to 
the time the Harlem housing project received its "Lincoln and Boy." 
In his evaluation of the controversial Barnard "Lincoln," the 
statue maQy Americans, including Robert Todd Lincoln, condemned as ug~, 
Bullard offered an excellent and valuable description: 
George Gr~ Barnard turned away from the nice, smooth, 
smug idealizations which did exaggerate the backwoodsy aspect 
of the giant from the West; doubtless the feet are too big; 
but the stance is right ••• We question the correctness of 
Theodore Roosevelt's assertion that this is the man who 
debated with Douglas. No, this Lincoln is closer to New Salem, 
than to Galesburg or Freeport. The Adam's apple is too con-
spicuous. The hair is unkempt, swept as it was by the prairie 
winds and habitual~ tousled by Lincoln's fingers. The serious 
observer is drawn away from the hands, the feet, the clothes, to 
that face. Photographs can be taken from such a level and at 
such an angle as to make it u~, almost hideous, devoid of 
the sadness, tenderness, and friendliness which we associate 
>nth Lincoln. But after all discounts have been levied, 
Barnard's "Lincoln" remains a work of remarkable power. That 
face! We forget the pose and the suit, and return to the eyes, 
studious and foreboding, to the cheeks lean with toil, to the 
chin set and solid. That delineation of the thinking, growing 
impenetrable Lincoln faascinates the open-minded student. 
This work, of rightJ must have a place among the great statues 
of Abraham Lincoln.o 
Concerning the most famous of all Lincoln statues, the Daniel 
Chester French "Lincoln" in the Washington, D.C. Lincoln Memorial, 
Bullard included in his stuqy the criticisms of maqy Americans who were 
not pleased to have Lincoln surrounded by ancient Greece. 11 In heaven's 
6 Ibid., P• 241. 
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name, in Abraham Lincoln's name," Gutzon Borglum is reported to have said 
in 1912, 11don 1t ask the American people even to associate a Greek temple 
with the first great American. 11 other complaints about the proposed 
memorial included the suggestion that the proposed memorial included the 
suggestion that the proposed building was "a public confession of archi-
tectural insolvency," and that Lincoln's "forbears who built a log house 
were better architects than those who are now in control at Washington. 11 7 
But whether or not the Greek architecture was justified, to Bullard the 
French "Lincoln" was indeed something majestic and worthy of the admiration 
of Americans: 
There he sits, a majestic figure, with the marks of a 
mighty struggle stamped on his face, and rests a little while. 
He looks out at the towering obelisk which expresses the 
veneration of the people for the Father of their Country. 
Beyond, he sees the great dome of the Capitol -- the dome 
which had been completed during the years of war. He had 
studied maps on which lines had been drawn between the North 
and South; now, that dome stands for an undivided country. He 
gazes be,yond the dome into the future, thinking of his hopes 
and plans for uniting of hearts and hands that should follow 
upon the passing of the "mighty scourge of war." Did not 
both sections 11 read the same Bible and pray to the same God?" 
No longer must each "invoke his aid against the othgr·" So 
much remained for him to do; he must "strive on ••• " 
Thus did Bullard treat both the great statues of Lincoln, the 
Barnard and the French, for example, and those of lesser merit, the Mezzar a, 
for example. This final work of Bullard's has been well received despite 
some complaints of critics that the publishers did not put the same care 
1 
8 
~., PP• 235-36. 
~., P• 344. 
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into the pqysical makeup of the book as the author did in the text.9 
As one writer who knew Bullard well suggested, the volume was not one 
of a few years work but rather one in which Bullard had labored for 
forty years. The writer continued that although all the facts are 
present in Lincoln and Marble and Bronze to justify describing the work 
as encyclopaedic and useful to one inspecting the various statues, Bullard's 
final volume was far more significant than that. 11 No, indeed, his life-
work is by no means a mere guidebook. It is a book about Mr. Lincoln, 
about sculptors and sculptures, and [ in the same manner that his person-
ality is present in his preceding volumes on Tad, the Gettysburg Address, 
and the Bixby Letter] a book about an extremely interesting Americ~n, 
F. Lauriston Bullard.nlO 
9 
10 
For a criticism of the quality of the reproductions in the book and of 
the printing of the book itself, see Bruce E. Wheeler, 11Lincolniana i n 
1952, 11 Hobbies, LVII (Feb., 1953), 126. 
Lincoln Group of Boston, Untitled Publicati on of the Lincoln Group of 
Boston, containing Elwin L. Page (comp.), 11A Check-List of Lincolniana 
by the Late F. Lauriston Bullard," Elmer Munson Hunt, 11F. Lauriston 
Bullard: Founder of the Lincoln Group of Boston and Its President, 
1938-1952, 11 Elmer Munson Hunt, "An Informal Address on Lincoln in 
Marble and Bronze, 11 and William H. Townsend and Harry E. Pratt, 
"Personal Recollections of Dr. Bullard" (Boston: privately printed, 
1953), p. 8. Hereafter cited as Lincoln Group of Boston Untitled 
Publication. 
Chapter V 
The Lincoln Collection of A Scholar 
1 
If, as has been suggested, Dr. Bullard's conclusions on aqy 
given controversy in the Lincoln field were "genuinely respected," and 
his data and evaluations "seldom challenged, 111 the tools Bullard used 
in persuing his meticulous investigations were the various items that 
comprise his magnificent Lincoln Collection. 
The most unusual feature, perhaps, of this Collection is the 
series of one hundred and thirty-one notebooks containing Bullard's own 
notes and literally hundreds of newspaper clippings and fragments from 
magazine articles on a wide variety of subjects, all dealing with the 
Lincoln theme. The preceding chapters have included selections from 
several of the notebooks that were devoted exclusive~ to such topics 
as Sandburg's War Years, Hertz's Hidden Lincoln, the Patti fake, and 
Bullard's published books. While a complete listing of subjects contained 
in the notebooks appears in the Appendix, it is possible here to note the 
various topics included in Bullard's notebooks. 
Perhaps the most obvious grouping of notebooks is the series 
devoted to Bullard's published v~tings. Twenty-seven notebooks (several 
1 Robert L. Kincaid to the writer, ~~Y 1, 1958. 
134 
135 
of them already referred to in this work) deal specifical~ with the 
notes Bullard assembled for his various publications. Three other 
notebooks deal particularly with correspondence and notes regarding 
the Lincoln Group of Boston, an organization of which Dr. Bullard served 
as president from the date of its founding in 1938 until his death in 
1952. Four other notebooks are devoted specifically to bibliographical 
descriptions of his collection, and will be noted below. 
The remainder of the notebooks includes some with notes on 
specific subjects, and others that simply contain many miscellaneous 
items. It is possible here to examine the contents of only a few of 
these notebooks. 
Notebook, number 30, is entitled: "They Knew Lincoln -- M 
[ iscellane J ous Reminiscences. 11 Included here are such well known i terns 
as the accounts by William H. Crook, Robert B. Stanton, the Marquis de 
Chambrun, and Jesse w. Weik, 2 and also many brief accounts qy lesser-
known people who claimed to have met Lincoln at one time or other. Some 
of these, although difficult to prove, provide interesting reading. 
One such newspaper clipping in Notebook 30 offers an account 
by a veteran of' the Grand Army of' the Republic, Captain Daniel A. O' .Mara , 
2 William H. Crook, "Lincoln as I knew Him, 11 Harper's Monthly, XCIV 
(Dec., 1906), 107-11.4; Robert Brewster Stanton, "Abraham Lincoln: 
Personal Memories of the lvlan, 11 Scribner's Magazine, LXVIII (July, 
1920), 32-41; Marquis de Chambrun [ Charles Adolphe Pineton] , 
"Personal Recollections of Mr. Lincoln," ibid., XIII (Jan., 1893), 
26-38; Jesse w. Weik, "Abraham Lincoln: Personal Recollections," 
Outlook, XCI (Feb. 13, 1909), 345-48. 
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who received a visit from President Lincoln while in a hospital recover-
ing from a scalp wound inflicted by one of Moseby's guerillas. Recalling 
the incident, Captain 0 1Mara, a drummer bqy during the war, related: 
1931.3 
I remember first J.~s. Lincoln, wife of the President, 
visiting the hospital, ••• and later the President came. 
I recognized him at once, and when he came and sat beside 
:nw cot my heart went up into :rzw mouth I was that scared. 
But vmen I looked up into the kindly e,yes of the great 
Lincoln I lost all ~ fear and timidity. · 
It was a warm day and the President was dressed in 
his simple style. First of all he asked me if I had a 
mother, then he wanted to know if there was anything he 
could do for me. He remained at lilf cot conversing for 
about five minutes. 
O'Mara 1s stor.y was published when he was 84 years old, in 
Another such brief item concerning a meeting with Lincoln was 
the report of Thomas V. Johnson of Madison, New Jerse,y, who recalled 
being present when President Lincoln expressed his desire to hear the 
hymn, "Your Mission." According to Johnson's recollection, the occasion 
was a Christian Commission meeting at which Johnson sat within thir~ 
feet of the President. Johnson recalled seeing Lincoln feeling in his 
pockets until he found a scrap of paper, probably an old envelope. 
Lincoln then scribbled something on the scrap of paper and passed it 
along quietly. Johnson later learned that Lincoln wrote on that scrap 
of paper the name of the hymn and a "beautiful expression of modesty, 
3 New York Times, Jan. 23, 1931. 
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'Do not say I asked for it. tn4 
Another interesting reminiscence in this notebook contains 
perhaps more reliable information because it was a letter dated March 29, 
1864. Bullard clipped the item from a newspaper account dated 1935. The 
letter was written by C.C. Parker, a chaplain in the Northern Army, 
apparently just a few days after he had attended a White House reception 
which he described. 
From the Green Room Chaplain Parker could see in the Blue Room 
the "tall, gaunt, angular, unmistakable form and feature" of Lincoln, 
"with his deep, large eyes wide open toward us." After shaking hands 
with Lincoln, Parker next bowed to Mrs. Lincoln, sitting to the right 
and rear of the President. Parker's letter continued: 
With all his homely features, Mr. Lincoln looked like 
Nature's noblemen, and when a smile came over his ordinar-
ily intensely solenm face and he was about to make a funey 
speech, his face was singularly pleasant, eve~ rough 
feature radiant with kindness and humor and geniality of 
his soul ••• • 
The President was dressed in full black with white kid 
gloves covering the extremities of his huge, long, ape-like 
arms and his collar low and turned down as you always see 
it in his pictures. Mrs. Lincoln was dressed ve~ neatly 
and as described in the notice of the reception I cut out 
of the Republican of the next d~ and which I inclose. I 
think of nothing in addition but a gold comb in her hair. 
Chaplain Parker noticed that the President continued shaking 
hands with the countless persons who attended the reception, often 
4 Ibid., June 26, 1921. 
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stopping an acquaintance and speaking to him in an apparent~ light, 
humorous mood. Finally, Major B.B. French, the "Master of Ceremonies," 
indicated to the President that the time had come for the final ceremoqy. 
The President rose, offered his arm to an elegant-looking (but not hand-
some) lady of middle age, and marched to the East Room, beginning the 
"promenade vdth which all such receptions close. Mrs. Lincoln followed 
three or four couples behind on the arm of General Schenck."5 
Another clipping in Notebook 30, perhaps the most curious of 
all, is an obitua~ appearing in the New York Times in 1937, announcing 
the death of Mrs. Sarah c. Schoeffel. According to this account Mrs. 
Schoefel, as a bride at twenty-five years of age, made her way across the 
Potomac River to her wounded husband fighting in the Union a~. She not 
only devoted much time to hospital work and nursing soldiers in the war, 
but she was also, 11as she liked to tell in years afterward," a friend 
of President Lincoln. She claimed that she went along with Lincoln on 
several flights over Fredericksburg to observe Confederate maneuvres! 6 
These four items represent examples of sixty-odd clippings of 
reminiscences of Lincoln listed in Notebook 30. Another type of notebook 
in the Collection is devoted to a single subject in which Bullard collected 
as much material as he could from as varied a collection of sources as 
possible to reconstruct a particular incident of the Civil War, or the 
5 
6 
Burlington Free Press, Feb. 12, 1935. 
New York Times, Nov. 27, 1937. 
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life of Lincoln, or an individual aspect of the Lincoln theme. 
One such notebook is Notebook 4 7, titled "Grant's Terms 
to Lee, Sherman's Terms to Johnston: Inspired by Lincoln." Bullard 
assembled in this notebook one hundred and seventy-five pages of notes 
on the subject of the peace terms of Grant and Sherman as inspired by 
Lincoln. He carefully traced Lincoln's movements during the closing 
days of the Civil War while he was at City Point and during his conferences 
with Grant, Sherman, and Admiral Porter. In order to obtain a clear pic-
ture of Lincoln's movements during this period and also what happened at 
his conferences with his military commanders, Bullard carefully extracted 
items for this notebook from such varied sources as the Official Records 
of the Rebellion, the memoirs of the participants -- Grant, Sherman, and 
Porter, Welles' Dia;y, the biographies of Grant, the reminiscences of 
John Sherman, Carl Schurz, Charles A. Dana, the general histories of 
Nicolay and Hay, James F. Rhodes, and James G. Randall, among others. 
Vfuen his note-taking was concluded, Bullard was able to use the material 
he had collected to write a five-page memorandum on Lincoln's role in the 
negotiations with the Confederate armies.7 
The memorandum was titled: "Lincoln at Appomattox. 11 Of course, 
Bullard was well aware that Lincoln was not at the McLean farmhouse at 
the Virginia crossroads town on that historic occasion. Lincoln was aboard 
7 This memorandum is inserted in Notebook 87. 
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the River Queen on his way up the Potomac to Washington. Bullard noted 
that this was a day of relaxation for the President who spent much time 
talking with his guests on literary topics. It was on this occasion 
that he not only read passages from Shakespeare to Charles Sumner, but 
also "lingered upon" the famous lines in''Mac:beth, 11 ho·w "after life 1 s fit-
ful fever" Duncan sleeps well, "beyond the reach of treason. 11 The 
President, Bullard asserted, well knew that the final acts in the drama 
of the war were now at hand: he had spent two days in captured Richmond. 
Although Lincoln was aboard the River Queen, and although his 
"towering figure" was not visible amidst the group at Appomattox (Grant 
and Lee were the principal actors there), Bullard maintained that Lincoln 's 
hand "guided the fingers with which Grant wrote the terms of the surrender," 
and that Lincoln's wishes 11dominated the mind of the Union commander." 
The words were Grant 1 s, but the ideas were Lincoln 1 s. In his public 
utterances the President had lucidly expressed his wishes for generous 
peace negotiations. Only twelve days before Appomattox the President had 
in a private conference with Grant, Sherman, and Porter dealt Ydth the 
problems of peace and reconstruction of the Union. As a result, "what 
Grant and Lee signed at Appomattox represented the President's purposes. 
So did the convention subsequently disallowed, to 'Which Sherman and "Joe" 
Johnston agreed eight days after Appomattox.n8 
8 Bullard's underscoring. 
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It was not difficult for Bullard to ascertain what Lincoln's 
wishes were regarding peace and reconstruction. Only five weeks 
previously Lincoln had delivered his Second Inaugural Address, containing 
those "glowing sentences" in which 11the President opened his innermost 
heart for all the world to see. 11 "With malice toward none; with charity 
for all" Lincoln proposed to "strive on" until "this mighty scourge of 
war" should have passed away. Since 1862 the state of Louisiana had been 
occupied by Union troops and Lincoln had established there his "ten per 
cent plan," a liberal system of bringing the state back into the Union 
as quickly and as easily as possible. While a small group of Senators, 
led by Benjamin F. Wade and Charles Sumner, had staged a filibuster which 
defeated the plan, the public knew that this method of reconstruction had 
been devised by Lincoln. 
Bullard also found other "impressive illustrations of the spirit 
with which Lincoln desired peace to be consummated." One such incident, 
according to Bullard's findings, was the Hampton Roads Conference aboard 
the River Queen, just nine weeks before Appomattox. At this meeting the 
President of the United States and his Secretar,y of State, William H. 
Seward, sat across the table from three representatives of the Confederacy, 
including the Vice-President, Alexander H. Stephens. At this session 
Lincoln simply insisted upon three indispensable conditions: (1) "the 
national authority must be restored throughout all the states, 11 {2) 11slav-
ery must end", and (3) 11all forces hostile to the Union must disband." 
The meeting produced no important results, but on February 19, 1865, the 
President sent all the facts of the meeting to Congress. Here again, 
as Bullard pointed out, Lincoln's plan for generous peace terms were 
well known throughout the country. 
Going back a couple of months, Bullard found the "straight and 
simple" statement that Lincoln included in his annual message to Congress 
on December 6, 1864, which read: "They can at any moment have peace 
simply by laying down their arms and submitting to the national authority 
under the Constitution." And in addition to these instances of Lincoln's 
wishes for a generous peace, Bullard also referred to the amnesty procla-
mations of December 8, 1863, and ~~rch 26, 1864. In the 1863 proclamation 
Lincoln offered a full pardon to all persons (with certain exceptions) who 
had taken part in the rebellion, and all rights of property except as t o 
slaves would be restored to them on condition that they take and maintain 
the oath to "support, protect, and defend the Cons t itution of the United 
States and the union of the states t hereunder," and to support 11all acts 
of Congress passed during the ••• rebellion with reference to slaves." 
Among the specified exceptions were various Confederate civil officers, 
jurists, and members of Congress who had renounced the Union and aided 
the rebellion, and officers above the rank of colonel in the ar~ or of 
lieutenant in the navy. In the second proclamation, that of 1864, the 
President further defined t he application of the amnesty proclamation. 
While it would not include prisoners, it would apply to persons "at large 
and free from arrest" who might "voluntarily come forward and take the 
said oath with the purpose of restoring peace and establishing the 
national authority ." 
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All these writings and . a~tions of the President dealing with 
amnest,r and peace convinced Bullard that Lincoln's spirit determined 
the actions of both General Grant and Sherman: 
Plai~ the President was determined that there should be 
a peace without penalty ••• To trace the development of 
Lincoln's policy step by step during the final years of 
the war is to see how he constantly kept in view the pur-
pose of preventing retribute~ measures. How complete~ 
he may have opened his mind . to grant and Sherman and 
Porter there is no wqy for us to know. There is no record 
of the words he used. But there is abundant evidence 
that they understood his spirit and were acquainted with 
ma~ of the details of his policy when they negotiated 
the terms of surrender with the Confederate armies which 
confronted them.9 
In this manner, Bullard was able to use the material he had 
patiently collected on Lincoln's activities during the late stages of 
the war and the data on Generals Grant and Sherman and Admiral Porter to 
prepare a memorandum of this type which concisely defines Lincoln's posi -
tion on the questions of peace terms and reconstruction. 
Of the notebooks in Bullard's Collection, number 87 is 
particularly remarkable. Unlike Notebook 47, this one contains brief 
notes on a wide variety of subjects that Bullard had collected through 
the years: Notes which he apparently intended eventually to investigate 
and to enlarge upon, if possible. Over seventy-five different topics are 
listed, and they combine rather effectively to answer emphatically in t he 
9 The writer has spelled out the abbreviations used b,y Bullard in this 
memorandum. 
negative the suggestion that the Lincoln theme might be exhausted. It 
is possible here to cite only a few of the problems, questions, and 
unexplained references, noted by Bullard and filed away for future 
investigation. 
One such problem was the question of how effective Lincoln was 
in keeping the Republican Party united during his lifetime, and why 
several so-called "Lincoln men" deserted the Party after Lincoln's death. 
The item, which Bullard included in this notebook for future study, was 
inspired by a letter from Professor James G. Randall to Bullard~ 
••• It is an interesting fact that a considerable number of 
what might be called 11Lincoln men" detached themselves from 
the Republican party (or the main branch of it) in the 
period after Lincoln's death. Among those of whom this can 
be said (dodging the question as to who were Lincoln men) 
are David Davia, O.H. Browning, Lyman Trumbull, William H. 
Herndon, Montgome~ Blair, Horace Greeley, and many others. 
Of course, the difficulty about this subject of inqui~ is 
that in the case of many Republicans of the Civil War period 
it would be inappropriate to use the term "Lincoln men." 
The point is that a number of prominent men who went along 
with the Republican party while Lincoln was President refused 
to support the regular party in the post-Lincoln period. A 
great many more could be added to the examples I have given.lO 
Yfuile the subject suggested by Randall is one of prima~ import-
ance and one that would obviously require a large amount of research, 
another item in the notebook which Bullard intended to chec k is of ~ess 
importance. In a life of General G.M. Dodge, Bullard came across a 
note that 11the Morrissey-Heenan fisticuff in Canada in October, 1858, 
10 James G. Randall to Bullard, July 12, 1943. Copy in Notebook 87. 
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attracted more attention than the debates at Quincy and Alton the same 
month.nll If this reference is correct, how much concerned were the 
American people of that d~ with the battle of the giants out in 
Illinois? Another brief note that attracted Bullard's attention and 
which he jotted down for future investigation was an account by Dr. Walter 
G. Kendall, who wrote that his grandfather had persuaded Abraham Lincoln 
to visit Dorchester, Massachusetts, on one of his campaign tours. When 
Lincoln arrived he 11was roughly greeted and even stoned.nl2 (Bullard 
placed an exclamation point and question mark after this unusual quotation.) 
It is unfortunate that a Lincoln sleuth of Bullard's abili~ died before he 
had the opportunity to trace these two items. They represent just that 
kind of incident associated with Lincoln's life that Bullard could so 
competently explore and confirm as accurate or denounce as spurious. 
Still another topic listed in Bullard's Notebook 87 was a 
passage from David Homer Bates' reminiscences of Lincoln. After citing 
the particular selection, Bullard could only write: 11Vfuo was he?" (with 
the intention of eventually identif.ying the person in question). The 
passage in question refers to an incident that happened on the w~ back 
to Washington following the Hampton Roads "Peace Conference," of 1865. 
11 
l2 
J.R. Perkins, Trails, Rails and Y~r: The Life of General G. M. Dodge 
Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1929), p. 59. 
Walter G. Kendall, Four Score Years of Sport (Boston: Stratford Co., 
1933), P• 5. 
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Major Eckert, connected with the War Department, met an acquaintance 
who not only wanted to learn what happened at the conference but who 
was also eager enough to hand Eckert an envelope containing a check for 
one hundred thousand dollars. Eckert opened the envelope in Lincoln's 
presence and returned it to the man as the train was starting for Washing-
ton. Lincoln saw Eckert return the check and thereqy learned the identity 
of Eckert's acquaintance. Lincoln kept the secret, relating the incident 
only to Secretar.y of War Stanton. However, Lincoln did recognize the 
man "as one prominent in political affairs and who had held a responsible 
position in one of the western states.n13 It is not difficult to under-
stand why Bullard, after jotting down this note, wrote: nr.'ho was he!"' 
Because of their uniqueness and general interest, three other 
brief items that Bullard included in this notebook are listed here. 
The first dealt with the last sentence of Lincoln's autobiography: "no 
other marks or brands recollected."l.L. Although not listing his source 
for this note, Bullard included in his Notebook 87 the interesting informa-
tion that this ending was the "usual form in which legal notices of animals 
strayed or stolen appeared in the newspapers.nl5 The second short item 
Bullard titled 11 Fatalism, 11 and was based on three quotations from the 
13 
14 
15 
New York: 
Lincoln, Collected Works, III, 512. 
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volume written by Ma~ Lincoln's niece, Katherine Helm. Miss Helm 
noted that 11Mary Todd had a strong belief in predestina.tion, ingrained 
in the blood of our Scottish Presbyterian ancestors"; and that both 
President and Mrs. Lincoln were "fatalists." Regarding this fatalism, 
Miss Helm wrote that in the case of Lincoln's assassination he was 
"passive, accepting, but never taking of his own accord, measures to 
prevent what he considered might be a preordained destiny." His wife, 
on the other hand, 11would fight fate to the last gasp.nl6 This item 
was of sufficient interest to Bullard that he underlined the passage. 
The third item, as Bullard explained it, was taken from "an old note.nl7 
According to this note Lincoln and Hay one night carried to Seward's 
house, sometime in 1864, a work entitled, "English as she is spoke," 
a Portugese guide to English conversation. The President and his aide 
intended to read some amusing passages to Secretary Seward. To Bullard 
this was just the kind of item that might have behind it an interesting 
story, one that would add to the known facts of Lincoln's personality. 
But Bullard never found the opportunity to run down any of the 
three items. 
16 
17 
.... -·~. ·· . 
Two more of the topics listed in Notebook 87 will be noted here. 
Notebook 8 7 • 
.:.-~ 
Containin 
Mrs. Ben Hardin Helm , 
Numerous Letters and Other DoCUments 
New York: Ha er and Bros. 1928), 
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Th~ deal ~~th somewhat more important aspects of the Lincoln theme than 
the three cited immediately above, and th~ also illustrate Bullard's 
inquisitiveness and diligence whenever the subject of Abraham Lincoln is 
concerned. 
The first is based on a reference in the Diary of Orville H. 
Browning who observed that on December 29, 1862, the President read a 
whole pamphlet to him saying it was the "best thing he had seen.nl8 
(It must have taken the President a good deal of time to read aloud t he 
pamphlet; it was thir~-nine pages long.) In any case, Bullard was j ust 
inquisitive enough about this reference to obtain a copy of the work. 
How a Free People Conauct a Long War. 19 He received on July 27, 1943, 
a copy in "excellent condition," read it, and concluded that it was 
"easy to see why Abraham Lincoln rated it as he did.n20 
The pamphlet attempts to show the similarities in the frustr ating 
campaigns of the British a~ on the Iberian Peninsular during the Napol-
eonic wars and the unsuccessful Union efforts in Virginia during the first 
year of the Civil War. The author was mildly dissatisfied with McClellan 
and noted that American officers who were trained at West Point, while 
well versed in theoretical strategy, were wanting in experience and 
18 
19 
20 
Bro~ning, Diary, I, 6o5. 
Charles J. Stille, How a Free People Conduct a Long War: A Chapter 
from English Histo~ (Philadelphia: Collins, 1862). 
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background in dealing with the American volunteer soldier. Th~ were 
only trained to deal with what usually went into an armw -- the worst 
elements of a given socie~. "The system of discipline," the author 
explained, was one modelled "upon the English, which is, with the 
exception of that in use in Russia, the most brutal and demoralizing 
known in aey arnw in Europe."21 The author suggested that the military 
officers must learn to place more confidence in their men. 
Also, in an effort to combat the idea held by many in the North 
that the Southern rebels could never be subjugated, the author offered 
the suggestion that all that was necessary to put down the revolt was to 
destroy "the Southern armies in the East and in the West." Then there 
would be peace, "on our own terms. 1122 This, of course, was precisezy the 
position held by Lincoln during the war: that the proper objective of 
the Federal armies was the destruction of the Confederate armed forces, 
not the capture of Southern cities. 
The second item is also rather significant. Bullard made a 
brief note to the effect that the New York Times had in March, 1865, 
t vrlce included editorials that were highly appreciative of Lincoln as a 
President, and on a third occasion mildly praised his Second Inaugural 
Address. Again it is unfortunate to note that Bullard never was able to 
make a detailed study of the growing respect of contemporaries for 
21 
22 
Stille, How a Free People Conduct a Long War, p. 35. 
Ibid., P• 38. 
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Lincoln's term as President. That he intended to is indicated by the 
references to these Times editorials. 
The first editorial was titled "Close of the Presidential t erm." 
The editor felt that after the four year term it was now possible to judge 
Lincoln's administration "comprehensively and justly." The President was 
con~ended for his patience in dealing with General McClellan and for his 
refusal to be stampeded into issuing the Emancipation Proclamation 
prematurely. The editor believed that in these matters Lincoln moved no 
faster than popular support would firmly follow. The result was that his 
final policy of "exterminating not only the rebellion, but the institution 
out of which it grew," was ratified by the populace in his reelection. 
The concluding paragraph of the editorial is one that most people today 
would readily accept: 
Noboqy pretents that this ••• term has been without errors. 
To say this would be to say that J!lir. Lincoln is more than 
human. In the thick darkness that has so often closed in 
upon all public counsels, it would be miraculous if the Presi-
dent, like all our public men, had not sometimes made a mis-
step. He has sometimes erred, yet has always been quick to 
retrieve himself. The historian will be astonished as he 
scans Mr. Lincoln's path through all the immense difficulties 
of this Presidential term, that he has traversed it with such 
forecast, such firmness and such success.23 
The second editorial appeared on the following day and suggested 
that Lincoln, while not a great genius that was called on by the Republic 
to save it from itself, rather belonged to that class "whom revolutionary 
times educate in political greatness." The President, the Times maintained. 
23 New York Times, Mar. 4, 1865. 
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had learned while in office and was far wiser and greater in 186.5, 
after four years of serving as President. 24 
The Times was perhaps not very wide of the mark in its evalua-
tion of Lincoln's term of office, but the editor (as Bullard noted when 
he described the editorial as "mildly appreciative") was not quick to 
grasp the litera~ beauty of the Second Inaugural Address. The best the 
Times could do was to acknowledge its "extreme simplicity," 11its calmness," 
11its modesty," and lfits r eserve.n The newspaper could not anticipate that 
future generations would value it as a rhetorical classic.2.5 
Many other such brief notes, or "Cues," as Bullard called them, 
are contained in Notebook 87. As the references in this work to the note-
books dealing with Bullard's published works, his miscellaneous clippings, 
and his "Cues" have indicated, the completeness of these one hundred and 
thirty-odd notebooks is what makes them such an outstanding feature of 
Bullard's Lincoln Collection. A perusal of the section of the Appendix, 
which includes a listing of these notebooks and the subjects therein, will 
further suggest the wide variety of subjects dealing with the Lincoln theme 
with which Bullard was interested and in which he was well informed. 
2 
Along with the series of notebooks, another in~ressive division 
of Bullard's Lincoln Collection is his pamphlet file. Nearly two thousand 
24 
2.5 
~., Mar • .5, 186.5. 
Ibid., Mar. 6, 186.5. 
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separate pamphlets are carefully and individually bound and catalogued, 
readily available for instantaneous reference. The oldest pamphlets in 
the group were published in 1832 and 1848, and deal with the presidential 
elections of those years;l the most recent are pamphlets published near 
the end of Bullard's life. As an example of the later pamphlets in the 
Collection, one could cite the 1948 publication by Emo~ University of the 
address of a Southerner in 186.5, in which the writer insisted that the 
Confederate leaders had nothing to do with the conspiracy >vhich involved 
the Assassination of President Lincoln. 2 The intervening years are epre-
sented in the Bullard Collection with pamphlets on such subjects as Slavery, 
the Civil War, Lincoln, and personalities of the Civil War era. 
In order to provide some indication of the scope of the pamphlet 
file, the writer has separated the individual items into some general cate-
gories. This division, it is felt, suggests the ma~ different types of 
subjects represented by the pamphlets. In the list below, the numerals 
following each catego~ refer to the total number of pamphlets in the Bullard 
file in the category. 
1 
2 
The House that Jonathan Built, or Political Primer for 1832 (Philadelphia: 
P. Banks, 1832); General Taylor and Taylorism Exposed!!! (Lowell: 
Massachusetts Era Office, 1848). The former is an anti-Democratic tract 
condemning some activities of Jackson's vice-presidential candidate, 
Martin Van Buren; the latter is an anti-Zacha~ Taylor pamphlet. 
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l. Appreciations of Lincoln, Addresses. 356 
2. Civil War, Reconstruction, the Confederacy. 214 
3. Lincoln's Assassination, J. Wilkes Booth, the 
Conspirators, the conspiracy trial. 193 
4. Election campaigns, 1832 to 1868. 178 
5. Lincoln memorials, monuments, programs, statues, 
photographs, paintings. 149 
6. Miscellaneous 127 
1. Lincoln Collections, collectors, bibliograpny, 
special Lincoln publications. 88 
8. Biographical material on Lincoln's friends, 
associates, Civil War personalities. 70 
9. Lincoln's writings and speeches. 64 
10. Slavery and Emancipation. (:4 
11. Lincoln's life to 1861. 50 
12. Lincoln poems, plays, and songs. 47 
13. Lincoln's religion, his relations with religious 
groups. 
14. Lincoln the President. 
15. Lincoln's characteristics, moods, humor, 
personality. 
16. Lincoln's fami~, ancestors. 
Total 
44 
38 
35 
29 
1746 
(This total, 1746, would be increased to almost two thousand 
when added to the Bullard pamphlets shelved in the stacks of the Chenery 
Library in Boston University.) 
Category number 3, including the pamphlets on Lincoln's assassina-
tion and the incidents and people connected with that act, is perhaps one of 
the most important in the whole pamphlet file. Most of the pamphlets in 
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that category represent the original printings of sermons delivered 
throughout the count~ at the time of Lincoln's death. Robert L. Kincaid, 
when he inspected Bullard's Collection in 1943, was particularly impressed 
by the quality of these "Assassination Sermons" in their original pamphlet 
form.3 William E. Barton, in an impressive stuqy of the sermons dealing 
with Lincoln's death, found that the overwhelming majority of them were 
remarkably severe in their expressions of desire for revenge against the 
South, which they held responsible for Booth's act at Ford's Theatre.4 
Bullard, himself, using his collection of these sermons arrived at the 
same conclusion concerning the general tenor of the remarks of the preachers. 
The pamphlets, as James F. Rhodes had suggested, tended in 
general to demonstrate that theology in America during the Civil War was 
still permeated with the harsh doctrines brought over to America b,y the 
Puritans of an earlier era. In attempting to explain the reasons for the 
prevalence among the clergy of the desire for revenge, Rhodes wrote: 
3 
The Calvinistic sentiment of the country was still strong. 
"God's will be done" was the consolation offered to a sorrowing 
people; and the speakers, mainly from the pulpit, suggested 
reverently a version wqy God had suffered Lincoln to be 
assassinated: he would have been too merciful to the "traitors"; 
a sterner harid was needed to visit upon the "leaders of the 
rebellion" the punishment justly their due • .5 
Kincaid, Lincoln Herald, XLV (Oct., 1943), 20. 
4 William E. Barton, "The American Pulpit on the Death of Lincoln," 'l'he 
QPen Court, XXXVII (Sept., Oct., Nov., 1923), 513-.528, 622-640, 682-704. 
5 James F. Rhodes, 
1850 (New York: 
from the Com romise of 
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Bullard was familiar with both Barton's work and the quotation 
from Rhodes; and when he used his excellent collection of "Assassination 
Pamphlets" to provide a large selection of notes6 on the assassination, 
he found the same general attitude on the part of those delivering the 
sermons. 
While it is not necessary to reexamine the collection of sermons 
to indicate the widespread desire for revenge on the part of the Northern 
clergymen, it would be useful to cite one example. The author of one 
pamphlet is so very impassioned in his exhortation advocating a severe peace 
vdth the South that Bullard was led to note that it ought to be compared 
with Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address. Apparently Lincoln's admonition 
that Northerners look to their Southern brothers, in 1865, not with malice 
in their hearts, but with charity, was promptly forgott en after April 15, 
1865. Certainly the Reverend Alonzo H. Quint of the North Congregational 
Church of New Bedford, Massachusetts, had forgotten. In a sermon on "South-
ern Chivalry, and What the Nation Ought To Do With It, 11 delivered on 
Easter Sunday afternoon, April 16, 1865, the Rev. Mr. Quint, after blaming 
"Southern Chivalry" for most of the ills that had befallen the nation 
during the war, advanced his explanation of the lesson given the North 
by Booth's tragic act: 
6 
It tells you, you have al~s been too lenient. You were 
too kind. You have pl~ed at war. Barbarians respect only 
force. You have not treated them rightly. In the very beginn-
ing, when Baltimore fired on our troops, you should have made 
a street a mile wide through Baltimore. When they hung men i n 
Tennessee, you should have hung men in Louisiana. When they 
shot McCook, you should have shot Buckner. When they burnt 
Notebood 63. 
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Chambersgurg, you should have burned Huntsville. ~ben 
they shot black prisoners at Pillow, you should have shot 
white prisoners in South Carolina. That is hard? It is 
war. War is not play; it is not for women; it is not a 
lullaby for your children. 
It tells you to be the instrument in God's hand of 
cleansing the land of its pollution. You were willing to 
leave the freedman without a voice, to the cruelty of the old 
rebels, were you? You were going to leave the property and 
life of the arch traitors, were you? You were going to let 
those men come back to Congress, and you would take, in yours, 
the hand red with your brother's blood, would you? The voice 
of Providence says you must have no fellowship with iniquity.? 
Unfortunately, these sermons in Bullard's Collection anticipate 
o~ too clearly what was in store for the South during the period of 
Reconstruction, once Lincoln was dead. 
The category listed above containing the largest number of 
entries is that one including appreciations of Lincoln and addresses on 
Lincoln (mostly addresses delivered in commemoration of the date of Lincoln's 
birth and mostly, to a varying degree, panegyric in nature). An idea of 
the historical importance of most of these can readily be ascertained 
simply by glancing at their titles -- "Abraham Lincoln, How He Made the 
Most of Himself," or "A Sublime Parallel: Lincoln and Jesus," for example. 8 
However, a number of the items in this category are revealing in 
that they demonstrate how the politicians have taken over Lincoln for their 
7 
8 
Alonzo H. Quint, Three Sermons Preached in the North Con re 
Church, New Bedford, Mass. New Bedford: Mere~ Press, 1 , P• 42. 
Charles G. Ames, Abraham Lincoln, How He Made the Most of Himself 
(Boston: Hahn and Harmon Co., 1908); Lester 0. Schriver, A Sublime 
Parallel: Lincoln and Jesus (Peoria; privately printed, 1945). 
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own uses. Bullard's pamphlet file contains address on Lincoln by 
Republican presidents McKinley, Taft, Coolidge, and Hoover. Theodore 
Roosevelt is also represented: his article on Lincoln appears in Bullard's 
periodical file.9 
To the Republicans, it was natural to use Lincoln as an intra-
duction to political speeches. He was not only the first Republican 
president, but he was also an outstanding national hero as dear to 
Americans as only George Washington could be. William McKinle,y1 a few 
months before his nomination as the Republican presidential candidate in 
1896, delivered a Lincoln Day Address to the members of the Marquette Club 
of Chicago, in which, after paying his respects to the memor,y of the Civil 
War leader, plunged into the main topic of the day -- a defense of the 
tariff policies of his party that would be an issue in the November 
campaign.lO 
William Howard Taft, faced with an impending bolt of mid-Western 
progressives from the Grand Old Party, used Lincoln as a springboard from 
which he could both praise the party regulars and defend the tariff policies 
of his own administration. In this Lincoln Day Address of 1910, he first 
9 
10 
President Roosevelt did not use the occasion of Lincoln's Birthday to 
defend his administration or to castigate the opposition. Instead, 
he used Lincoln's lett er to Mrs. Bixby to emphasize the glor,y involved 
both in giving one's life for his count~ and in giving up a son for 
the same cause. llfdia Bixby and her five sons, to Theodore Roosevelt, 
typified "all that is best and highest in our natural existence; 11 
\jheodore Roosevelt ,J "President · Roosevelt's Tribute to Lincoln, 11 
American Review of Reviews, XXXIX (Feb., 1909), 171. 
Ulfilliam McKinley, ) Abraham Lincoln: An Address 
before the Marquette Club, Chicago, Februa!Y 12, 
assured his listeners that "I am glad to be here," and then complimented 
them on being "stalwart" Republicans, who believed "in party organization and 
party discipline, nll two qualities the 'tvestern insurgents did not possess. 
In 1924, President Coolidge also used the occasion of a Lincoln 
Day Address to defend his brief tenure as President up to that time, and 
to suggest the paths his Administration would follovr in the future .12 
President Hoover, in 1939, in his role as elder statesman of the 
Republican Barty, used the customary Lincoln celebration as an occasion 
to remind his listeners that the New Deal did not originate with Abraham 
Lincoln, and then to condemn the record of the Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Administration.l3 
However, by the time of the Twentieth Century, Lincoln could not 
be considered the private property of the Republican Barty. His fame was 
by now so universally accepted in the United States that even the Demo-
cratic Barty could invoke his name in defense of its partisan programs. 
Unf'ortunately, the Bullard Collection does not have any pamphlets on 
Lincoln by Wilson, F. D. Roosevelt, or Truman, but it does include speeches 
of other Democrats who could show that Lincoln was really a Democrat, 
11 
12 
13 
[ Calvin Coolidge,] Address of the President of the United States 
before the National Republican Club at the Waldorf-Astoria, February 
12, 1924 (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1924). 
Herbert Hoover, "Lincoln Day Address," Congressional Record, 76th Cong., 
1st Sess. (App.), 602-604 (Feb. 17, 1939). 
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underneath his Republican exterior! Both Alben W. Barkley and Vito 
Marcantonio were able to use Lincoln in this way to defend the admini-
stration of Franklin D. Roosevelt. 14 Perhaps the most eloquent of the 
defenders of the second Roosevelt was Harold L. Ickes. In an address 
delivered in Lincoln's home town, Springfield, the Secretary of the 
Interior in the Roosevelt Administration argued that the criticisms of 
Franklin D. Roosevelt were as silJ.y as those of an earlier day levelled 
at President Lincoln. He reminded his listeners that the very phrases 
used were the same: "squelch the judiciary,rr "now seeks to absorb the 
legislative department," "approaching executive dictatorship," and 
"administrative despotism." l5 Ickes also quoted from the New York ~..forld 
of 1863, which bitterly condemned Lincoln's Administration, and asked his 
audience if the World's editorial were not similar to what contemporary 
newspapers were printing about the New Deal. 
14 
15 
16 
The World editorial was as follows: 
The administration ••• borrows its ideas and its policy 
••• from these crazy radicals ••• By surrendering itself 
to their w·ild and reckless guidance it is ruining the 
country ••• 16 
Alben W. Barkley, "Abraham Lincoln," ibid., 74th Cong. 2d Sess. 
(App.), 1934-35 (Feb. 12, 1936): Vito Marcantonio, "Abraham Lincoln," 
ibid., 74th Cong., 2d Sess. (App.), 1888-1890 (Feb~ 11, 1936). 
Harold L. Ickes, "Abraham Lincoln," ibid., 74th Cong., 2d sess. 
(App.), 1998 (Feb. 12, 1936). 
Ibid., P• 2000 
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Perhaps the fact that Lincoln is so widely used in the partisan 
literature of the modern political parties attests to the greatness of 
the man. 
A category less numerous than this one including addresses on 
Lincoln, but certainly far more important and valuable to the historian, 
is the selection of pamphlets relating to Lincoln's characteristics, 
moods, humor, personality, etc. \Nhile only thirty-five of the Bullard 
pamphlets fall in this category, they are particularly significant because 
they are based primarily on reminiscences of people who knew Lincoln well 
or who had met him on one or more occasions. Reminiscenses by William 
Jayne, who knew Lincoln in Illinois; Noah Brooks, a close friend of t he 
President during the Civil War; the artist F.B. Carpenter, who spent 
several months as a guest of the Lincolns in the 11hite House; and William 
A. Croffut, who knew Lincoln in Washington; all these are the raw materials 
from which History is in large part derived.l7 These men, in contact with 
Lincoln at one time or other, were in an excellent position to observe 
the President's personality and character. 
One of the best of these items dealing with Lincoln's personality 
and habits while in Was~ington is a privately printed (1939) pamphlet 
17 William Jayne, Personal Reminiscences of the Mar red President, 
Abraham Lincoln Chicago: privately printed, 190 : Noah Brooks, 
The Character and Religion of President Lincoln (Champlain, III.: 
privately printed, 1919); Frank B. Carpenter, Abraham Lincoln. 
Personal Recollections and Incidents of a Six Months' Sojourn in the 
Yfuite House during the Lincoln Administration, extract from Peterson 
Magazine, n.~. VI (Mar., 1896), 234-242. 
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which includes a reproduction of a letter of John Hay, written in 
1866, while he was attached to the American legation at Paris, to 
William H. Herndon. Lincoln's law partner had begun accumulating as 
much information as possible for his projected Life of Lincoln, and 
had requested of Hay, Lincoln's secretary, some intimate facts of 
Lincoln's daily life and routine in the 'mite House. Hay's reply, the 
pamphlet in question, is particularly illuminating. 
In delineating Lincoln's White House routine, ~ noted that 
generally Lincoln would retire from ten to eleven o'clock, unless 
detained by important news from the war front, on which occasions he 
would frequently remain at the War Department until one or two a.m., 
He almost always rose early, E.'ven when he lived in the country during 
the hot summer months, the President would rise, dress, eat an extremely 
frugal breakfast of an egg, a piece of toast, and coffee, and ride into 
the Capital, all before eight o'clock. ifV"hile in the White House during 
the winter, Lincoln was not quite so early in rising. He "did not sleep 
very well, but spent a good while in bed." The President's son, Tad, 
would usually sleep "V'Iith him. The young son, according to Hay, would 
lie around the office until he fell asleep, and Lincoln would then 
"shoulder him" and "take him off to bed. 11 
Business in the White House was officially supposed to begin 
at ten o'clock in the morning, but in reality, as Hay explains, "the 
anterooms and halls were full before that hour," - filled with people 
"anxious to get the first axe ground." Both Hay and Lincoln's other 
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secretary, John G. Nicolay, conducted a "four-year struggle11 to break 
the President of his extremely unmethodical habits and to adopt some 
systematic rules. But the President "would break through every regula-
tion as fast as it was made. 11 He disapproved of arzy-thing that would 
keep the people away from him, even though they "near:~.¥ annoyed the 
life out of him by unreasonable complaints and requests. 11 
All day long the \Vhite House would remain full of these people 
with their demands. At noon, however, Lincoln would stop his work for 
a light lunch -- a biscuit, a glass of milk in winter, and some "fruit 
or grapes in summer." He dined at from five to six in the afternoon. 
Usual:~.¥, even before dinner was over Congressmen and Senators would 
visit him and "take up the whole evening. 11 On a few rare occasions, 
continued Hay, Lincoln would "shut himself upll and refuse to see aeyone. 
On other occasions he would "run away" to a lecture or concert or the 
theater 11for the sake of a little rest." 
Hay marvelled at Lincoln's light diet: he ate "less than any 
one I know." Also the secretary noted that the President drank nothing 
but water, not because he was a prohibitionist of any kind, but because 
he 11did not like wine or spirits." Once, in the rather dark days early 
in the Civil War (according to an anecdote ~ included in this account) 
a Temperance Committee paid a visit to the White House and explained to 
the President that the reason the Union forces were not 1vinning was that 
the arrqy drank so much whiskey "as to bring down the curse of the Lord." 
Lincoln replied "drily that it was unfair on the part of the aforesaid 
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curse, as the other side drank more and worse "Whiskey than ours did. 1118 
One such pamphlet referring to Lincoln's personal habits is 
worth more than any number of addresses used to identify Lincoln vdth a 
partisan program of another era~ 
The examples cited above represent a cross-section of the 
pamphlets in Bullard's Collection. The material in all the categories 
range from items of high merit (like the Hay pamphlet) to those of 
dubious authenticity, like the pamphlet containing the Reminiscences 
of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Emerson of Rockford, Illinois, who in 1909 could 
recall that more than fifty years before, Lincoln had spoken to 
Mr. Emerson of the "Saviour" with "such depth of earnestnessll never before 
or since heard qy the Emersons.l9 
But, as indicated by the examples here cited, th~ not o~ 
include pamphlets varying in importance from most significant to next 
to useless, but also (of special consideration to collectors) do th~ 
range chronologically from 1832 to the present day. And it is for these 
reasons that one can understand why Dr. Kincaid was so great~ impressed 
when he first viewed the Bullard pamphlet collection. 
18 
19 
John Hay, Abraham Lincoln (New York: privately printed, 1939). 
The letter may also be found in the Hertz, Hidden Lincoln, pp. 
307-308. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Emerson, Personal Recollections of Abraham 
Lincoln (Rockford, Ill.: Wilson Bros., 1909), p. 11. 
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In the same way that the pamphlets cover all facets of 
Lincoln's life and career, and chronologically include items from 
Lincoln's day down to the death of Bullard, the magazine files in the 
Bullard Collection also cover the Lincoln theme comprehensively, both 
chronologically and subject-vase. Two viewers of the Bullard magazine 
files have written of this impressive feature of Dr. Bullard's library.1 
Approximately four thousand magazine articles dealing with the subjects 
of Lincoln and the Civil War are bound together in one hundred and 
twenty-five separate volumes. The articles were extracted from four 
hundred and twelve separate periodicals, three hundred and twenty of 
which are magazines of general circulation; sevent,y, publications 
issued by state, local and special historical societies; fourteen, law 
magazines; and eight college and school magazines.2 
It is possible, in order to emphasize the scope of the magazine 
articles in the collection treating with the subject of Abraham Lincoln, 
to divide them by the years of their publication, and as a result, to 
observe if any special trends are noticeable in both the quantity and 
qualit,y of Lincoln periodical literature. 
Two thousand and five articles in the magazine files have been 
listed in a special bibliograp~ of periodical literature on Lincoln. 
1 
2 
Kincaid, Lincoln Herald, XLV (Oct., 1943), 20; Robert E. Moody, 11The 
Lincoln Library of F. Lauriston Bullard, 11 ibid., LVI (Fall, 1951), 11. 
Notebook 99. 
In determining which articles should be plAced in the category 
of "Lincoln" articles, the writer used as a guide the definition 
used by Jay Monaghan in his bibliography of Lincoln books.3 
It was thus decided that the Lincoln magazine bibliography would 
include all articles dealing principally with (1) Abraham Lincoln 
(2) his ancestry, (3) his wife, children, stepmother, and sister, or 
(4) having the name of Lincoln prominently in their titles. Unlike 
the Monaghan bibliography, the magazine bibliography for the Bullard 
Collection included material on Lincoln's son Robert. This inclusion 
involved only the addition of a few articles. 
Once Bullard's Lincoln articles are divided according to 
their dates of publication, one may then compare the trends in the 
printing of periodical literature on Lincoln to the trends Monaghan 
observed in the yearly publications of books on Lincoln. In his study, 
'~he Growth of Abraham Lincoln's Influence in Literature since His 
Death "4 Monaghan was able to show the fluctuations during the decades 
since Lincoln's death in the number of Lincoln publications, and to 
advance some explanations for the rise and fall in the output of books 
dealing vith President Lincoln. The same can be done with Lincoln 
articles. 
3 
Monaghan, Lincoln Bibliography, I, xxvi. 
4 Lincoln Herald, LI (Oct., 1949), 2-11. 
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There are maqy parallels in the chart included in Monaghan's 
article and in the statistics dealing with the Bullard Collection 
magazine articles (the graph in the Appendix indicates this). The 
similarities are not too great in the ear~ period (1865-1909), but 
this can be explained by noting that the Monaghan findings must be 
considered far more exhaustive than t he total number of articles in 
Bullard's Collection. It was far easier for Dr. Bullard to accumulat e 
Lincoln articles that were published during the period he was an 
active collector in the field of Lincolniana than it was to gather 
back numbers of magazines that were issued maqy years before. There-
fore, the number of articles for each of the years before 1909 is 
probably greater than the Bullard Collection indicates; but neverthel ess, 
it is not likely that the complete list of periodical literature on 
Lincoln for those earlier years would greatly alter the fluctuations 
in the number of items available from year to year. 
Monaghan noted that in 1865 there were four hundred and sixty-
two published volumes on Lincoln, but that the overwhelming majority of 
them were printed sermons at the time of Lincoln's assassination. 
Apparently those who could not have their sermons printed separa tely 
settled for having them included in various periodicals. In the May 
and June issues of Hours at Home, The Eclectic Magazine, The Atlantic 
Monthly, The National Pioneer, The National Preacher, and others, 
many assassination sermons were printed under such titles as "The 
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National Bereavement, 11 11 Personsl Forgiveness and Public Justice, 11 and 
11 In Memoriam of President Lincoln, 11 and written by such personages 
as Henry Ward Beecher and Phineas D. Gurl~, among others. However, 
there were also printed during this time, as the Bullard Collection 
indicates, a few recollections of Lincoln, anticipating what would 
later appear in greater abundance. Frank B. Carpenter included some 
reminiscences of his st~ at the Vfuite House in a published article, 
and Noah Brooks also released some of his personal recollections of 
Lincoln. Both5 would use these in their famous books on the same 
subject. 
Interest in the Lincoln theme began to falter after the brief 
flurry after the time of the assassination, and the decade from 1866 
to 1875 produced few works on Lincoln, both in the nature of books and 
magazine articles. The files of the Collection show that Dr. Bullard 
could only obtain one item each for the year 1867, 1868, and 1871. No 
items are listed for the years 1869 and 1874. Monaghan presented a 
possible explanation for this dearth of Lincoln interest during the 
period. He suggested that during these tumultuous times of Radical 
Reconstruction and Grantism idealists who would be expected to draw 
5 Frank B. Carpenter, 11 In Memoriam," Hours at Home, I (June, 1865), 
158-162; Noah Brooks, "Personal Recollections of Abraham Lincoln, 11 
Harper's Month1y, XXXI (July, 1865), 222-230. 
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inspiration £rom the li£e o£ Lincoln were repulsed by the political 
and moral corruption of the party associates of Lincoln who were now 
running the government. 
In the period from 1875 to 1890, Monaghan found that the 
number of Lincoln books began to increase appreciably. President 
Garfield's assassination prompted writers to recall the earlier tragedy. 
Also it was during these fi£teen years that ma~ books of high quali~ 
were published. The magazine file in the Bullard Collection indicates 
the same tendencies in periodical literature, except that the upswing, 
according to Dr. Bullard's magazine collection, does not begin until 
about 1885. One strongly suspects that in this case the Bullard Collec-
tion lacks the articles for the period before 1885 that would show a 
closer correlation with Monaghan's findings. But the Bullard Collection 
does indicate not only that there was a sudden increase (at least after 
1885) in production, but that also the articles themselves were of 
lasting importance. Gideon Welles began to re£er to his famous Dia~ 
and to publish the results in highly significant pieces. In 1876 and 
1877 Welles wrote in The Galaxy of Lincoln's policies in 1861 and of 
his willingness to cooperate with the Democrats in the interest o£ 
victory , once the war began. In the first article Lincoln's Secretar,y 
of the Na~J observed that the President's policy regarding Fort Sumter 
indicated that Lincoln would take counsel with others (his Cabinet in 
this case), but that he would nevertheless make his own decisions. In 
the second Welles maintained that despite the fact that Lincoln received 
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no cooperation from the Democratic administration of President Buchanan 
in 1861, he was willing in 1864 to do his utmost to help General 
McClellan, in the event the Democrats should win control of the White 
House in the November election of that year.6 The noted sculptor, 
Leonard Volk, also during this era, published in 1881 the account of 
Lincoln's sitting for the famous Volk life mask, a study7 still 
frequently referred to. 
Another important magazine item published in this period was 
Alexander T. Rice's 11A Famous Diplomatic Dispatch," which appeared in 
the North American Review of April, 1886. For the first time, and 
apparently over the protest of the few people who were aware of its 
existence,8 Rice's article included a reproduction of the original 
dispatch of Secreta~ of State Seward to Ambassador Charles F. Adams 
in London, dealing with British intercourse with Confederate leaders 
and more commonly known today as 11Despatch no. 10, 11 or "Seward's bold 
remonstrance." The particular importance of the document was that its 
6 
7 
8 
Gideon Welles, "Nomination and Election of Abraham Lincoln," 
Galaxy_, XXII (Oct., Nov., 1876), 300-308, 437-446; "Administration 
of Abraham Lincoln," ibid., XXIII (.Tan., Feb., 1877), 7-23, 150-59; 
XXIV (Oct., Nov., Dec:;-1877), 437-450, 608-624, 733-745. 
Leonard Volk, "The Lincoln Life-Mask and How It Was Made, 111 
Magazine, XXIII (Dec., 1881), 223-28. 
Randall, Lincoln the President, II, 33-34. 
Cent~ 
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publication in Rice's North American Review showed that Lincoln had 
read Seward's memorandum and had made a few pertinent changes, altering 
a bellicose document into a more moderate artd restrained one. 
Perhaps the most important incident in all Lincoln bibliograpey 
during this period was the publication in serialized version of Nicolay 
and Hay's biograpey of Lincoln, in CentU£1 Magazine, beginning in 
November of 1886, and appearing regularly until April, 1890. Monaghan 
listed this publication as a great L~petus to the general interest in 
the Lincoln theme. What could also be added to this 11 official11 biograpey 
are (l) Hay's account of the daily routine in the ~~ite House during the 
Civil War,9 dealing as it did with more intimate matters of Lincoln not 
included in the larger work, but delightful~ complementing the bio-
graphy, and (2) Nicolay's study of Lincoln's personal appearance, which 
was printed the following year.10 
Nicolay and H~, with their monumental study paved the way for 
the increased interest in Lincoln during the 1900-1910 decade, as 
evidenced by the sudden increase in Lincoln publications indicated by 
Monaghan's work. The magazine file in the Bullard Collection shows 
the same trend for the period. It was in this era that Ida M. Tarbell 
published her popular life of Lincoln in McClure's, running from November, 
9 
10 
John Hay, 11Life in the White House during the Time of Lincoln," 
CentU!Y Magazine, XLI (Nov., 1890), 33-37. 
John G. Nicolay, "Lincoln's Personal Appearance," ibid., XLII 
(Oct., 1891), 932-38. 
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1895, to October, 1899. Monaghan pointed out that publishers' 
records available £or the period indicated that general book publish-
ing su££ered £rom the Panic o£ 1893, but that this did not seriously 
a££ect Lincoln publications. This was the generation that was not 
involved in the bloody Civil -Nar and now looked back romantically a t 
it as a gentleman's war. A glance at the chart in the Appendix will 
show that there was also no appreciable decline in magazine articles 
on Lincoln during this same era. 
The most striking publishing £act o£ this 1900-1910 decade 
was the huge outpouring o£ both books and magazine articles on Lincoln 
during the year 1909. This, o£ course, was the Centennial Anniversary 
Year o£ Lincoln's birth, and more books and more magazine articles were 
published in this year than in aqy other one be£ore or since. (It is 
not di£ficult to understand why this year marked the beginning o£ 
Bullard's venture into the publishing world o£ Lincolniana.) Un£ortu-
nately, as Monaghan pointed out, the writings in this period were less 
important historically and o£ less scholarly merit than those o£ the 
preceding decade. Too many o£ these works of 1909 were like the essay 
by George L. Knapp which praised Lincoln's human heart, his gentle 
patience, and his all-embracing ~Jmpatny, all of which combined with 
his great intellect (according to Knapp) to make h:im the ranking 
national hero.ll 
ll George L. Knapp, "Lincoln's Personal Appearance," ibid., XLII 
(Oct., 1891), 932-38. 
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Following the Centennial Year with its exceptional~ large 
nu~r of writings on Lincoln, the year 1910 witnessed a sharp 
decline in Lincoln publications. This was true, according to the 
Bullard magazine files, in periodical literature as well as in books, 
as Monaghan had demonstrated. Nevertheless, despite an apparent 
reaction to Lincoln publica tions in 1910, the decade from 1910 to 
1920 represented a rise in the number of books and articles on Lincoln. 
It was during this period that Woodrow Wilson made Lincoln a hero for 
all Americans -- not just Republicans. In an article in Current 
Opinion, the President interpreted Lincoln as a 11 Icy"sterious but reassur-
ing product of democracy.nl2 With Lincoln emerging as the popular 
figure of American history, the general public now became interested 
in manw phases of his life -- but, not exactly in the type of literature 
about Lincoln that would generally interest the historians. For example, 
during this period, there is widespread concern about the many monuments 
being erected in honor of Lincoln. In the years 1912, 1913, and 1914, 
there were many articles dealing particularly with the Lincoln Memorial 
being planned and constructed in the nation's capital. When people 
complained that the Lincoln of the Memorial in Washington was more of 
an anciet Greek statesman than a man of the American frontier, the 
defenders of the architectural design of the Memorial were quick to 
12 Woodrow Wilson, "Tribute to the Spirit of Abraham Lincoln," 
Current Opinion, LXI (Oct., 1916), 272. 
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offer the rejoinder that the pillars of the Memorial -- the whole 
scheme o:f the Memorial, was designed to recall the 11common heritage 
o:f civilization~3 
The year 1913 was also the :fiftieth anniversary of the 
Address at Gettysburg, and as one would expect it produced a fair 
share of writings on Lincoln's "appropriate remarks"; but here again 
the qualit,y o:f the writings was not especially great: th~ were most~ 
popular condensations o:f what was alreaqy known. Jesse w. Weik and 
James G. Wilson both wrote articles in 1913 with the same title, 
"Lincoln's Gettysburg Address." However, while the studies dealt 
with the sentiments of the Address and even contained handsome :fac-
similes, the,r fundamentally did not of:fer to the public a~ basically 
new in:formation concerning Lincoln's immortal words.14 
Inevitably, the popularization of Lincoln during this period 
resulted in his becoming involved in the political questions o:f the 
day. Harper's WeekjY, for example, in its Lincoln's Birthday issue 
of 1915, invited six writers (none of them known as outstanding 
Lincolnians) to answer the questions, "What Would Lincoln Say Today?" 
13 C. Grant La Farge, "Lincoln and Compulsory Greek," The Independent, 
LXXIV (Mar. 27, 1913), 693-94. The Feb. 6, 1913, edition of The 
Independent contained an unsigned article, "How Lincoln ·would Have 
Laue;hed," condemning the proposed Lincoln Memorial which, it was 
felt contained nothing that would remind one o:f Abraham Lincoln, 
PP• 280-81. 
Jesse W. Weik, "Lincoln's Gettysburg Address," The Outlook, CIV 
(July 12, 1913), 572-74; James Grant "'Nilson, "Lincoln 1 s Gettys-
burg Address," The Independent, LXXIV (April 24, 1913), 910-12. 
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Would he be for or against President Wilson? Harper's also, in the 
same issue, used Lincoln's opposition to Polk's Mexican policy as a 
counter-balance to those Americans in 1916 who advocated intervention 
in the Mexican Revolution. 
The popularity of Lincoln, if Monaghan's bibliograpny and 
Bullard's Lincoln magazine file represent true barometers, increased 
rapidly during the Twenties. Particularly significant concerning the 
publications in this decade was the fact that not only did the "popular" 
studies of Lincoln increase, but also critical works by competent 
historians now appear in ever increasing numbers. It was in this 
decade that Carl Sandburg published his two volumes on Lincoln's 
Prairie Years. Vfuile not strictly accurate, the volumes were written 
in that inimitable rtpoetic" prose that Sandburg knows how to write so 
well, and they captured the attention of the American public. 
Sandburg's work was a distinct literary contribution of the 
first order, but what was more i~portant, in the field of historio-
graphy , was the large number of contributions by scholars using a 
critical approach. In Springfield, Illinois, the Abraham Lincoln 
Association was established, under the competent leadership of Logan 
Hay, and also during the first five years of the decade ffilliam E. 
Barton published five books in rapid s uccession, all dealing in a 
scholarly manner with the Lincoln theme. During the same period 
Louis A. Warren began publishing his researches into the Lincoln ancestry 
theme. The Lincoln story, historically, had now 11come of age." 
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As Monaghan indicates, Dr. Barton was busy during this period 
publishing his monographs on Lincoln, but the Bullard magazine files 
also indicate that he was contributing a number of items to the growing 
periodical literature on Abraham Lincoln. Thirty-one Barton articles 
are included in the Bullard Collection for this decade. These parti-
cular studies covered many facets of Lincoln's life. Many of them 
treated ~dth various aspects of Lincoln's ancestry, a subject in whi ch 
Barton had done an enormous amount of research. In one of these, 
Barton discusses the Catholic branch of the Lincoln family and clears 
the confused reports that Lincoln might have often, as a young lad, 
attended Roman Catholic services. The report was widezy circulated 
in the 1920's, and was even referred to publicly by Cardinal Mundelein 
of Chicago. Dr. Barton explained that the confusion was perfectly 
understandable. There was a Catholic branch of the Lincoln family, and 
this branch had a boy, about Lincoln's age, with the identi cal name of 
Abraham Lincoln. 1S 
Not onzy did Barton write of the ancestry and family life of 
Lincoln, but he also contributed items on such subjects as the Bixby 
letter, in which he advanced the opinion that the facsimiles of the 
letter bei11g circulated were forgeries; photographs of Lincoln; and 
a stuqy of how sculptors have treated Lincoln down through the 
15 William E. Barton, "Abraham Lincoln and the Eucharistic Congress," 
The Outlook, CXLIII (July 14, 1926) 375-77. 
176 
years. 16 
Professional historians also made some important contributions 
to the Lincoln theme during this period. The Harvard Graduate Magazine, 
in its September, 1925, issue, included a stuqy by James F. Rhodes on 
Lincoln in "Some Phases of the Civil War." Rhodes concluded that even 
with his weaknesses Lincoln was a greater benefactor of his country than 
was Caesar of the Roman Empire. Historian A.C. Cole in the following 
year published an article on Lincoln and civil liberties in which the 
historian found that Lincoln made an honest effort during his admini-
stration "to maintain the American tradition of civil liberty .nl7 
Carl Russel Fish had previously demonstrated to be a fake the Chiniq~ 
story quoting Lincoln as an anti-papist and blaming popery as the cause 
of the Civil War.18 In the field of the military history of the Civil 
War, the Britisher Frederick Maurice published two articles dealing 
with Lincoln's abilities as an outstanding war strategist.19 
The latter half of the decade, 1920-1930, also represented 
the beginning of the careers of two historians who would become 
16 
"The Truth about the Bixby Letter," Dearborn Independent, XXVI 
(Feb. 6, 1926), 6-7, 22, 25; "A Portrait Life of Lincoln," The 
Mentor, XIV (.Mar., 1926), 52-54; ''The Enduring Lincoln," Journal 
of the Illinois State Historical Society, XX (July, 1927, 243-254. 
l7 Arthur c. Cole, "Lincoln and the American Tradition of Civil 
Liberty,"~., XXIX (Oct., 1926), 102-114.. 
18 
19 
Carl Russell Fish, "Lincoln and Catholicism, II American m.storical 
Review, XXIX (July, 1924), 723-24. 
Frederick Maurice, "Lincoln as a Strategist," The Forum, LXXV 
(Feb., 1.926), 161-69; "Soldiers and Statesmen of the Civil War: 
Lincoln and Grant, II Atlantic Monthly , cXXXVIII (Aug., 1926)' 224-236. 
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particularly prominent in the Linc oln field in a later period: 
James G. Randall and Paul M. Angle. The Bullard Collection has two 
studies by Randall, published during the Twenties, in which the author 
acknowledges that during the Civil War the "Rule of Law" broke down, 
that constitutional and legal restraints did not operate ful~, but 
that basical~ Lincoln's unusual~ strong measures during this national 
emergency were used to preserve demoeracy. 20 The emergence of Angle 
illustrates the growing interest of the professional historians in 
the Lincoln field and the implications of their work. It was at the 
end of 1928 that Wilma Frances Minor published in the Atlantic Monthly 
her account of Lincoln's life in New Salem and his love for Ann Rutledge. 
Using the critical methods expected of an historian, Angle was able to 
prove conclusive~ that Miss Minor's documents were outright forgeries 
and that they should never have been published in a responsible magazine 
as 11authentic. 11 21 
The twenty years following 1930 produced even more studies of 
Lincoln -- both in magazines and books. And, the general tendencies of 
the 1920's continued into the next period, or at least to 1945. Althougp 
Dr. Barton died during the early part of this period, the work by 
competent scholars was now carried on by a more numerous list of Lincoln 
20 
21 
James G. Randall, 11The 'Rule of Law' under the Lincoln Administration," 
Historical Q21:.rtlook, XVII (Oct., 1926), 272-78; "Lincoln in the Role 
of Dictator," South Atlantic Quarterly, XXVIII (July, 1929), 236-25~ . 
Paul M. Angle, 11 'I'he Minor Collection: A Criticism," Atlantic 
Monthly, :cxr.rn (April, 1929), 516-525. 
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historians. The Lincoln Herald and the Abraham Lincoln Quarter~, 
beginning in this period, concentrated almost exclusively on studies 
by outstanding scholars on the Lincoln theme. The £amiliar names 
o£ Paul M. Angle, Louis A. V{arren, Harry E. Pratt, F. Lauriston 
Bullard, Benjamin P. Thomas, R. Gerald McMurtr,y, and Jay Monaghan, 
to cite a £ew, contributed studies to various periodicals on a rather 
extensive scale, but always on a level consistent with the best hist or-
ical standards. 
At the same time there was obviously a growing number of 
laymen interested in collecting Lincolniana, and as a result the 
magazinej printed a surprising number of articles devoted to descrip-
tions of various private and public collections. Both the Lincoln 
Herald and the Abraham Lincoln Quarterly printed a series of articles 
describing some of the outstanding Lincoln collections either in 
private pos~ession or deposited in public institutions. Over £ifty 
di£ferent articles in this period described many of the more famous 
of these collections. The private collectors were represented by 
descriptions of the Lincoln Libraries of William H. Townsend, Henr,y M. 
Leland, Anthony L. Maresch, Henr,y Horner, M.L. Houser, F. Lauriston 
Bullard, F. Ray Risdon, among others. The well known public institu-
tions possessing Lincoln collections -- the Lincoln National Life 
Foundation, Illinois State Historical Society, Brown University, the 
Chicago Historical Society, -- all were well represented. 
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Both the Monaghan findings and the Bullard Collection 
indicate that in the last five years of this period {1945-1950) 
there 'vas an appreciable decline in the numbers of published books 
and articles on Lincoln. Monaghan properly pointed out that book 
publishing costs had become prohibitive after the Second World War, 
and as a result the number being published decreased. Just how much 
the post-war high cost of living curtailed the publication of magazines 
is not too ea~ to tell by looking at the graph for the Bullard Collection. 
The appended chart indicates clearly that the number of magazine articles 
in the Collection decreased sharply, but this was probably due in part 
to the fact that Bullard was becoming increasingly unable, physically, 
to conduct his visits to bookstores and magazine counters in search of 
articles on Lincoln. However, the high cost of living did result in 
the suspension of maqy magazines aimed at the tastes of the general 
public that would often include 11popular 11 studies of Lincoln. These 
have been replaced by 11pulp11 magazines whose editors are not inclined 
to include "popular" studies of Lincoln: certainly not very frequently. 
Nevertheless, as both the Monaghan bibliography and the Bullard 
magazine files show, this is not a serious blow to the stuqy of Lincoln. 
Good books on Lincoln are being published, and the historical magazines 
and quarterlies continue to include outstanding studies dealing with 
the life of Lincoln. 
In any case, Bullard's magazine file does show a remarkable 
similarity to the findings of Monaghan regarding Lincoln books. These 
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articles in the Bullard Collection, used in the preparation of 
this survey, it should be noted, are 11actual articles, short or 
long, not paragraphs," as Bullard explained it. Bullard once was 
told that his Lincoln and Civil War magazine collection was the 
"largest collection in existence.u Whether true or not, as Bullard 
wrote, 11I do not know. I do ·know that it stands :for a vast amount of 
labor and patient excavation in secondhand bookshops."22 
4 
If one hundred and twenty-five notebooks filled with clippings 
and notes, two thousand pamphlets and four thousand magazine articles, 
covering the subjects of Lincoln and the Civil War, comprise the most 
interesting sections o:f his collection, the twenty-five hundred-odd 
books1 represent the most basic (if most prosaic) division of F. 
Lauriston Bullard's Lincoln Collection. Bullard was first of all a 
student of Lincoln, and only second, a collector. Nevertheless his 
Lincoln Library would compare favorab~ with that o:f most private 
collectors. Of the sixty-nine works listed as "Basic Lincolniana 11 
by Paul M. Angle in 1936,2 Bullard had all except two --Meserve's The 
Photographs of Abraham Lincoln and the Oakleaf Lincoln Bibliograpgy.3 
22 
1 
2 
3 
Notebook 99, P• 35. 
Moody, Lincoln Herald, LVI (Fall, 1954), 12. 
Paul M. Angle, 11Basic Lincolniana, 11 Abraham Lincoln Association 
Bulletin, no. 43 (1936), pp. 3-9; no. 44 (1936), PP• 3-9. 
Frederick H. Meserve, The Photographs of Abraham Lincoln (New York: 
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Of the eight hundred and seventeen titles listed in Professor 
Randall's Civil War and Reconstruction (exclusive of the seventy-one 
titles on Reconstruction), Bullard had in his collection five hundred 
and nine. 
Also, among the necessary tools of aqy person working on the 
Lincoln theme, the issues of Lincoln Lore and the Bulletin of the 
Abraham Lincoln Association (no longer published) are basic. Bullard 
had a complete file of each of the two items. For sheer bulk, the 
Collection contained the complete file of the Congressional Globe 
from 1853 through 1874 (eighty-two volumes in all) and also the one 
hundred and thirty volumes of the Official Records of the Rebellion, 
together with the official, unbound maps that complement the Official 
Records. Bullard was also able to obtain the Congressional Globe and 
the Journal for the Congress in which Lincoln served his single term. 
Most of the standard works on Lincoln are included in the 
Bullard Collection, including twenty-five Lives of Lincoln in twelve 
foreign languages. 
One section of the Bullard Library is comprised of a limited 
number of relative]¥ rare books that Bullard explained "are associated 
in important ways with Lincoln. n4 One such book is The Christian 1 s 
Defense by James Smith. Smith was pastor of the Presbyterian Church 
4 
privately printed 1911); Joseph B. Oakleaf, Lincoln Bibliofcaphy: 
A List of Books and Pamphlets Relating to Abraham Lincoln Cedar 
Rapids: Torch Press, 1925). 
Notebook 99, P• 19. 
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in Springfield which the Lincolns attended and contains a "powerful 
statement of the orthodox arguments against infidelity ." Bullard 
explained in his notes that William E. Barton was particularly 
interested in this book and that Barton knew of only nine copies, 
11 He did not know," Bullard wrote, 11 of the copy in Fort Wayne nor of 
mine. 115 Copies of the same editions of books that Lincoln read included 
the George D. Prentice biography of Henry Clay; a first edition of 
William Grimshaw's HistOiy of the United States, a work which 11power-
fully influenced young 'Abe' Lincoln"; William Scott's Lessons in 
Elocution: Playfair' s Euclid, and Gibson 1 s Surveying, "the work 
which Lincoln said he studied. 116 
In the field of biography Bullard noted that he possessed 
biographies and reminiscences of "nearly all the public men" of 
influence, 11both for and against Lincoln," during his period of 
prominence -- the last decade of his life. This list included bio-
graphies of Cabinet members, Senators and Congressmen, Governors, 
Editors, businessmen, and "agitators."7 In the Civil War section, 
the library includes nearly all the standard works on the battles 
and military leaders, as well as American relations with Europe during 
5 Ibid. 
6 Ibid. 
1 Ibid.' 21. p. 
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the War. 
Bullard called his library a "working collection," that is, 
one that would be used by a scholar in the Lincoln field. For that 
reason he included in his library "certain books no 'Collector' 
would include ••• n8 These books were in the Bullard Collection because 
they included small items about Lincoln, some "interesting, but not 
important," and others of some significance. One such book that 
Bullard considered worthy of inclusion in his collection is An Epistle 
to Posterity, by M. E.W. Sherwood,9 In this book there is an account 
stating that while Lincoln was in Congress the daughter of General 
James Wilson ·"onc-e saw him, John Wentworth, Robert c. Winthrop, and 
my father talking together in the lobby, and my father, who was six 
feet four, was the shortest of the quartet te." As Bullard noted, this 
was not very important but interesting, i f on~ because Winthrop a 
Proper Bostonian, "the Speaker of the Hous e, and Lincoln were separa ted 
by a great social gulf .ulO 
Among the books containing more important references to 
Lincoln was Lanes of Memory, by George S. Hellman.11 A single page 
in t his work contains the statement that Lincoln wrote "some of his 
immortal words" on the way to Getty sburg, -- or "made some changes 
8 
9 
10 
11 
Ibid., P• 27 • 
New York : Harper A Bros., 1897. 
Notebook 99, p. 29. 
New York : Knopf, 1927. 
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in his manuscript" on the train, using a pencil borrowed from young 
Andrew Carnegie.12 This was an error. Andrew Carnegie was not on 
that train, as Bullard had demonstrated in his work on the Gettysburg 
Address. Another of these volumes Bullard obtained because of brief 
references to Lincoln was the autobiograp~ of the famous geologist , 
Nathaniel Southgate. This work contains the 11 only account in exist-
ence of a visit made by Lincoln at his grandfather's house at Newport, 
Kentucky." Bullard further noted that this incident r emained 11uhknown, 
apparently, until I discovered this.rrl3 Still another book Earl Curzon's 
Modern Parliamentary Eloquence14 found a place for itself on Bullard's 
shelves because it contains Lord Curzon 1s choices of three masterpieces 
of speeches in the English language during the Nineteenth Century: 
Pitt's response to a toast after t he Battle of Trafalgar, Lincoln's 
Gettysburg Address, and Lincoln 1 s Second Inaugural. 
Along with the published material on Lincoln, the Bullard 
Collection contains literally hundreds of letters sent to Bullard qy 
various scholars at one time or other, discussing various aspects of 
the Lincoln theme, asking for particular information on a given subject, 
or offering Bullard some pertinent facts, as a result of the correspon-
dents' researches. Throughout this paper the writer has included a 
12 
13 
14 
Notebook 19, p. 27. 
Ibid. 
London, 1913. 
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number of such communications which adequately demonstrate what the 
Bullard letter files contain. Bullard was not at all a wealthy man, 
and he could not, as a result, indulge in the luxury of collecting 
rare letters and w~nuscripts of Civil ~ar personages. This is not 
especially a serious defect in the Lincoln Collection of a scholar. 
Bullard was a student first and a collector afterward. As such he 
was able to obtain photostats of rna~ of the important documents 
necessary for the study of Lincoln and the Civil War. As a result, 
his lack of original manuscripts did not seriously hamper his work. 
However, he was able to collect a few letters of Civil War 
people that represent an interesting, although small, section of his 
collection. His correspondence with Adelina Patti and Robert Todd 
Lincoln has been noted in preceding chapters. One other letter deserves 
special notice because it reflects the antipathy of the Northern Free 
Sailers to Daniel Webster after the Massachusetts Senator had made 
his famous "Seventh of March11 speech in support of the Compromise of 
18.50. The letter in the Bullard Collection was written by John A. 
Andrew, later to become Governor of Massachusetts, and is dated 
March 16, 18.50. It shows remarkably well the unbending attitude of 
Northern Abolitionists who would not compromise with the institution 
of slave~. Writing to a New York Free Sailer, Andrew gave full vent 
to his dislike of Webster: 
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• • • I want words for m;y sense of injury and disgust 
when I think of him. The Free Soilers have alwqys treated 
him with great kindness and forbearance. Th~ have hoped 
and expected that he would eventually help the cause of 
freedom ••• Th~ have hoped that the day of his deliverance 
would come, when ambition and personal obligations and the 
votes of par~ and political connections would all lose their 
controlling power, or meet some counteracting current by means 
of which, through the action of disinterested convictions or 
else of a higher and cleaner interest, he would be found 
ranked as an open and effectual ally, of not a soldier in the 
same armw. No man has received more charity -- and under 
circumstances, too, which hardly called for it. And now an 
act of uncalled for and unparallelled treachery to the cause 
of liberty has sunk him lower in the estimation of all men 
here of strong anti-slavery opinions, lower than any other 
man who walks or crawls the earth ••• 
I hope this open defection from an apparent and supposed 
friendship for the Proviso of freedom, this open alliance 
with slave catchers, this open advocacy of extending slave 
representation by w~. Webster and some of his friends will 
tend to unseal many blinded eyes ••• l5 
When one reads of this intensity of feeling among Northerners, 
he is truly impressed by Lincoln's ability to remain a moderate all 
through the crises of mid-Nineteenth Century America. 
Notebooks, pamphlets, magazine articles, books, letters, all 
combine to make Bullard's Lincoln Collection the means through which 
the watchdog who desired to keep the "Lincoln record accurate" could 
carry on his work. But a collection of this size could easily prove 
to be overwhelming; too many individual items could make it difficult 
for the student to remember a reference dealing with a given subject. 
Bullard was not only aware of this danger, but he also did something 
Box, Autographs. 
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to avoid such a pitfall. How he found the time to do it must remain 
a "minor miracle, 11 but Dr. Bullard catalogued every individual item 
in his Collection, both by author and subject, and in this manner 
tied together every possible loose end of his magnificent Lincoln 
library. One complete drawer of 3x5 cards is devoted, for example, 
to subject matter on "Lincoln and11 : "Lincoln and Fort Sumter," 
Lincoln and Anna Ella Carroll," "Lincoln and Prohibition, 11 and several 
hundred others. The complete catalogue represents an index unsur-
passed by a~ in a given published volume on Lincoln. Thus the value 
of Bullard's Lincoln Collection lies in its functional aspects. 
Dr. Bullard made certain that his library would be easy to use to 
its fullest advantage. It is to the credit of Boston University 
Library, where the Collection is now housed, that all efforts are 
being made to add to the Bullard Collection exactly in the same way 
that Dr. Bullard had done during the years that he devoted his "spare 
time (?) 11 to the study of Lincoln, and that Bullard's Collection is 
open to all qualified students interested in the subject of Abraham 
Lincoln. 
Chapter VI 
Bullard Apraises Lincoln and 
Scholars Appraise Bullard 
1 
In his fascinating study of Lincoln's biographers, 
Benjamin P. Thomas noted that two schools of thought emerge 
regarding the way to write about Lincoln. One school would 
depict him as the national hero possessing all the attributes 
a national hero is supposed to have. The other school insisted 
that Lincoln should be represented exactly as he was. While 
the reading public of the Nineteenth Century favored the former 
view, today "people want the facts • nl F. Lauriston Bullard, 
although he never wrote a full-length biography of Lincoln, 
and although he spent most of his time as a "watch dog" in the 
field, did contribute two important essays in which he attempted 
to follow the rule of showing Lincoln as he really was. In so 
doing Bullard produced an invaluable evaluation of Lincoln and 
one, even with "the facts," that does not tarnish the reputation 
of the Sixteenth President. 
1 
Benjamin P. Thomas, Portrait for Posterity: Lincoln and His 
Biographers {New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 1947), p.x. 
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The first essay to be discussed here was published 
posthumously by the Boston University Press in 1952 and poses 
and attempts to answer the question: ? Was Lincoln a gentleman?-
To answer this question Bullard investigated the many charges 
of Lincoln's lack of gentility and the eqmily numerous reports 
of the Westerner's freedom from the usual crudities found in 
frontiersmen. That Lincoln was praised for being a gentlemen 
and condemned for being "vulgar," 11indecent," and "cruel," 
Bull.ard found fairly easy to document • In his Phi Beta Kappa 
poem i n 1865 at Harvard University, George H. Boker proudly 
recited: 
No king this man, by grace of God's intent; 
No, something better, freemen, -- President! 
A nature modelled on a higher plan, 
Lord of himself, an inborn gentleman!3 
But, by way of contrast, Bullard cited an item in 
the Confederate Veteran, in 1909, in which a lady commenting 
on the celebration of Lincoln's birthday, included these questions 
and opinions : "Was Mr. Line oln a man of high ideals? vlas he a 
2 F. Lsuriston Bullard, Was "Abe" Lincoln a Gentleman? (Boston: 
Boston University Press, 1952). 
3 Quoted in ibid., p. 2. 
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Christian, a gentleman?" The writer then answered most emphati-
cally her own question: "Facts compel us to say: 'He was a 
hypocrite in religion, a vulgar buffoon, indecent in his anecdotes, 
and cruel in his instincts.'"4 
These accounts represent two seemingly irreconcible 
contradictions. Perhaps, however, William Howard Russell, the 
celebrated correspondent of the London Times, was able to detect 
in the short period of time he was in Lincoln's presence the 
reasons that caused so many people to have such contradictory 
views of the President. Russell was introduced to Lincoln in 
the White House a few weeks after the first inauguration and 
described him rather vividly -- the "shambling" gait, the 
"extraordinary" dimensions of his hands and feet, the "thatch of 
wild republican hair," the "prodigious" mouth, "the eyes dark, 
full and deeply set, penetrating, but full of an expression which 
almost amounts to tenderness." The newspaperman also commented 
on the opinions of Lincoln held by Americans! 
4 
A person who met M~. Lincoln in the street would 
not take him to be what -- according to the usages 
of European society -- is called a "gentleman"; 
and indeed, since I came to the United States, I 
have heard more disparaging allusions made by 
Mrs. M. P. Shephard in Confederate Veteran, XVII (April, 1909), 153. 
Americans to him on that account than I could 
have expected among simple republicans, where 
all should be equalsj but, at the same time, 
191 
it would not be possible for the most indifferent 
observer to pass him in the street without notice5 
Russell also was able to appreciate the real signifi-
cance of Lincoln's custom of indulging in broad humor. The 
reporter attended a dinner at the White House, along with the 
Vice-President, members of the cabinet and their l adies. While 
the party wa s aw~iting the appeara nce of General Scott bef ore 
going in to dinner, Russell "was amused to observe the manner 
in which Mr. Lincoln used the anecdotes for which he was famous . 
Where men bred in courts, accustomed to the world, or versed in 
diplomacy, would use some subterfuge, or w·ould make a polite 
speech, or give a shrug of the shoulders a s the means of getting 
out of an embarrassing position, Mr. Lincoln raised a laugh by 
some bold west-country anecdote, and moves off in the cloud of 
merriment produced by his joke." Russell added to this statement 
by telling how the President used the method of an anecdote to 
I' 
evade a reply to an embarrassing question of the Attorney General. 0 
As to the nature of these anecdotes, Bullard is quite 
specific. With "regret," he concedes that both in the West and 
5 William Hovrard Russell, My Diary North and South (Boston: 
Burnham, 1863), pp. 37-39. 
6 Ibid., pp. 43-44, Bullard, Was Lincoln a Gentleman, p. 3. 
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in Washington Lincoln "told broad stories. "7 But what is 
significant is that these "broad stories" were never told 
simply because they were broad. Lincoln used them rather to 
emphasize a point. Bullard found excellent evidence to support 
this belief. In 1867, for example, George Alfred Townsend 
visited William H. Herndon and included this st.atement in his 
report of the interview: "'Some of those stories were more 
cogent than delicate,' said Mr. Herndon, 'yet in no single case 
was he ever remembered to h~ve told an exceptional anecdote for 
the sake of that in which it Has exceptional.'" Townsend added 
that Herndon remembered one person who so mistook Lincoln once 
as to tell a coarse story without a purpose. "During the 
recital," remarked Herndon, "Mr. Lincoln's face worked impatiently. 
When the man had gone he said: 'I had nearly put that fellow out 
of the office. He disgusts me . ' "8 
On another occasion Herndon hunself described Lincoln's 
storytelling in the follovTing manner: 
7 
8 
It has been denied as often as charged 
that Lincoln narrated vulgar stories; but the 
truth is he loved a story however extravagant 
of vulgar, if it had a good point • If it vTa s 
merely a ribald recital and had no sting in 
Ibid., p. 6 
George Alfred Tovmsend, Abraham Lincoln: A talk with Mr.Herndon, 
His Late Iaw Partner (Ne'" York: Bible House, 1867), p. 8. 
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the end, that is, if it exposed no weakness 
or pointed no moral, he had no use for it 
either in conversation or public speech; but if 
it had the necessary ingredients of mirth and 
moral he was unequalled •.. 9 
Th~ best "short and comprehensive opinion"10 on 
Lincoln's storytelling that Bullard 1ms able to find is con-
tained in an address made in England in 1910 by the American 
ambassador, Whitelaw Reid. Bull~rd believed that Reid's 
account came closer to the truth than any other: 
He probably told fewer stories during his 
whole stay in the White House than in any 
previous year of his adult life; and for 
every one he did tell a hundred poorer and 
coarser ones were fathered on him. Nor did 
his stories call for the unctuous and super-
fluous excuse that they afforded him a needed 
relief from the sadness of the time. No 
doubt he was sad in the White House, but had 
been all his life. The wit and humor with 
which his stories overflowed were an essential 
part of his strange frontier nature, as essen-
tial as his melancholy, his ready sympathies, or 
his ambition. He had no dissipations and no other 
amusements; instead of these he told stories from 
boyhood to admiring comrades; he told them un-
commonly well, and in public they always illustrated 
his arguments and helped him carry his point.ll 
Well did Bull a r d wish that Lincoln had abandoned the 
telling of tales which provided his critics "with a certain 
9 Hen~don's Lincoln (Angle, 1930 edition), p. 94. 
10 Bullard, Was Lincoln a Gentleman? p. 10. 
11 
Whitelaw Reid, American and English Studies (New York, 1913), 
II, 7-8. 
amount of justification for their strictures. " But by no 
means would Bullard accept the charge (especially after citing 
the above evidence) that Lincoln was habitually "an indecent 
raconteur."12 
If Lincoln is absolved of the charges of vulgarity 
of speech, is he nevertheless guilty of the charge of being 
crude? In answering this question, Bullard found in the writings 
of an historian of "high honor," James Ford Rhodes, some perti-
nent selections on this point.13 On one occasion Rhodes referred 
to Lincoln's lack of "the external graces of a gentleman. "14 
Elsewhere Rhodes noted that on the way to Washington i n 1861 when 
he was "the cynosure of all eyes," Lincoln lacked the "knack of 
saying the graceful nothings which are so well fitted for the 
occasions on which he spoke." His "ignorance of the ways of 
the fashionable world told against him in New York City, where 
the tendency of refined people is to judge new men at first 
rather by their manners than by their qualities, and his wearing 
black kid gloves to the opera on a gala night gave rise to 
sarcastic comment." Rhodes concluded that "Lincoln, ungainly in 
12 
13 
14 
Bullard, Was Lincoln a Gentleman, p. 10 
Ibid., p. ll 
James F. Rhodes, Historical Essays (New York: 
p. 217. 
Macmillan, 1909) 
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appearance and movement, gave no thought to the graces of life, 
and lacked the accomplishments of a gentleman, as no one knew 
better than himself. nl5 
Only in so far as Lincoln knew how defective was his 
training in the "external graces" would Bullard concede that 
Rhodes was right.l6 Bullard cited Lincoln's famous note to 
J. H. Hackett, the actor who had been ungentlemanly enough to 
release to the newspapers a note from the President in praise 
of Hackett's impersonation of Falstaff. Lincoln's rebuke appeared 
in a single clause: "My note to you I certainly did not expect 
to see in print." The newspaper comments had not "shocked" him 
much because they constituted "a fair specimen" of what had 
occurred to him "through life." Lincoln ended almost pathetically: 
"I have endured a great deal of ridicule without much malice; and 
have received a great deal of kindness, not quite free from 
ridicule."17 To Bullard the brief note to Hackett represents 
"one of the most pathetic things that Lincoln ever wrote." Lincoln 
understood the patronizing way in which he was treated by many 
who "considered themselves his social superiors," yet never was 
his sense of humor more valuable to him than when restraining 
l5 Rhodes, History of the United States, III, 303-304; IV, 209. 
16 Bullard, Was Lincoln a Gentleman, p. l2. 
l7 Lincoln's Collected Works, VI, 558-59· 
the '~itter retorts" he might have been justified in making. 
18 
''I'hat restraint in itself," to Bullard, was one of gentility." 
Other marks of gentility, Bullard found in abundance. 
For example, that "master of ceremonious :propriety," Edward 
Everett, attested to the excellence of Lincoln's table manners. 
mverett noted in his carefully kept diary that among the guests 
who dined with the President on the eve of the dedication cere-
monies at Gettysburg, no one was Lincoln's superior "so far as 
manners, appearance and conversation were concerned."l9 Chaplain 
Edward D. Neill, who became one of Lincoln's secretaries in 1864, 
wrote in 1887 that "Mr. Lincoln's manners were never re:pulsi ve." 
Neill noted that while Lincoln "could not grace a ballroom nor 
compete with the :perfumed and spangled representatives of a 
foreign court in the knowledge of the laws of fashion: yet in 
his heart there was always kindly feeling for others, and thus, 
in the best sense, he was a gentleman."20 
Bullard added to the testimony of Everett and Neill 
that of Goldwin Smith. Writing in an English :periodical for an 
English :public, Smith suggested that a man :possessed with the 
native good taste to produce the Gettysburg Address could not 
18 Bullard, Was Lincoln a Gentleman, :p. 12. 
19 Forthingham, Everett, :p. 453. 
20 Edward D. Neill, "Reminiscences of the Last Year of President 
Lincoln's Life," in Glimpses of the Nation's Struggle 
{Minnesota Cmmnandery, Loyal Legion, St. Paul, 1887), :p. 38. 
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21 be a boor capable of producing gross indecencies. Bullard's 
last witness was Emerson, who on more than one occasion depre-
cated Uncoln' s bad manners, but who finally judged that Uncoln 
"arrives, of course at a simplicity, which is the perfection of 
manners • "22 
Bullard finally concludes that the answer to his 
question -- Was Lincoln a Gentleman? -- depends basically on the 
definition of the word "gentleman." In Bullard's judgment the 
fact that Lincoln may have presented an awkward appearance on a 
ballroom floor, or that his rustic appearance might be out of 
place in the courts of European royalty, did not prevent him from 
being a gentleman. He never failed to catch the other man's 
viewpoint. While he never faltered in his devotion to a cause, 
he never displayed "an iota of personal vindictiveness in his 
character." Despite the bitterness that uas fostered by the Civil 
War, Lincoln never during the war years used a word or phrase 
about the Confederate leaders "that might have caused him re-
morse or have been resented by them." The "great qualities of the 
man overwhelm and submerge the defects ••• " The me.n whom Bryant 
described as "Gentle and merciful and just," was, in truth, "a great 
21 G:o~dwiil Smith, "President Lincoln," Macmillan's Magazine ( Cambriage, 
Eng.), XI (Feb., 1865), 301. 
22 Quoted in Bullard, Was Lincoln a Gentleman, p. 21. 
gentleman. 1123 
2 
Although this gangling Westerner vath many characteristics 
that were deemed odd to more sophisticated Easterners may have passed 
Bullard's requirements for a gentleman, Lincoln nevertheless had 
something about his character not easy to penetrate. Bullard was 
inclined to agree with the many Lincoln biographers who had a "feeling 
of failure" Vihen they tried "honestly to show ••• Lincoln as he was. 111 
Lincoln's life was a paradox, and this paradox caused biographers so 
much difficulty. He was a simple man who would call his wife "mother" 
and receive distinguished guests in shirtsleeves. But at the same time 
he was a complex human being. 2 Bullard was aware of this paradox. 
In his forty years of investigation in the Lincoln theme Bullard may 
have served as a watchdog insisting that the facts concerned with 
Lincoln's career be accurate, but as a result of his researches 
Bullard was able to acquire an appreciation of the complexity of the 
subject of his investigations. He concluded that there was another 
23 
1 
2 
Ibid., PP• 21-22. 
Thomas, Portrait for Posterity, p. x. 
See the essay on Lincoln in Richard Hofstadter, The American Political 
Tradition and the Men Vfuo l~de It (New York: Knopf, 1948), pp. 93-136. 
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Lincoln a Lincoln few people were a•·rere existed, but a Lincoln 
as real as the one found in most biographies. This other 
Lincoln ~~s responsible for the paradox mentioned above. 
Bullard's concept of this complex Lincoln is found 
in two pamphlets appropriately titled The other Lincoln and 
The Lincoln Nobody Knows. 3 The first mentioned "'vork ~ras 
originally a Baccalaureate Address delivered at Lincoln Memorial 
Univeristy on June 1, 1941, and the other was basically a con-
densation of The other Lincoln that Bullard delivered before 
the Middlesex Club of Boston on February 12, 1944. By way of 
explaining the necessity of these two pamphlets, Bullard readily 
conceded that there is one Lincoln whom everybody knows: 
3 
We see him as "Honest Abe," the handy man of 
New Salem whom everybody liked and wanted to 
help. We see him as the leader of the uLong 
Nine," moving the Illinois capital from 
Vandalia to Springfield. We follow his career 
as a Lawyer, riding the circuit with his ram-
shackle buggy and rawboned horse, his cotton 
umbrella tied with a string, and his six feet 
four inches topped by a prodigious stovepipe 
hat. I suppose at some time that hat must 
have been nevr. It was an extraordinary com-
bination of writing desk, filing cabinet and 
The former was published by Lincoln Memorial University 
Press in 1941, and the latter was privately printed by 
the Middlesex Club in Boston, 1944. 
headgear. In the famous debate of 1858 he 
matches wit and logic with the mighty Douglas. 
In 1860, as the most available Republican 
candidate, he achieves the Presidency. We 
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watch him as "Father Abraham" during the four 
years of war, and marvel at his caution and 
endurance, his shrewdness and magnanimity. He 
brings his stories with him from prairies, he 
infuriates the Secretary of War by his use of 
the pardoning power, and he astonishes the '1-rorld 
by prose and the sweep of his vision in the 
Gettysburg Address and the Second Inaugural. 
This Lincoln we all know and revere and love.4 
This is the simple Lincoln, a Lincoln easy to 
und.erstand and easy to love. But, there is another Lincoln, 
and "we shall not knovr the real man until we take due account 
of that other."5 In a speech delivered on August 1, 1862, 
Wendell Phillips might have exaggerated when he said, "I asked 
the lawyers of Illinois, who had practiced law with Mr. Lincoln 
for twenty years. 'Is he a man of decision, is he a man who 
can say 'No'." Their reply, according to Phillips: "If you 
had gone to the Illinois bar and selected the man least 
capable of saying 'No,' it would have been Abraham Lincoln." 6 
4 Bullard, The Lincoln Nobody Knows, p. 1. 
5 Bullard, The Other Lincoln, p. 4. 
6 Quoted in ibid., pp. 16-17. 
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If those Illinois lawyers did say that, they also were not 
aware of the "other Lincoln," the Lincoln who not only could 
say "no" but who in fact did say "no" on many occasions! 
While it is true that the picture of Lincoln with 
his heart "wrung with pity for the suffering caused by the 
war" is an accurate one, it is nevertheless subject to modi-
fication. John Hay on one occasion characterized Lincoln as 
a humane President seeking whenever possible to commute to 
life imprisonment, or even less, the death penalties inflicted 
by military courts on soldiers guilty of desertion. 
In one day alone, according to Hay, Lincoln spent 
s i x hours reviewing court martial cases. Hay was "amused" to 
see "the eagerness with which the President caught at any fact 
vrhich would justify him in. saving the life of a condemned 
soldier. "7 
But at the same time, Lincoln did sign death warrants 
on many occasions. He put into a famous letter the statement 
that "long experience has shown that armies cannot be maintained 
unless desertion shall be punished by the severe penalty of death. "8 
7 
8 
When necessary, Lincoln could be, "and was, as firm as 
Hay, Diaries and Letters, p. 68. 
Lincoln, Collected Horks, VI, 266. 
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Andrew Jackson. "9 When a ship was captured on the high seas, 
early in the war, with a cargo of nine hundred Negroes from 
Africa on board, the slave-trader, Nathaniel P. Gordon, was 
tried and sentenced to death. The President read the evidence 
in this case, and also the petition for pardon which included 
the signature of many outstanding Northerners. Lincoln was 
ULDimpressed. Gordon hanged for the crime -- the first execution 
in America fdr that crime under American laws. The document 
containing the death sentence bears the names of Abraham Lincoln 
and William H. Seward, 10 On another occasion, when the wife of 
a condemned man made it known that she would visit Washington 
to plead for clemency in her husband's case, the President kept 
her away. "It would be useless," he explained, "the subject is 
11 
a very painful one, but the case is settled." 
Bullard was able to cite more instances in which Lincoln 
did not hesitate to let condemned men be executed. In the Indian 
outbreak in Minnesota in 1862, the Sioux ravaged the frontier 
for about two hundred miles, killing some five hundred persons and 
9 
Bullard, The Other Line oln, p. 13 • 
10. Rhodes, History of the United States, IV, 66. A facsimile of the 
death warrant with Lincoln's signature appeals in Sandburg, War 
Years, III, 489. 
11 Lincoln, Collected Works, VI, 522. 
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carrying away women and children as hostages. Troops were 
sent in and many of the Indians were tried by military 
commission and found guilty of murder, arson, and rape. 
Feeling was running high in Minnesota with mobs threatening 
a wholesale lynching of the captured Indians. The records 
were ordered to Washington to be studied by the President. 
Lincoln, after close examination of the records, decided 
that those Indians who fought in battle against the Federal 
troops should be treated as prisoners of war. But thirty-
eight Indians were hanged on Christmas Day, 1862, for criminal 
activities, by order of the President of the United States. 12 
In 1865, John Yates Beall, well-educated Virginian, 
was imprisoned and sentenced to death for his part in the seizing 
of vessels in Lake Erie to attempt to liberate the Confederate 
prisoners on Johnson's Island, and for becoming involved in a 
train-wrecking scheme near Buffalo. A petition asking the 
President for clemency in the case was signed by ninety-one 
Senators and Representatives, from twenty states. Furthermore 
Bullard, The Other Lincoln, p. 15; Lincoln, Collected Works, V, 
550-51. 
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the petition was carried to the President by a Senator who 
had been almost a life-long friend. But Lincoln refused 
to intervene, and Beall was executed.l3 
Not only does the image of Lincoln as a kindly 
man saving as many as possible from execution need revision, 
but so also do other popular notions of the Civil War President 
require like modifications. As Bullard readily admitted, 14 
there is no evidence that Lincoln indulged regularly or copiously in 
profanity, but he did swear on occasion. When a war-time 
governor of Tennessee wired the President demanding an immediate 
explanation of the seizure of a ship on the Mississippi, John 
Hay tells us that the "Tycoon" quietly observed, "He bed--d." 
On another occasion Lincoln told Hay that when George Opdyke 
and D.D. Field came to him and demanded anew that he remove 
Secretary of State Seward, Lincoln told Hay that "for once in 
my life I rather gave my temper the rein and I talked to those 
men pretty damned plainly."l5 
Lincoln has also enjoyed a reputation for being patient with 
the many bothersome office seekers who constantly hounded the White 
House and who squandered so much of his precious time. But at least 
13 Browning, Diary, II, 7-8, 19. 
14 Bullard, The other Lincoln, p. 12. 
15 
Hay, Diaries and Letters, pp. 17-18, 112. 
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on one occasion, Bullard notes, he "officiated" as a "White House 
bouncer. "16 F. B. Carpenter, who had a rare opportunity in 1864 to 
observe the President while at work, wrote that much had been written 
of Lincoln's "meekness and kindness of heart," but that sometimes there 
would be occasions when one strand of sand would break "even this 
camel's back." Carpenter cited an example of an army officer cashiered 
from the service who on three different occasions gained Mr. Lincoln's 
presence to recite the particulars of his case and to plead for re-
instatement. The man was unsuccessful in his first two interviews and 
when he noted that the third would be also fruitless he bitterly 
complained to Lincoln: ''Well, Mr.President, I see you are fully 
determined not to do me justice!" This remark, Carpenter noted, was 
too aggravating even for Lincoln. 
16 
17 
Manifesting ••. no more feeling ~ote Carpentei] than that 
indicated by a slight compression of the lips, he very 
quietly arose 1 laid down a package of papers he held in 
his hand, and then suddenly seizing the defunct officer 
by the coat-collar, he marched him forcibly to the door, 
saying as he ejected him into the passage: "Sir, I give 
you fair warning never to show yourself in this room 
again. I can bear censure, but not insult!" In a whining 
tone the man begged for his papers, which he had dropped. 
"Begone, sir," said the President, "your papers will be 
sent you. I never wish to see your face again!"l7 
Bullard, The Other Lincoln, p. l2 
F. B. Carpenter, The Inner Life of Abraham Lincoln. Six Months at 
the White House (Boston: Houghton, Osgood, 1879), pp. 105-106. 
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Carpenter's anecdote harmonizes well with the passage in 
the work by Helen Nicolay, daughter of Lincoln's senior secretary, 
who based her book on the records of her father. Miss Nicolay notes 
that "when at long intervals Lincoln's patience gave way, and he blazed 
forth in ri ghteous wrath, men quailed before him. 1118 
Just as he found the popular views of Lincoln's characterist ics 
sorely in need of revision Bullard also discovered that Lincoln's role 
as President could be reexamined with profit. Bullard noted that for 
a time, between Sunday , April 14, 1861, when Sumter fell, and July 4, 
1861, when Congress met, Abraham Lincoln 11was the sole and entire govern-
ment of the United States." In effect, Lincoln was a dictator during 
this period, albeit a 11benevolent 11 one.19 Bullard added that 11no such 
astounishing f sic ] assumption of authority ever had occurred in our 
history. 1120 Lincoln called the Congress into special session; but 
although he issued his call in April, 1861, he did not have the Congr ess 
assemble until two months later! Why? 
Bullard admits that no conclusive answer is attainab+e but 
submits the "reasonable guess" that what was needed during t he days 
immediately following the fall of Sumter was "swift decision," and 
18 
19 
20 
H. Nicol~, Personal Traits of Lincoln, p. 266. 
Bullard, The Other Lincoln,pp. 23, 27. 
Ibid., P• 23. 
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not "debate." What did this ''dictator" do during the intervening 
period? He called for 75,000 troops, proclaimed a blockade, 
issued orders for the buying of ships and the transportation of 
troops, and directed the Treasury to advance vTithout security 
$2,000,000 of public funds to three private individuals to be 
used by them in their own discretion for necessary measures of 
defense . And most controversial of all (at that time), Lincoln 
ordered the suspension of the writ of habeas corpus.21 
Bullard's justification for these actions of Lincoln, 
actions belonging to that Lincoln not well known, reads as follows: 
No doubt about it, the lines on which the 
Civil Har was foug.'l1.t were laid down before 
Congress had a chance to cooperate with the 
President. Abraham Lincoln was the most benevo-
lent autocrat the world ever knew, but for those 
eighty-one days at least he and he alone was the 
government of the United States, and to that extent 
he was a "dictator." Did he save the Union in 
those eleven weeks? Opinions may differ, but we 
may c i te the reply of Marshall Joffre vihen he 
.was asked who won the Battle of the Marne. He did 
not knovr -- but he did know who would have borne 
the blame had the battle been lost.22 
The Lincoln found in the pages of Bullard's essays on his 
position as a gentleman and on the other Lincoln (the one nobody 
knows) represents the man who can escape basically untarnished from 
the most critical investigations of historians. This Lincoln must be 
combined with the Lincoln held in the popular mind. Together they form the 
21 
Ibid., pp. 25-26 
22 
Ibid., pp. 27-28 
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complex human being called upon to lead the country during the most 
t~ing era of its history. 
3 
The Bullard YvTitings discussed in the previous two sections 
of this chapter represent impressive evidence of the scholar's keen 
appreciation of Lincoln. His willingness to "revise" maey of the 
popular notions regarding the Civil War President attest to the man's 
honesty and integrity as a student in the field of Lincolniana. But 
it should be added that in all his writings the meticulous writer never 
substituted what he liked to believe for what he knew was. From the 
ve~ beginning of his career, back in 1909, until the days immediately 
preceding his death, Bullard's writings bear an authenticity that won 
for him the universal respect of other scholars in the field. 
\Vhile it may be rash to attempt to evaluate at this time the 
enduring worth of his writings -- he died in 1952 -- it is possible to 
show the high regard in which he was held by several outstanding 
scholars in the field and to note the many honors awarded him for his 
writings. 
His pamphlet, The Other Lincoln, was originally a co~nencement 
address at Lincoln Memorial University in 1941, at which time he was 
awarded the University's Diploma of Honor. The Lincoln Nobody Knows 
began as an address delivered at the Lincoln Night Dinner of the 
Middlesex Club of Boston in 1944, and was published by the Club. The 
article, "Lincoln's 'Conquest' of New England," considered by Paul M. 
Angle as the most important of Bullard's writings, 1 represented the 
main address at the Abraham Lincoln Association annual meeting for 
1942. 2 On two occasions editorials written by Bullard and appearing 
in the Boston Herald on Lincoln's birthday were reprinted in Lincoln 
Lore as the "Most Timely Editorials" for 1945 and 1947.3 
Vfuile the honors awarded Bullard during his lifetime were 
numerous, perhaps it is wiser to allow Time, the stern judge, to 
evaluate the importance of his contributions to the Lincoln field~ But 
it is perhaps useful to end this work with a reference to what other 
Lincoln scholars -- Bullard's contemporaries -- thought of the man's 
work. 
Although this "tall, suave, distinguished in appearance, genial, 
eloquent" individual "with white hair and goatee," who talked like t he 
Bostonian he was, but looked like a Kentucky Colonel of ante-bellum 
vintage" (of course, this description was written by the noted Kentuckian 
William H. Townsend4) might have been thought aloof by ordinary mortals, 
he was always considered genial and kind by the people who knew him 
best: Lincoln scholars throughout the count~. Furthermore, these 
1 
2 
3 
4 
Paul M. Angle to the writer, ~ 1, 1958. 
"News and Comment," Abraham Lincoln Quarterly, II (June, 1942), 94. 
Lincoln Lore, No. 837 (April 23, 1945); no. 937 (Mar. 24, 1947). 
William H. Townsend to the writer, May 5, 1958. 
2it0 
scholars found Bullard both genial in person and astute in his know-
ledge of Lincoln. 
R. Gerald McMurtr,r, former editor of Lincoln Herald and 
present director of the Lincoln National Life Foundation, knew 
Dr. Bullard since the ea r ly 1930's. "Until his death," Dr. McMurtr,r 
observed, "we carried on an active correspondence concerning the life , 
career, and deeds of Abraham Lincoln. I always consider Dr. Bullard 
a cultured gentleman and an astute scholar. His contributions to 
Lincolniana were many and varied. Because of the variety of his interests 
in the Lincoln field he often called hims elf a 'wildcatt er," drilling 
here and drilling there, for unusual and little known facts pertaining 
to the Sixteenth President. I have al~ys considered his published 
works to be authentic. uS 
To Paul M. Angle, Bul lard's writings exhibited two outstanding 
characteristics: "careful, thorough research, and good writing." 
Angle noted t hat Bullard's ease as a writer is not surprising because 
of his ba ckground as a newspaperman. However, continued Angle, "too 
often training in journalism, with its insistence upon quick results , 
leads to has ty work when the journalist becomes historian," "Emphat i -
cally , 11 noted Angl e , 11this was not Bullard 1 s way. 11 6 
Other such tes t imoni als to Bullard 's i mportance as a :Lincoln 
5 R. Gerald McMurtr,r to the 'vriter, May 19, 1958 . 
6 Angle to the writer , Wsy 7, 1958. 
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7 
scholar could be cited here, but all of them would simply 
reiterate what ~1cMurtry and Angle wrote. But here is one 
such testimonial too beautiful to be omitted and excellent 
as an appropriate ending to this work. Elmer Munson Hunt, 
v~iting shortly after Dr. Bullard's death, supplied the proper 
valedictory: 
Mr. Bullard has nm• begun the great 
march of recession into the long7 wide visits 
of human memory. He carried a staff, though 
his stature is such that, to us l•Tho kne;., him, 
there is little need for it. The staff is the 
accumulated greatness of his writing which we 
already knovr and by which the outer world shall 
know him best in the long years ahead . 
The hardwood center of that staff, almost 
as if hewn from one of ~~. Lincoln's rails, is 
contrived largely from Mr. Bullard's long service 
as a great craftsman with Mr. Lincoln as his 
teacher. His official biographical account tells 
it simply -- "Lincoln Specialist. n8 
7 See, for example, Elwin L. Page to the writer, April 1, 1958, 
and ibid., May 7, 1958; Robert L. Kincaid to the vrriter, 
8 
May 1, 1958; David C. Mearns to the vrri ter, May 12, 1958; 
and Louis A. Warren to the v~iter, May 19, 1958; all deposited 
in the Bullard Collection at Boston University. Also, the 
tributes by William H. Townsend and Harry E. Pratt in Lincoln 
Group of Boston Untitled Publication, pp. 11-12. 
Ibid.' p. 7 
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Appendix I 
An annotated bibliography or Bullard's writings 
in the fi,ld of Lincolniana 
A. Books 
Tad and His Father. Boston: Little, Brown & co., 
1915. Reprinted in 1915 and 1933. 
Discussed in Chapter FOur of this work. 
The other Lincoln. Harrogate, Tenn.: Lincoln 
Memorial University Press, 1941. 
Discussed in Chapter Six of this work. 
The Lincoln Nobody Knows. Boston: privately 
printed, 1944. 
Discussed in Chapter Six or this work. 
"A Few Appropriate Remarks": Lincoln 1 s Gettysburg 
Address. Harrogate, Tenn.: Lincoln 
Memorial University Press, 1944. 
Discussed in Chapter FOur or this work. 
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The Diary of a Public Man. An Intimate View of 
the National Administration: December 28, 
1860, to March 15, 1861, and a Page of 
Political Correspondence: Stanton to 
Buchanan. Prefatory notes by F. Lauriston 
Bullard, and FOreword by Carl Sand-
burg. Chicago: Abraham Lincoln Book 
Shop, 1945. The book was reprinted in 
1946 by the Rutgers University Press. 
Bullard's edition af the Biary was 
the first reprint or the work that 
appeared in the North American Review 
in 1879. Bullard included a detailed 
biographical sketch of Allen Thorndike 
Rice, editor of the Review, and brief 
sketches or the various Civil War 
personalities cited by the diarist. 
Abraham Lincoln and the Widow Bixby. New Brunswick: 
Rutgers University Press, 1946. 
Discussed in Chapter Four of this work. 
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Lincoln in Marble and Bronze. New Brunswick: 
Rutgers University Press, 1952. 
'Discussed in Chapter Four of this work. 
•as "Abe" Lincoln a Gentleman? Boston: Boston 
University Press, 1952. 
Discussed in Chapter Six or this work. 
B. Articles in periodicals 
"The New England Ancestry of Abraham Lincoln," 
lfew England Magazine, XXXIX 
(Feb., 1909), 685-691. 
Brief biographical notes on Lincoln's 
Massachusetts' ancestors. The article 
included the first printing of Lincoln's 
letter to Solomon Lincoln of Hingham, 
Massachusetts, March 6, 1848. 
"The Religion ot Abraham Lincoln,n Congrega-
tionalist and Christian World, XOIV 
(Feb. 6, 1909), 180-81. 
Lincoln's religious views deepened during 
the course of the Civil War. 
215 
"Lincoln and the Oourts of the District of 
Columbia," American Bar Association 
Journal, XXIV (Feb., 1938), 117-120. 
Lincoln signed the bill passed by the 
Republican-controlled Congress in 1863, 
abolishing the pro-Southern courts of 
the District of Columbia. 
"Lincoln's Gettysburg Address: Seventy-Fifth 
.Anniversary,n Zions Herald, CXVI 
(Nov. 16, 1938), 1351-53. 
In discussing the writing of the 
Address, Bullard denied that it was 
written on paper borrowed from Seward 
and with a pencil supplied by Andrew 
Carnegie. 
"Lincoln Pardons Conspirator on Plea of an 
Englisht:Stateaman," American Bar 
Association Journal, XXV (Mar., 1939), 
215-220. 
Lincoln, in 1863, pardoned Alfred 
Rubery, convicted of rebellious acti-
~itiea in California, at the request of 
John Bright. 
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"The Gray Eagle's Grave," Journal of the Illinois 
State Historical Society, XXXII 
(June, 1939), 232-35. 
A brief biographical note on Edward 
Dickinson Baker, Lincoln's close friend, 
and comments on the plans to remove 
Baker's body from Laurel Hill Cemetery, 
San Francisco, which was to be abandoned. 
"Abraham Lincoln and the Statehood of Nevada," 
American Bar Association Journal, XXVI 
(Mar., April, 1940), 210-236, 314-17. 
Lincoln promoted the admission of Nevada 
for three reasons, all war measures: 
to ensure the adoption of the abolition 
resolution by Congress, to get votes in 
the Electoral College for the 1864 
election, and to help assure the 
ratification of the abolition amendment 
by the addition of one more "Republican" 
state. 
"On the Lincoln Trail," Lincoln Herald, XLII 
(July, 1940), 1-4. 
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Bullard's thoughts on the Lincoln theme 
while visiting Harrogate, Tennessee, 
Kentuo~y, Indiana, and Illinois. 
"The Grave of E. D. Baker," Journal of the Illinois 
State Historical Society, XXXIII 
(Sept., 1940), 359. 
A brief description of the Presidio, a 
military reservation in San Francisco, 
where the body of Lincoln's friend was 
placed for permanent burial. 
"Abraham Lincoln and Henry Adame:· A Oontraet in 
Education, •• Abraham Lincoln Quarterly, I 
(Mar., 1941), 227•272. 
Henry Adame, according to Bullard, found 
aa.n only "a pawn in a coemio chess game," 
while Lincoln, never pessimistic, never 
lost hie respect for the dignity of man. 
Lincoln "looked into the ooemoe for help, 
and found it • " 
"Abraham Linooln -- Saviour of the Union," 
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Zions Herald, CXX (May 27, 1942), 492, 
505. 
Behind Lincoln's struggl e to save t he 
Union was hi s determi nation to pre ser ve 
"human freedom." 
"Lincoln's 1 Conguest 1 of New England," Abraham 
Lincoln Quarterly, II (June, 1942), 
49-79. 
Abraham Lincoln as his New England 
contemporaries saw him. 
"When Lincoln Visited Mount Vernon," Abraham 
Lincoln Quarterly, II (June, 1943), 
281-83. 
Lincoln's visit to the home of Washington, 
according to the recollections of Israel 
Washburne. Bullard found Washburne's 
memory to be fairly reliable and thus 
accepted the incident as authentic. 
"Lincoln, John Brown, Kossuth, .. Lincoln Herald, XLV 
(Dec., 1943), 21-24. 
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Emerson claimed that the Gettysburg 
Address could only be compared to John 
Brown's speech to the court that tried 
him, and to the speech of the Hungarian, 
Louis Kossuth, delivered in Birmingham, 
England, on November 12, 1851. The three 
speeches are here analyzed. 
"'Our American Cousin' --Afterward," Lincoln Herald, 
XLVI (Feb., 1944), 14-16. 
An account of the difficulties or Laura 
Keene, the possessor of the original 
right to the play, in her attempt to 
keep other companies from producing the 
comedy. Bullard noted that the play was 
performed in America for many years after 
Lincoln 1 a death. 
"Abraham Lincoln's Birthdays," Zions Herald, CXXII 
(Feb. 9, 1944), 82. 
Bullard round no evidence that Lincoln's 
birthday was ever celebrated during his 
li:fetime. 
"Lincoln and the ~Quaker Woman, n Lincoln Herald , 
XLVI (June, 1944), 9-12. 
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Bullard regretted that there is not much 
evidence to support the claim made by 
many Quakers that Lincoln had in his 
pocket the night he was assassinated a 
letter from the prominent Quaker, Mrs. 
Eliza P. Gurney. 
"C"alvinism Then! -- and Now?n Christian Leader, 
axxvr (July 1-15, 1944), 401-414. 
How Protestant ministers in their sermons 
on Lincoln's assassination explained the 
act on the basis of the Calvinist 
theological view of just punishment for 
sin. 
"What Andrew Boyd and Charles Henry Hart Did for 
Abraham Lincoln," Lincoln Herald, XLVI 
(Oot., 1944), 13-23. 
A study of the work of the two early 
Lincoln bibliographers. 
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"When Lincoln Vas Taken :ror •a Western Clergyman,'" 
Lincoln Herald, XLVI (Dec., 1944), 23-25. 
Lincoln's 1860 visit to the Five Points 
House of Industry in the New York slum area. 
"President Lincoln and General Meade after Gettys-
burg," Lincoln Herald, XLVII (Feb., 1945), 
30-34, (Oct. -Dec., 1945), 13-16. 
Bullard discussed and traced the source o:r 
the statement that Lincoln was supposed to 
have made to General Meade that he should 
not allow General Lee to cross the Potomac 
(a:f:"ter the Battle o:r Gettysburg) and that 
the President would accept censure i:f:" 
Meade tailed while the General would receive 
all the credit i:f:" he should destroy Lee's 
army. However, Bullard was not able to 
show that such a despatch was sent to 
Meade. 
"The Proclamation Fake o:r 1864," Lincoln Herald, 
XLVII (June, 1945), 31-35. 
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An account or Joseph Howard, Jr., and his 
bogus proclamation supposedly issued by 
Dincoln for a day of fasting, humiliation, 
and prayer. 
nwae.n John F. [ sic ] Stuart Sought to Send Lincoln 
to South America," Lincoln Herald, XLVII 
(Oct.- Dec., 1945), 21, 29. 
The story of John T. Stuart's attempt 
to get his law partner the post of charge 
d 1affairs at Bogota, in 1841. 
"A Group of Lincoln Items," Lincoln Herald, XLVIII 
(Feb., 1946), 20-24. 
An account of the clipper ship, Stag 
Hound, which beat out a steam ship in the 
race to carry the first copy or Lincoln's 
first Inaugural Address to England in 1861; 
a theory as to why John Hay called Lincoln 
the "tycoon"; and the correspondence be-
tween Lincoln and Deacon John Phillips or 
Sturbridge, Massachusetts, who in his 105th 
year voted for Lincoln in 1864. 
223 
"Lincoln's Copy of Pope's Poems," Abraham Lincoln 
Quarterly, IV (Mar., 1946), 30-35. 
A description of an 1839 edition or Pope's 
Works, and five instances of Lincoln's 
quoting from this poet. 
"Abraham Lincoln and George Ashmun," New England 
quarterly, XIX (June, 1946), 184-211. 
Ashmun 1 s role in Congress in 1847, in the 
Republican Convention or 1860, and in 
wartime Washington during the Civil War, 
as critically examined by Bullard. 
"Abraham Lincoln and Harriet Beecher Stowe," 
Lincoln Herald, XLVIII (June, 1946)', 11-14. 
Mrs. Stowe's visit to Lincoln in 1862, 
and her admiration for the President whioh 
resulted from her visit. 
"Uncle Tom on the Stage,tt Lincoln Herald, XLVIII 
(June, 1946), 19-22. 
The various stage adaptations of Harriet 
Beecher Stowe's novel. 
224 
"George Grey Barnard's 1 Lincoln 1 and George Bernard 
Shaw," Lincoln Herald, XLVIII (Oct., 1946), 
22-27. 
Shaw 1 s praise o~ Barnard's statue of 
Lincoln despite the condemnation of the 
statue by many Americans. 
"About Lincoln's Election in 186o,n Lincoln Herald, 
XLVIII (Dec., 1946), 5-6. 
Statistics showing the closeness of the 
votes in the critical presidential elec-
tion of 1860. 
"The Curious Story o~ Ellicott's 1Lincoln,•n 
Lincoln Herald, XLIX (Feb., 1947), 10-13. 
Bullard discovered that the scene described 
as Lincoln lying in state in the rotunda or 
the Capitol, in April, 1865, as shown in 
Stefan Lorant 1 s Lincoln: His Li~e in 
Photographs (1941), is actually a sketch or 
the lying in state of the body of Thaddeus 
Stevens in 1868. 
225 
"Mr. Bullard 1 s Reply to Mr. Wakefield," Lincoln 
Herald, XLIX (June, 1947), 45-46. 
An answer to the pamphlet by Sherman D. 
Wakefield which pointed out several 
alleged errors in Bullard's Abraham 
Lincoln and the Widow Bixby. 
"Mrs. Lincoln's Pension," Lincoln Herald, XLIX 
(June, 1947), 22-27. 
An account of the proceedings in Congress 
which resulted in the awarding of a 
pension to Lincoln's widow, in which 
Bullard attempts to correct several errors 
he found in Honore W1llsie Morrow's 
Mary Todd Lincoln: An Appreciation (1928). 
"How Lincoln Legends Grow,n Lincoln Herald, XLIX 
(Oct., 1947), 24-27. 
Bullard explained why it is highly improba-
ble that Lincoln made a secret visit to 
Henry Ward Beecher during the Civil War, 
in order to have Beecher pray for divine 
guidance. 
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"It can Never Happen Again," Lincoln Herald, XLIX 
(Dec., 1947), 8-12. 
An informal account of the opening of 
the Robert Todd Lincoln Papers in the 
Library of Congress. 
nAbe Goes down the River," Lincoln Herald, L 
(Yeb., 1948), 2-14. 
Lincoln's first trip down the Mississippi 
River to New Orleans, which Bullard 
believes was made in 1828. 
"To End the Discussion," Lincoln Herald, L 
(Feb., 1948), 36. 
As a final defense of his volume on 
Lincoln and the Widow Bixby, Bullard 
answered charges made against him by 
Sherman D. Wakefield. 
"Marx and Lincoln, n Abraham Lincoln Quarterly, V 
(June, 1948), 116-18. 
A reprint of an editorial that appeared 
in the Boston Herald, February 12, 1948. 
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"When -- It Ever -- Vas John Wilkes Booth in Paris?•• 
Lincoln Herald, L (June, 1948), 28-34. 
Bullard would not accept the report that 
Booth was in Paris in 1864 or early 1865. 
"Anna Ella Carroll and Her 'Modest' Claim," 
Lincoln Herald, L (Oct., 1948), 2-10, 47. 
The claims made in behalf ot Miss C'arroll, 
that her writings were or enormous value 
to the Northern Cause during the Civil War 
and that her views as a military strategist 
actually "won the war and saved the union, tt 
were found to be ttexcessive." 
"Lincoln as a Jeffersonian," More Booksz Bulletin or 
the Eoston Public Library, XXIII 
((Oct., 1948), 283-300. 
Similarities in the political beliefs or 
the two Presidents. 
"Church and State in Lincoln's Time," Lincoln Herald, 
L-L~ (Dec., 1948-Feb., 1949), 28-31, 36. 
President Lincoln's belief that "the Gov-
ernment could not undertake to run the 
churches.n 
"A Friend in France in '6l,n Lincoln Herald, LI 
(June, 1949), 33-37• 
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The work of Edouard. Laboulaye in defending 
the Northern cause in France, in close 
collaboration with John Bigelow, Consul-
General in Paris and Later Ambassador. 
"Garfield and Chase --Their Ideas of Lincoln," 
Lincoln Herald, LI (Dec., 1949), 2-5, 36. 
Garfield's dislike of Lincoln and partiality 
to Salmon P. Chase, attitudes not altered 
until after Lincoln's assassination. 
"How Much Did Abraham Lincoln Owe to 'Luck? 1 " 
Lincoln Herald, LII (Feb., 1950), 44-45. 
BUllard found a number of "lucky incidents" 
which helped advance Lincoln's career. 
ttA Correction of 1The Musical Mr. Linooln,•n Abraham 
Lincoln Quarterly, VI (Mar., 1950), 37-39. 
A refutation of the story that Adelina Patti 
sang for the Lincolns in the White House dur-
ing the Civil War, as reported in an article 
by David Rankin Barbee in the December, 1949, 
issue of the Abraham Lincoln Quarterly. 
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"One Star or Five for Texas," Lincoln Herald, LII 
(June, 1950), 2-5. 
Bullard suspected that there was by 
implication an understanding in the 1840's 
and 1850's that Texas would be broken up into 
several slave states and that Lincoln as 
President would have felt the Republicans 
were obligated to permit this had not the 
war intervened. 
"A Plausible Solution of the Mystery of John Wilkes 
Booth's Alleged Visit to Paris," Lincoln 
Herald, LII (Oct., 1950), 41-43. 
Evidence is presented indicating that Booth 
might have been in Paris in 1863. In a 
previous article in the same journal, 
L (June, 1948), Bullard had tended to discount 
the theory that Lincoln's assassin was in 
Paris in 1864 or early 1865. 
ttWhat Goldwin Smith Did for Uncle Sam during the Oi Vil 
War," Lincoln Herald, LII (Dec., 1950), 
21-25, 41. 
Smith's writings and speeches in support or 
the Northern cause and his interview with 
President Lincoln. 
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"Again, the Bixby Letter," Lincoln Herald, LIII 
(summer, 1951), 26-27, 37. 
Bullard identified Oliver H. Barrett 
of Chicago as the supplier of a docu-
ment used in Bullard's Lincoln and the 
Widow Bixby. 
"The Magnanimity of Abraham Lincoln , u Proceedings 
of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 
LXIX (Oct., 1947, to May, 1950), 274-307. 
Lincoln ' s magnanimity is seen in his 
dealings with rivals, and enemies who 
were also his associates in government 
and in the army. 
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Appendix II 
A ~opical Guide to the Notebooks in the 
BUllard Collection 
The notebooks in the Bullard Collection 
contain clippings, newspaper and magazine articles, 
some letters written to Bullard, and Bullard 1 s own 
notes on a wide variety o~ subjects dealing with 
the careers of Bullard and Lincoln. To list the 
contents of each individual notebook would result 
in an appendix almost as long as the body of this 
work. The writer has therefore divided the contents 
of the notebooks into general subjects and indicat ed 
by use of the notebook numberings which ones refer 
to the particular topics. 
A. F. Lauriston Bullard 
1. Bullard's editorials (appearing mostly in the 
Boston Herald). Nos. 44, 47. 
2. Bullard's trip (1941) along the Lincoln ancestor 
trail. No. 73. 
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3. Bul lard's trip to Lincoln Memorial University 
and Wooster College. No. 98. 
4. Letters to Bullard in praise of his editorial work. 
Mo. 107. 
5. Bullard's Pulitzer Prize. Congratulatory letter s. 
Mo. 105. 
6. Address lists. Includes names and addresses of 
people to whom Bullard sent copies of his 
published works. No. 97. 
B. Bullard's Lincoln Collection 
1. A listing of the items in the collection, as of 
July 27, 1943. No. 99. 
2 . Index of pamphlets in the collection. Nos. 88, 
108. 
3. Index of magazine articles in the collection. 
Nos. 109 1, 110. 
a. The Lincoln Group of Boston 
1. Correspondence, programs, finances, notes, 
lists of members. Nos. 101, 102, 103. 
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D. Lincoln as President 
1. Lincoln and the press: denounced as dishonest, 
bogus call for troops (1864), reporting the 
Gettysburg speech. No. lOa. 
2. Lincoln as a dictator. Nos. 80, 81. 
3. Lincoln in the interregnum (Nov., 1860, to 
Mar., 1861): Lincoln's position on the many 
compromises offered during the period to curb 
secession. Nos. 55, 79. 
4. Grant and Lee . Lincoln inspires the generous 
peace terms offered by Grant and Sherman to Lee 
and Johnston. No. 47. 
5. Not e s oon the suspension of Habeas Corpus; notes 
on the Merryman Case. No. 94. 
6. Lincoln pardons a friend of John Bright. 
No. 69. 
7. Lincoln and Fremont in 1864. No. 95. 
8. Lincoln's reconstruction policies. No. 68. 
9. Notes on Bullard's The Other Lincoln:: Lincoln 
issued Emancipation Proclamation without consul-
ting anybody, signed many death warrants, did 
swear, could be angry, did eject callers. No. 62. 
10. Notes on Lincoln and the statehood of Nevada. 
No. 59. 
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11. Notes on Lincoln and the courts of the District 
of Columbia. No. 61. 
12. Amazing magnanimity of Abraham Lincoln. 
Nos. 51, 54. 
13. Lincoln and his cabinet; Lincoln and foreign 
affairs; Lincoln and arbitration. No. 20. 
14. Lincoln's visit to Richmond; Lincoln and the 
Russian fleet. No. 13a. 
15. Lincoln as commander-in-chief. No. 13. 
16. Lincoln's inaugurations; Lincoln as an executive; 
Lincoln and the saving of Tennessee. No. 10. 
E. Lincoln Bibliography, writers on 
Li ncoln, Reminiscences 
1. Lincoln Poems . No. 4. 
2. Oakleaf Bibliography, Herndon's Lincoln, 
Beveridge on Weik's The Real Lincoln, W.E. Barton's 
early works, Masters, Lincoln the Man. No. 3. 
3. Sandburg,'s The War Years. No. 76. 
4. The ~atti, Lotta, and Careno Fakes. No. 77. 
5. writings by Hertz appearing in the New York Times. 
No. 82. 
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6. WTiters on Lincoln: Herndon, Rankin, Whitney, 
Damon, Morse, Sandburg, Tarbell, Eisenschiml, 
Swisshelm, Dodd, Hertz, Morrow. Nos. 40a, 41. 
7. Tributes and opinions by Oharnwood, Eliot, 
Tarbell, Bryce, Rhodes, Smith Disraeli, Lodge, 
Yates, Coolidge, Hoover, Hill, Wood, Ludwig, 
Ingersoll, Bradford, Ford, Wright, Wise, 
Bryan, Drinkwater, the London Times, Twain, 
and Nicolay. Nos. 36, 36a, 45. 
B. Stories by and about Lincoln: Lincoln on his own 
story telling; Ida Tarbell, He Knew Lincoln; 
Lincoln on votes for women; and a note on 
Dr. Gurley's Diary. No. 32. 
9. They knew Lincoln. Reminiscences by William H. 
Crook, Robert B. Stanton, Marquis de Chambrun, 
Gustave Koerner, John Langdon Kaine, Thomas H. 
Shastid, Julia Taft Bayne, Jesse W. lleik, 
Theodore Canisius, Edward Tuck, Joseph Twichell. 
No. 30. 
10. Brief notes on Lincoln coll ectors and Collections. 
Ko. 29. 
11. Extensive notes on the Boyd-Hart Bibliography. 
No. 70. 
12. Diary of a Public Man. Includes lengthy 
correspondence between Bullard and Frank M. 
Anderson. No. 64. 
13. Hertz, The Hidden Lincoln. No. 58. 
14. Notes on Anna Ella Carroll. No. 50. 
15. List of historical societies and a partial 
bibliography of Lincoln and Civil War items 
appearing in journals of these societies. 
No. lf. 
F~ Lincoln Portraits, Statues, Memorials , 
Shrines 
1. Notes on Lincoln statues and busts. Nos. 5, Sa. 
2. Pictures of places associated with Lincoln's 
life in Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois, and 
Washington. Nos. lb, ld. 
3. Portraits of persons associated with Lincoln. 
No. lc. 
4. Lincoln portraits, portraits of Lincoln's family, 
Hesler "dead letter" portraits, Butterfield fake 
portrait. Nos. 1, la. 
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G. Lincoln's Assassination, Conspirators, 
Trial of Conspirators, FOrd's Theatre 
1. FOrd's Theatre, John T. FOrd, actors in Wash-
ington theaters during the Civil War, notes on 
the Boston theaters during the Civil War. 
No. 46. 
2. Booth's kidnap plot, Lincoln's last day, eye-
witness accounts of the assassination. Nos. 23, 
23a. 
3· Death and funeral of Lincoln, attack on Seward. 
No. 23b. 
4. Was John Wilkes Booth in Paris in 1864? 
Nos. 23c, 100. 
5. MYths of Booth's escape; Booth escape trail 
through Maryland and Virginia. Nos. 23d, 78. 
6. Boston Globe series of articles by Winfield M. 
Thompson (beginning April 10, 1915) on 
assassination, pursuit of Booth, and end of 
conspirators. No. 23e. 
7. Notes from sermons on Lincoln's assassination. 
No. 63. 
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H. Lincoln's Family, Ancestors 
1. Notes on Barton's Lineage of Lincoln. No. 72. 
2. Mary Todd Lincoln, Robert T. Lincoln, Tad. 
Nos. 17, 18, 8a. 
3. Lincoln's parentage and ancestry. Nos. 8, 8a. 
4. The Lincoln family in the White House. No. 28. 
I. Lincoln's Friends, Associates, Contemporaries 
1. Edward D. Baker. No. 65. 
2. George Ashmun. No. 66. 
3. .Arnold, Dana, Fell, Edwards, Hay, Lamon, Logan, 
Bishop Moilwaine, Nicolay, Seward, Stoddard. 
No. 27. 
4. Sumner, Trumbull, Whittier, Winthrop, Stearns, 
Bowditch, Child, Conway, Dana, Ellis, Everett, 
' 
Fessenden, FOrbes, Hamlin, Hawthorne, Holmes, 
Howe, Lawrence, Lyman, Longfellow, Lowell, 
Motley, Norton, Phillips, Garrison. Nos. 74, 75. 
J. Lincoln's Life to 1861 
1. Elections--to campaign of 1860. No. 19. 
2. Lincoln in New England. No. 11. 
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3. Lincoln's love affairs, including the Minor 
forgeries in the Atlantic Monthl¥• No. 15. 
4. Lincoln in Congress and as a politician. 
Nos. 16, 93. 
5. Lincoln's life in Illinois to the time of the 
Debates. No. 24. 
6. The Lincoln-Douglas Debates. Nos. 9, 83. 
7. Lincoln's trip to New Orleans. No. 91. 
8. Lincoln as a lawyer. No. 7. 
K. Lincoln's Political, Philosophical, 
and Religious Views 
1. Lincoln and the Quakers -- Mrs. Gurney. 
No. 89. 
2. Lincoln and slavery. Nos. 21, 86. 
3. Lincoln and Jefferson; Lincoln and Clay. 
Nos. 38, 67. 
4. Lincoln's religion. No. 25. 
~. Lincoln's writings, Speeches, Sayings; 
Spurious Lincoln Quotations 
1. Did Lincoln say them: fool all the people all 
the time, law enforcement, irrepressible conflict, 
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the Lord must have loved the common people, 
Grant's brand of whiskey. No. 31. 
2. Spurious Lincoln quotations. Nos. 2~, 
2ff, 14, 14a, 14b, 52. 
3. Lincoln's authentic views on many topics. 
Also, Lincoln as an orator and writer. No. 26. 
4. Lincoln letters, documents, manuscripts. 
Nos. 2, 2f, 2ff, 2a, 2af. 
5. Gettysburg Address. Nos. 12, 12a, 48, 49. 
6. First Inaugural Address. No. 60. 
M. Miscellaneous 
1. Brief notes on a wide variety of subjects 
connected with the Lincoln theme. Nos. 22, 35, 
40, 53, 56, 84, 85, 87, 90. (The reader should 
refer to the table of contents in each of these 
notebooks.) 
2. Notes and newspaper clippings dealing with stage 
plays based on Lincoln's life and career. 
Nos. 4a, 4af. 
3. Places associated with Lincoln:: New Salem, 
Nancy Hanks' birthplace, Pigeon Creek Church, and 
others. Nos. 6, 6a. 
4. Cartoons of Lincoln appearing in newspapers and 
magazines. No. 33. 
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5. Lincoln relics: Emancipation pen, watch, clothing, 
hat, canes, desk, axe, table, boots. No. 37. 
6. Observances of Lincoln's birthday, 1933-1942. 
No. 42. 
1. Notes on a variety of Civil War items. 
No. 43. 
8. Lincoln's character and physical qualities. 
Nos. 34, 71. 
9. "Lincoln chronological notes for ready 
reference." No. 96. 
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Bi b liography . 
Abrah am Linc o l n by Carl Sch u r z: The Ge t tysbure; 
Sp eech and Ot her Paper§ by Abrah&"TT 
Lincoln: To gether with Testimonies 
b y Eme r son, Whit t ier, Holmes , and 
Lowell. New York : Chautauqua 
ed ition , 1 899 . 
Adams, E. D., Great Britain and t h e Am eric an 
Civil War. 2 vol s . London : 
Longman s, Green, 1 925. 
Ames, Ch arles G., Abraham L Lncoln, How ~1 e Made 
t he Mos t o:f Hi ms elf' . Bos ton: Hah a 
and Harmon Co., 1908 . 
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Ferry : A Narrative o:f Events a t 
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Cap t. Brovm. and His Men. Bos t on : 
privately p rin ted , 1 861. 
Angle, Paul M., '"Bas i c Lin coln i ana , ttAbraham 
Lincoln Asso ciation Bull e tin, 
no. 43 (1936 ), pp. 3 - 9 ; no. 44 
(1936), pp . 3-9 . 
-----, "The Minor Collection: A Criticism, " 
Atlantic Monthly , CXLII I 
(April, 1 939), 516-525. 
(ed.), New Letters and Papers of Lincoln. 
Boston: Houghton, Mifflin, 1 930 . 
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-----, A Shelf of Lincoln Books: A Critical, 
Selective Bibl io graphy of 
Linc olniana. New Brunswick : Rutgers 
University Press, 194 6. 
-----, see Herndon, Vlilliam H. and Weik, Jesse, w. 
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Abraham Lincoln Qu arterly, V 
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-----, nThe Plain Truth about the Bixby Letter," 
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Genealog ical Ma gazin e, XXVI 
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Barkley, Alben W., " Abraham Lincoln," 
Congressional Record, 74th Cong ., 
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Records of the Columbia Historical 
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Barton, William E., "Abraham Lincoln and the 
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Abstract 
F. Lauriston Bullard (1866-1952), for 
rorty years a student of the life of Abraham 
Lincoln, came to be regarded as an outstanding 
IfJ.ncoln scholar. 
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B.orn in lfauseon, Ohio, Bullard attended 
Wooster College, Ohio, and was graduated in 1891. 
After further study at Yale University Divini ty 
School, fo l lowed by fourt een years in the minis-
try, Bullard, i n 1907, entered the field of 
journalism. In 1915 he was appointed an editor of 
the Boston Herald, and four years later was named 
chief editorial writer of the Herald. 
Influenced by his friend, James F. 
Rhodes (who attached great importance to Lincoln's 
life), and also by a volume of Lincoln's writings, 
Bullard segan his career as a Lincoln scholar in 
1909. In this year he had two articles published, 
one emphasizing Lincoln as a religious man, and the 
other dealing with Lincoln's New England ancestry. 
The latter included a previously unpublished 
Lincoln letter illustrating the Sixteenth President's 
interest in his ancestry. 
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From 1909 until 1938, Bullard did not 
publish many works on Lincoln. But, from 1938 
until his death in 1952, Bullard's work gained him 
a wide reputation as a severe critic of inaccurate 
works on Lincoln and as a specialist interested 
in Lincoln's career. 
As a critic Bullard reprimanded Emanuel 
Hertz for faulty editorial work in his publication 
of papers in the Herndon Collection, and he demon• 
strated that Carl Sandburg had incorporated material 
of doubtfUl value in his Abraham Lincoln~ The War 
Years. 
Most of Bullard's writings dealt with 
brief, isolated incidents relating to the life or 
Lincoln, but there were a few items that commanded 
his attention almost continuously from the be• 
ginning to the end of his career. The report of 
Adelina Patti singing for the Lincolns in the White 
House is one such example. Bullard was able to 
prove the story false. Another was the report 
that John Wilkes Booth was in Paris in 1864 or early 
1865. Bullard concluded that Booth was probably in 
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Paris, but in 1863. 
While most of his writings appeared in 
magazine articles, numbering fifty in all, Bullard 
also published four books on Lincoln that are of 
some importance. Tad and His Father (1915) is the 
first work in the field dealing with Lincoln's 
sons;· ''A Few Appropriate Remarks" t. Lincoln 1 s 
Gettysburg Address (1944) presents an account of 
how the speech was written and received; Lincoln 
and the W1dow Bixby (1946) offers a strong ca•e for 
the authenticity of the Bixby Letter; and Lincoln in 
Marble and Bronze (1952) describes eighty-seven 
statues of heroic size. 
BUllard's vast knowledge of the Lincoln 
field was based primarily on his magnificent Lincoln 
Collection. This Collection, accumulated during 
his lifetime, consists of one hundred and thirty-one 
notebooks filled with clippings and notes, two 
thousand pamphlets, four thousand magazine articles, 
twenty-five hundred books, and countless letters from 
scholars and students, all dealing with the Civil War 
and Lincoln. 
BUllard's reputation does not rest 
exclusively on the many incidents in the career of 
the Sixteenth President that he uncovered. As a 
result of his forty years of study in the field• 
Bullard was able to see the real Lincoln-•the 
Lincoln with weaknesses, but the Lincoln who never~ 
theless remains as one of the outstanding figures 
in American History. 
His thoroughness as a Lincoln scholar 
earned Bullard the acclaim of his fellow workers 
in the Lincoln field. Paul M~ Angle's estimate of 
Bullard's work provides a fitting conclusion: 
"Too often training in journalism, with its 
i nsistence upon quick results, leads to hasty work 
when the journalist becomes historian. Emphati-
tl 
cally, this was not Bullard's way. 
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